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IntRoDUCtIon1

Red slip ware2 was the most widespread category of luxury ceramics within the Roman Empire during 
the period of the Principate (map 1). It first appeared in the Eastern Mediterranean and Asia Minor in the 
Late Hellenistic era. In the second half of the 1st century BC, red slip technology was adopted by the major 
Italic centres, whose products served as a model for the later workshops in Gaul, North Africa and along the 
Rhine and Danube rivers. It occupied an important place in the daily life of the local population, but due 
to various military-political events and economic crises, many of the workshops ceased to operate in the 
period from the second half of the 2nd to the 4th century AD. In Late Antiquity, the spread of red slip ware 
was the result of the activities of mainly the ceramic centres in Asia Minor and North Africa.

In Bulgaria, the analysis of this ceramics has not yet found its proper place in the general surveys on 
the subject. Its more detailed study began to arise the interest of Bulgarian scholarship only in the second 
half of the 20th century. Since then, a small number of articles, research papers or monographs have been 
devoted to individual regions or limited to certain types of product. Despite the mentioned works, there is 
a lag behind the research level in Europe. The facts pointed up here justify the writing of such a study that 
would significantly enrich one of the important sections of Bulgarian ancient archeology.

the subject of this doctoral dissertation is the local red slip ware provided by the research of 
complexes with registered production. The choice of material originating from sites with manufacturing 
activity makes it possible to distinguish local products from those imported from external workshops.

the territorial scope of the study focuses on the area between the Danube (ancient Hister) and the 
Balkan Mountain range3. This is the territory of present-day Northern Bulgaria and Northern Dobrudzha 
in Romania (map 2). During the Principate, this territory encompassed the province of Lower Moesia 
and part of two other provinces: Thracia to the south and Upper Moesia to the west. The boundaries 
of the province changed frequently due to their borderline nature and specific historical events4. This 
predetermined the choice of the territorial scope of the study – between the Danube and the Balkan, since 
limiting it only to the territory of Lower Moesia would have excluded some of the main sites.

the chronological framework is in accordance with the appearance, development and decline of 
the local red slip ware in the considered territory. The lower chronological limit is set at 106 AD or 
at the very end of the Dacian Wars, when the process of economic and cultural integration into the 
ancient Roman state model intensified in the area between the Danube and the Balkan. The upper limit 
coincides with the intense barbarian raids that began in the 230s and 240s AD and led to a decline in the 
production of red slip pottery in the middle / third quarter of the century.

the aim of the study is to clarify and specify the chronology of the red slip ware from the production 
complexes5 within the above-mentioned territory and chronological scope.

The goal thus formulated also determines the tasks that have been set: collection of all published 
and unpublished material; creation of classification and typology of local red slip ware; analysis of 
the collected material and clarification of the chronology of the production complexes in the studied 
territory; tracing the development of local luxury ware and building current periodization; establishing 
the ethno-cultural influences on the local red slip production.

1 This study presents a PhD dissertation successfully defended by the author at St. Cyril and Methodius University of Veliko 
Tarnovo in 2018, under the supervision of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Lyudmil F. Vagalinski (NAIM–BAS). Stiliyan Ivanov is a Ch. Assistant 
Professor at the National Archaeological Institute with Museum – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. 
Email - stiliyan.ivanov@naim.bg
2 In foreign specialised literature, this category of ceramics is termed differently. Over time, names such as terra sigillata, Samian 
ware, monochrome red-gloss ware or red slip ware have become established (Hayes 1972, 8; Hayes 1997). In the present study, the 
term red slip ware refers to the provincial luxury pottery, worked on a wheel or moulded and coated with a dense, high-quality 
orange-red, red, red-brown or orange-brown slip.
3 Also known as Stara Planina (ancient Haimos / Haemus). Hereinafter referred to as the Balkan. 
4 For detailed information on the changes of the provincial boundaries, see Геров 1952, 17-121; Геров 1953, 307-415; Ботева 1989, 
16-20; Ботева 1999, 240-248; Ботева 2001, 211-216.
5 The term production complex used in the study refers to a place with one or more facilities (kilns, workshops) related to the manu-
facture of ceramic wares intended for the local market and meeting the needs of the population from the vicinity. In some cases, а 
production complex could develop and become a pottery centre with a beyond-provincial or even beyond-imperial scope of ware 
distribution. On the territory under discussion, the only site that can be declared a significant ceramic centre whose production is 
found far beyond the borders of Moesia Inferior the one near the village of Butovo, Veliko Tarnovo region.
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To achieve these goals, the following research methods are used: formal-typological, comparative, 
cartographic, iconographic and stylistic analysis. The formal-typological method makes it possible to 
create a classification and typology of the studied products. The application of the comparative method 
takes into account the differences in the individual categories of source material. The cartographic 
method provides useful information on the distribution of products from different ceramic centres. The 
iconographic and style analyses are the main methods in the processing of products with applied images 
of deities, mythological subjects and attributes. The latter also serve to identify individual workshops.

sources of information for writing the dissertation are the archaeological materials6 provided by 
excavations of Roman production complexes in the area under consideration or by accidental finds from 
them. Samples from adjacent sites7 directly related to the purpose of the study are added to them.

Published and unpublished data from 14 complexes are analyzed. The systematised 441 catalogue entries8 
originate from 6 sites located on Bulgarian territory9. Those near Montana and Byala, Varna region are 
presented in part through photographs. The study does not include examples from the two newly discovered 
workshops near the village of Suhache, municipality of Cherven Bryag and the one in the northwestern 
part of the town of Pavlikeni, Veliko Tarnovo region, due to denied access to the red slip ware found there. 
As to the sites near Pliska, Marcianopolis and those in the Romanian part of the territory under research – 
Durostorum – Ostrov and Istria, we could use information yielded only by the available publications.

Approximately 2/3 of all catalogue entries refer to examples from relatively well-described 
archaeological contexts, which has somewhat helped to refine the chronological picture. The examples 
without context are placed in the appropriate time frames by comparing them with samples of exactly 
dated complexes in the region close to the studied territory.

6 Whole vessels, fragments, discarded products and moulds for making trays, applied decorations and lamps. The latter are not 
included in the study, since I was denied access to the finds from the main known complex for production of red slip lamps in 
Moesia Inferior – the one near the village of Butovo, Veliko Tarnovo region.
7 These comprise the materials from the excavations of the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra and whole forms from the necropoleis 
near Butovo.
8 The catalogue units correspond to the numbers in the chronological tables and drawings of the vessels.
9 From West to East: town of Mezdra; the village of Butovo; Varbovski Livadi site, town of Pavlikeni; Kashlata locality, Hotnitsa 
village, Veliko Tarnovo region; Nicopolis ad Istrum; Kazan Cheir locality, village of Karavelovo, Shumen region.

Map 1. Map of the Roman Empire at the beginning of the 3rd century AD with the territorial scope of the research.
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The writing of this work would not have been possible without the assistance of a number of 
archaeologists from the National Archaeological Institute with a Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences, St. St. Cyril and Methodius University in Veliko Tarnovo and some of the regional museums in 
Northern Bulgaria. Special thanks to my supervisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. L. Vagalinski (NAIM-BAS) for the 
overall support in the process of implementation of the research.

For the access to the museum collections and the respective exhibits, I am grateful to Ch. Assistant 
Professor Dr. S. Aleksandrova (NAIM-BAS) for the collective find of ceramic moulds from Montana; 
to Prof. Dr. S. Torbatov (NAIM-BAS) for the mass material from the Mezdra-Kaleto multilayer site; 
to Assoc. Prof. Dr. P. Vladkova (RHM-Veliko Tarnovo) for the production complexes near Butovo, 
Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni, Hotnitsa and Nicopolis ad Istrum; to St. Stoychev (RHM-Shumen) 
for the materials from the pottery kilns near the village of Karavelovo; to Assoc. Prof. Dr. V. Yotov (RHM-
Varna) for the red slip ceramic kiln near the town of Byala. I would also like to thank Assoc. Prof. Dr. O. 
Aleksandrov (VTU) and D. Dragoev (RHM-Ruse) for the permission to study the mass material from the 
archaeological digs in the Kovachevsko Kale site near the town of Popovo and the Roman necropolis near 
the town of Marten. I am also indebted to F. Botiș (Babes-Bolyai University, Romania) for the assistance 
and provision of Romanian specialised literature on the subject, regarding the pottery complexes in 
Northern Dobrudzha and the province of Dacia.

Map 2. Map of the studied area with the red slip ware production sites (2nd – 3rd c. AD): 1. Montana (?); 2. Mezdra;  
3. Selishteto site, Suhache village, Cherven Bryag municipality; 4. Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality; 5. Varbovski Livadi site 

near Pavlikeni; 6. Pavlikeni; 7. Kashlata site, Hotnitsa village, Veliko Tarnovo municipality; 8. Nicopolis ad Istrum;  
9. Asar Dere, Pliska NAR (?); 10. Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo village, Nikola Kozlevo municipality; 11. Durostorum – Ostrov; 

12. Marcianopolis; 13. Cape St. Atanas, Byala; 14. Histria.
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ChapteR I

historiographical review

The review of the publications on Roman red slip pottery is divided into three parts. The first 
covers the main scholarly works on the territory of the Roman Empire and the lands neighbouring the 
considered territory. The second includes works by foreign authors on the topic of the study, and the 
third is a brief analysis of previously published articles, research papers and monographs by Bulgarian 
researchers whose work is entirely or partially related to the local production of luxury wares between the 
Danube and the Balkan during the Principate.

BasIC ReseaRCh WoRKs on the ReD sLIp WaRe FRoM the teRRItoRY oF the 
RoMan eMpIRe anD the neIGhBoRInG LanDs

The foundations of the modern study of Roman red slip ware were laid at the end of the 19th century 
by the German archaeologist H. Dragendorff. He was the first to introduce the term terra sigillata10. His 
work is the typology of forms from the Kunstmuseum Bonn, Germany, including luxury items made in 
the large western provincial centres of the empire (Dragendorff 1895, 18-155). His typology was later 
augmented and refined by a number of researchers such as Z. Loeschcke (Loeschcke 1909), E. Ritterling, 
H. Walters (Walters 1908), F. Oswald, T. Pryce (Oswald, Pryce 1920), A. Oxé, X Comfort (Oxé, Comfort 
1968). The second half of the 20th century, saw the appearance of the term Samian ware which is also not 
of ancient origin (Hayes 1997, 41). Both terms are inaccurate, but due to their long use they have become 
widespread in specialised literature.

The first general study of the red slip pottery from the North African provinces is indisputably 
associated with the British archaeologist J. Hayes. To date, his fundamental work on Late Roman Pottery, 
published in 1972 (Hayes 1972), together with the later supplement of 1980 (Hayes 1980), is the most 
established scholarly production on the subject. In addition to the late antique forms, Hayes’ typology 
includes earlier Roman vessels from North Africa. Another significant study of pottery from this part 
of the Roman Empire belongs to the French researcher M. Bonifey (Bonifey 2004), whose corrections 
contribute to the chronological precision of the individual types.

Luxury wares produced in the Eastern Mediterranean or the so-called Eastern sigillata have been 
studied in detail by several generations of specialists. British archaeologist K. Kenyon was the first to 
define it as ‘eastern’ and divide it into three main groups A, B, C (Kenyon 1957). Later, J. Hayes in his 
study “Sigillata Orientale” systematised the pottery by regions – Syrian (Eastern Sigillata A), from the 
region of Ephesus and Tralleis (Eastern Sigillata B), from Çandarlı (ancient Pitane), Cypriot and Pontic 
(Hayes 1985; Hayes 1997, 54). Regarding the Pontic sigillata J. Hayes suggests that the production centres 
were located around the Black Sea coast. The others significant studies on the region of Asia Minor and 
the Black Sea are associated with the research work of K. Williams (Williams 1989), M. Zelle (Zelle 1997), 
J. Poblome (Poblome 1999), Т. Knipovich (Книпович 1952, 289-326), D. Zhuravlev (Журавлев 1998; 
Журавлев 2010; Zhuravlev 2009, 25-94), E. Kühnelt (Kühnelt 2008), K. Domzalski (Domzalski 2011, 
163-178; Domżalski 2021), N. Son and M. Shaptsev (Сон, Шапцев 2012, 83-103).

Red slip ware from the Middle Danube and the Western Balkans is also the subject of active study. 
The main research works on Pannonia belong to O. Brukner (Brukner 1971, 33-57; Brukner 1981), B. 
Vikić (Vikić 1971, 93-114), V. Dautova-Ruševljan (Dautova-Ruševljan, Brukner 1992), A. Nagy (Nagy 
2015-2016; Nagy 2016, 633-641), and on the Upper Moesia to L. Bjelajac (Bjelajac 1990), S. Fidanovski 
(Фидановски 1990) and T. Cvjetićanin (Cvjetićanin 2010). For the territory of Roman Macedonia and 
Achaea, it is worth noting the works of F. Waagé (Waagé 1933, 279-328), H. Robinson (Robinson 1959), 
J. Hayes (Hayes 1973, 416-470; Hayes 2008) and V. Anderson-Stojanović (Anderson-Stojanović 1992).

A more detailed study of the Roman slip pottery from Dacia Province began in the 1970s. The first 
summary study belongs to the Romanian specialist G. Popilian. In his monograph entitled ‘Ceramica 

10 The term terra sigillata refers to the ceramic production with a quality red (in some cases black) glossy slip coating from the late 
Hellenistic or Roman era.
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Romană din Oltenia’, he proposed a relatively complete typology of the discovered products, most of 
which are slip coated (Popilian 1976). For the first time, a significant import from the Lower Moesia 
ceramic centre near the village of Butovo was reported. Based on the discovered materials, the author 
assumes that the workshops in Romula were supported in organizational terms by craftsmen from 
Butovo (Popilian 1976, 148). Despite this opinion, it is currently difficult to prove that pottery similar 
to that from Butovo was produced on the site and it is more likely that it arrived in Romula as imports. 
Except this study, other important publications on the subject also belong to Popilian (Popilian 1981, 25-
46; Popilian 1984, 46-54; Popilian 1997, 7-20; Popilian, Grosu 2003, 60-74).

Lately, an increased interest in the pottery production in Dacia is observed. Between 1990 and 1999, 
I. Mitrofan put into scientific circulation a series of short reports on the complex in Micăsasa, whose 
activity is connected with the production of relief pottery in moulds (Mitrofan 1990, 129-138; Mitrofan 
1991, 173-200; Mitrofan 1995, 175-188; Mitrofan 1999, 166-173). Although the published materials are 
not few, there is still no comprehensive publication of the wares from the workshop in question.

Recently, summarising scholarly papers on the production sites in Romania have been the work of 
V. Rusu-Bolindeţ (Rusu-Bolindeţ 2007; Rusu-Bolindeţ 2011, 91-115). She heads the editorial team of an 
extremely valuable for this study catalogue, including 910 ceramic examples originating from different 
places in Romania (Rusu-Bolindeţ et al. 2018). Also under her main editorship, the first edition of a corpus 
entitled ‘Atlas of the Roman pottery workshops in the provinces of Dacia and Lower Moesia / Scythia 
Minor (1st – 7th centuries AD)’ was published. Among the considered sites from the Dacian territory are 
long-awaited articles about the centres at Porolissum (Lăzărescu, Sidó, 2018, 31-53), Brâncoveneşti (Sidó 
2018, 55-68), Potaissa (Andone-Rotaru, Nedelea 2018, 69-90), Alburnus Maior (Bocan, Neagu 2018, 91-
114), Apulum (Egri 2018, 115-129), Războieni – Cetate (Botiș 2018, 143-156) and Drobeta (Iliescu 2018, 
157-173).

MaIn WoRKs BY FoReIGn ReseaRCheRs on ReD sLIp WaRe FRoM the aRea 
BetWeen the DanUBe anD the BaLKans

B. Rutkowski was the first to trace the spread of ceramics from the previously known production 
complexes between the Danube and the Balkan, based on research of the Lower Danube Limes 
(Rutkowski 1963-1964, 47-49). Later, in a preliminary report on the pottery from Novae, E. Klenina tried 
to reconstruct the chronological picture concerning the activity of sites with kilns (Klenina 2002, 695-
703). In 2006, the researched materials were comprehensively published in a work in Russian dedicated 
to the table and cooking pottery from Novae (Northern Bulgaria) in the 3rd – 6th centuries (Кленина 
2006). Klenina includes red slipped forms in her work as well, but sets no clear criteria for determining 
the individual types. In her opinion, some of the presented plates, bowls, cups, jugs, kraters and pots were 
produced in the area of   Novae. This assumption, however, has yet to be proved more convincingly, as 
only indirect data and results from several archaeometric analyses have been proposed in support of it.

The first summarising study on a separate category of vessels belongs to the Polish archaeologist 
P. Dyczek (Dyczek 1999). In his monograph on the Roman amphorae from the Lower Danube and the 
transport goods in the 1st – 3rd centuries, he includes 36 ware types. Three of them (type 30, 34-35) 
relate to red slip forms with a flat bottom or to the so-called ‘table’ amphorae, for which there is direct 
or indirect evidence that they were produced in the complexes near Pavlikeni and Butovo in the second 
half of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd centuries AD. Although some of them were found in a clearly dated 
context, the author sets them in a very broad chronological framework from the 2nd to the 4th century. A 
few years later, the study of Romanian researcher D. Paraschiv (Paraschiv 2006) appeared on the same 
topic.

At the end of the 1990s, the pottery complex excavated by the British team in Nicopolis ad Istrum 
was made public (Falkner 1999, 57-296). The author of the publication R. Falkner pays serious attention 
to the red slip ware, presented by 604 examples. The proposed classification is based on a division 
by technological criteria, and the samples are considered only through a short catalogue description, 
including a commentary on the individual groups. The dating of the ceramic finds is based on the 
discovery context, omitting published parallels from other sites, even from precisely dated complexes. 
Hence the inaccuracies in the chronological distribution of the studied materials. Although he draws 
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attention to the fact that later layer scan also contain earlier materials (the 2nd – first half of the 3rd c. 
AD), the author refers most of the forms after the third quarter of the 3rd century, dating them even 
up to the 5th century. Excluding these inaccuracies, Falkner’s publication is particularly useful because 
of his observations on the supply of Nicopolis ad Istrum with luxury red slip wares from the sites with 
kilns. The conclusions made, both for the local production and for the external influences on it, are also 
contributing.

The interest in Roman pottery from the area between the Danube and the Balkan is reflected in a 
number of Romanian studies. In the monograph of A. Suceveanu from 2000, a large number of pottery 
finds from Istria are published (Suceveanu 2000). The presented typology is not based on specially 
developed criteria, but on those of earlier studies. The included red slip and ordinary pottery are divided 
into several main groups – bowls, cups, plates, pots, jugs and amphorae. The absence of categories of 
vessels typical for the period, such as strainers, kraters or paterae, is conspicuous. Despite the lack of some 
forms, the study of Suceveanu remains the most significant work for the area of   the West Pontic littoral. 
Another summarising article on the ceramic production in Istria and the surrounding area belongs to J. 
Iliescu and F. Botiş (Iliescu, Botiş 2018, 193-209).

A new stage in the study of ceramic production in the northeastern part of Lower Moesia occurs after 
the discovering and publishing of the production complex in the vicus east of Durostorum. Initially, an 
article presented the pottery kilns (Muşeţeanu et al. 1998-2000, 411-423), and a little later a monograph 
by C. Muşeţeanu with a typology of the discovered ceramic forms was published (Muşeţeanu 2003). 
According to the author, some of the kilns were connected to civilian manufacturers, while the rest were 
operated by military units. The former were dated from the beginning of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd 
century AD, while the latter functioned until the 370s AD. Muşeţeanu’s study lacks evidence for the local 
production of the respective types11. The production of household pottery near Durostorum is definitely 
attested, but certainly some of the found products were the work of other provincial workshops, not of 
the local potters. The latter is confirmed by the discarded production and moulds that were published in 
detail only in 2018 (Rusu-Bolindeţ et al. 2018, # 782-804). In a recently published summarising study on 
this complex, A. Băltăc also places the work of the kilns in the 2nd – 4th centuries AD, explaining that it is 
presently difficult to distinguish two separate periods (Băltăc 2018, 211-223).

An important place in the research on the topic is occupied by a recently published dissertation 
dedicated to the crafts in the province of Lower Moesia by Romanian archaeologist G. Nuţu (Nuţu 2019). 
Chapter IV on the ceramic production provides a detailed overview of the individual workshops. Based 
on the published information, Nuţu makes contributory conclusions about the favourable factors for the 
emergence and development of pottery workshops. His observations on the export of products from the 
workshops around Nicopolis ad Istrum to the places with other synchronously operating production 
complexes in the provinces of Lower Moesia and Dacia Malvensis, where they exerted a strong influence 
on the local production, are also reasonable.

F. Topoleanu, C. Croitoru, L. Chrzanovski (Topoleanu 2000; Topoleanu, Croitoru 2015; Topoleanu, 
Chrzanovski 2016, 181-192), A. Opaiţ (Opaiţ 2003, 215-218; Opaiţ 2004), V. Baumann (Baumann 2008, 
207-250; Baumann 2009, 193-216; Baumann 2018, 225-238), C. Băjenaru (Băjenaru 2013, 41-110; 
Băjenaru 2014, 105-132; Băjenaru 2018, 239-257), V. Rusu-Bolindeţ (Rusu-Bolindeţ 2010, 410-419), D. 
Elefterescu (Elefterescu 2016, 159-185) also deal with imported and local pottery production in the area 
of Roman and Late Antique Dobrudzha.

MaIn ReseaRCh on the topIC In BULGaRIan speCIaLIseD LIteRatURe

Until the middle of the 20th century, no generalising studies on the topic were published in Bulgarian 
specialised literature. Until then, Roman pottery was known only from publication of individual finds or 
from its most general mention.

The beginning of a more in-depth study of red slip ware in Bulgaria was laid by Al. Dimitrova-
Milcheva with her article on the production of terra sigillata in the present Bulgarian lands (Димитрова 
1961, 27-34). The publication includes an analysis of the discovered moulds for relief pottery from Novae, 

11 For example, wasters and moulds.
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Lukovit and seals for stamping on vessels from Montana. Later, the same finds were republished many 
times by Dimitrova-Milcheva in a number of Bulgarian and foreign-language editions (Димитрова-
Милчева 1994, 238-246; Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 119-161; Dimitrova-Milčeva 1987, 515-526; 
Dimitrova-Milčeva 2000). The author claims that the Lukovit mould for Dragendorff type 37 bowls and 
the fragment from Novae prove the existence of red slip pottery production in Lower Moesia even at 
the end of the 1st or the beginning of the 2nd century AD. For the time being, the proposed assumption 
remains without substantiated arguments, as whole vessels or fragments that were cast in the moulds in 
question are not yet known.

The main research activity of A. Dimitrova-Milcheva is related to the import of luxury ceramics and 
local production in the province of Thracia and Moesia / Lower Moesia in the period from the 1st to the 
3rd century (Димитрова-Милчева 1994, 238-246; Dimitrova-Milčeva 1979, 293-300; Dimitrova-Milčeva 
1987, 515-526; Dimitrova-Milčeva 1990, 125-133; Dimitrova-Milčeva 1992, 479-496; Dimitrova-Milčeva 
2000). In recent years, her research has been summarised in a paper on the luxury ware – imported and 
locally produced in Thracia and Moesia in the 1st – 3rd centuries AD (Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 119-
161). In that study, the import of eastern and western sigillatas in both provinces is traced in detail. Local 
production is also considered. In conclusion, the author combines the ceramics from Pavlikeni, Butovo, 
Romula and Micăsasa in one group, based on the shared style and decorative repertory. However, one 
should pay attention to the significant difference in the production of these complexes. On the other 
hand, some of these workshops did not function synchronously12, which excludes the possibility of 
combining their products in one group.

A real impetus in the study of the local red slip ware came after the discovery of several important 
workshops in the area of   Nicopolis ad Istrum. Thanks to the purposeful work of Bulgarian researcher 
B. Sultov, from the 1960s to the beginning of the 1980s, large areas of the production complexes in 
Butovo, Pavlikeni region, Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region and Varbovski Livadi site 
near Pavlikeni were studied. As a result of twenty years of excavations, the remains of over 100 pottery 
kilns, hundreds of whole vessels, about 200,000 fragments, over 200 moulds and various pottery tools 
were discovered (Султов 1981, 2).

 The rich publishing activity of B. Sultov is reflected in numerous preliminary announcements of the 
results from the researched sites with kilns and brief summaries of the discovered production (Султов 
1962a, 30-34; Султов 1969, 12-24; Султов 1972a, 21-28; Султов 1976; Султов 1977, 9-62; Султов 1979, 
18-24; Sultov 1979, 103-110). In 1985, his monograph ‘Ceramic production on the territory of Nicopolis 
ad Istrum (2nd – 4th c.)’ was published in English (Sultov 1985). The study includes a description and 
chronology of the excavated production complexes, the organisation of production, technology and 
typology of the pottery forms. It should be noted that the latter does not comply with typological criteria, 
which leads to inaccuracies in the definition of some forms. The final part of the monograph makes an 
attempt to reconstruct the chronological picture and the ethnicity of the potters.

Apart from the indisputable contribution element, a number of inaccuracies have been admitted in 
Sultov’s research works. In the first place, it is the lack of specification regarding the chronology of the 
individual production complexes. The author changes the dating of the sites several times; even in the same 
study he expresses different opinions on the issue. His work is nevertheless fundamental and represents the 
first attempt to summarise the topic for an area directly affecting the territory under research.

The followers who inherited the rich archaeological material from the excavations of B. Sultov are 
G. Kabakchieva, P. Vladkova and S. Sultova. Only a few years after the publication of his monograph, 
their study entitled ‘Ceramics Centres on the Territory of Nicopolis ad Istrum, 2nd – 4th century’ was 
issued (Kabakčieva et al. 1988). On the basis of Sultov’s typology, other groups of red slip ware were 
added – trays, kraters, paterae, lamps and terracottas. The catalogue includes over 300 whole vessels, 
fragments, moulds and pottery tools. Unfortunately, most of the finds are presented only in short textual 
descriptions. There are not enough photographs and graphic images which makes the work difficult for 
Roman pottery researchers to use.

Initially, G. Kabakchieva’s scholarly activity was related to the research of red slip ware from the 
province of Thracia. Her main articles on the topic concern the state of the study on Roman era ceramics 

12 Cf. Chapter IV.
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in Southern Bulgaria (Кабакчиева 1982, 101-107) and the typology and chronology of red slip plates 
from Thracia (1st – 4th c.) (Кабакчиева 1983, 1-12). She also authored a monograph on the ceramics from 
the villa near Ivaylovgrad (Кабакчиева 1986a). At the same time, Kabakchieva defended a dissertation 
on the red slip tableware from Thracia in the 1st – 4th centuries AD (Кабакчиева 1986b), where important 
conclusions were made, affecting also the production complexes in Lower Moesia. Attention was drawn 
to the fact that the production of the large workshops near Pavlikeni and Butovo did not spread to 
the south of the Balkan. Later, the researcher also dealt with the import of luxury ceramics from Gaul 
and Pannonia in Lower Moesia (Кабакчиева 1994, 148-170; Kabakčieva 1996, 119-125; Kabakčieva 
1997, 33-39; Kabakčieva 2001, 199-201), as well as with the distribution of the Butovo pottery in Oescus 
(Kabakčieva 1990, 67-76).

P. Vladkova is another author who, after the research work of B. Sultov, dedicated her studies to the 
Roman pottery production in the urban territory of Nicopolis ad Istrum. Her publications on the subject 
are the result of many years of field and creative work. Among her earlier articles, one should note the 
research on the decorative ornaments on ceramic trays (Владкова 1991, 129-137; Владкова 2005, 80-82). 
Later, in several consecutive works, she published some of the small finds discovered by Sultov in complex 
at Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (Владкова 1995, 75-86; Владкова 2009, 38-49; Владкова 2010a, 
29-46; Владкова 2010b, 255-266). Her observations on the technology and consumption of ceramic wares 
were soon summarised in a monograph on the ancient production centre near Pavlikeni (Lower Moesia) 
(Владкова 2011). A main topic there is her proposed periodization with three periods distinguished: the 
first – from the 80s to the 170s AD; the second – from the end of the previous period to the 230s; and the 
third – from the end of the 3rd century to the 360s-370s AD. Basing her reasoning on numismatic analysis 
and individual small finds, Vladkova connects the first period in the complex with animal husbandry, the 
second – with ceramic production, while for the third she states that the inhabitants had nothing to do 
with the previous activities. Ignoring the huge amount of fully preserved vessels and sherds found there, 
she inaccurately limited the pottery production to the second period. As it will be cleared further in the 
text, the pottery made near Pavlikeni should be generally referred to the time from the first decades of 
the 2nd century to 170/171 AD13. With this inaccuracy excluded, P. Vladkova’s research is of a markedly 
contributing nature and represents a positive experience in the research of Roman-era pottery south of 
the Lower Danube.

Bulgarian archaeologist G. Kuzmanov makes important observations on the issues under 
consideration. Although some of his major scholarly works refer to the Late Antiquity, his contribution is 
undeniable. In the concluding part of his monograph on the Early Byzantine pottery from the dioceses of 
Thracia and Dacia, an important summary was made about the transition in the development of vessels 
from the Roman to the Late Antiquity epochs (Кузманов 1985). It is clearly emphasised that the period 
of decline in the second half of the 3rd century conduced to lowering the quality of workmanship and 
reducing the number of the pottery forms.

Another important study of G. Kuzmanov on the subject is dedicated to the ancient lamps from 
the collection of the National Archaeological Museum in Sofia (Кузманов 1992). It included ceramic 
and metal finds divided into three large groups of Greek, Roman and Late Antique wares. The assumed 
classification is clearly defined by three main criteria: technological, chronological and typological. 
Later, an identical methodology was used in the structure of N. Torbov’s monographic study on the 
ancient lamps from Northwestern Bulgaria (Торбов 2014). In addition to the mentioned publications on 
products with special purpose from the considered region of the present Bulgarian territory, the works of 
A. Minchev (Минчев 1977, 166-169) and S. Sultova (Султова 1991, 116-128) should be noted.

The detailed study of the pottery firing facilities has launched in recent years. A large part of the 
information on the already excavated kilns from the 1st to the 6th centuries AD was introduced for the first 
time in a study by A. Harizanov (Харизанов 2019). The presented typology is based on the already known 
research works on the topic. An attempt has been made to supplement the periodization of the production 
activities in some workshops, and a comprehensive chronology for the operation of the sites with kilns 
has been proposed for others. Here, as in other publications already discussed above, the products made 
and baked in the facilities have not received the necessary attention. Despite the considerable amount of 

13 Cf. Chapter IV.
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published information, the author fully trusts the previously proposed chronological interpretation of 
sites such as Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni and Butovo. This has led to a discrepancy with the actual 
dating of the kilns in the mentioned production complexes14. In addition to the considered scholarly 
work, the field and creative activity of A. Harizanov relates to the study of pottery dryers in the Roman 
period (Harizanov 2016a, 32-38). His research on some pottery workshops in the province of Thracia 
(Harizanov 2016b, 581-594) and the distribution of imports along the Diagonal Road (Harizanov 2020, 
75-110) are also of a contributory nature.

Lately, the Bulgarian researchers have increased their interest in Roman amphorae. A recent 
publication is D. Dobreva’s monograph on trade contacts of the provincial centres in Lower Moesia and 
Thracia according to data from the transport vessels (Dobreva 2007). Another close study on the topic is 
the dissertation of N. Borislavova (Бориславова 2017), the publication of which is expected with great 
interest by the regional researchers of ceramics.

Two articles by the author were recently published, presenting the output of two large production 
complexes. In the research paper on the pottery from the Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni, the 
repertory of vessels is clearly illustrated, and their production on the spot is definitely proved. The dating 
for each separate form has been prеcised (Ivanov 2019a, 1-31). For the first time, the author introduced 
materials from the pottery workshop near the village of Karavelovo, Shumen Province; each type is 
clearly classified and set in a narrow chronological framework (Ivanov 2019b, 267-284).

Until recently, archaeological excavations at production complexes from the Roman period between 
the Danube and the Balkan were led by V. Handzhiyska (Selishteto site near the village of Suhache, 
Cherven Bryag municipality) and K. Chakarov (Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni). The target 
excavations of sites with kilns they carried out aimed at clarifying the problems related to the chronology 
of the sites. Despite the field surveys, their work remains known only from the annual archaeological 
reports, and summarising publications on the topic are still missing on their part.

***
The historiographical review indicates that publications have so far concerned only certain regions 

or sites. The ceramics from Novae, Nicopolis ad Istrum, its nearby production workshops, as well as the 
materials from Durostorum and Istria are relatively well represented. For the rest, we have only brief 
information from several sites on the Danube Limes and the inland.

The absence of archaeological data for entire areas of the studied territory gives a clear idea of   
the current state of research in Bulgaria. The information about pottery production and production 
complexes published so far is unsatisfactory. There is a significant lag behind the European research on 
the issue. The lack of summarising works on the local red slip ware from the lands between the Danube 
and the Balkan predetermined the writing of this study.

14 Cf. Chapter IV.

 15 



ChapteR II

Classification, typology and chronology

Classification
The development of a new classification of the red slip ware is necessary for several reasons. In the 

first place, there is a lack of clear criteria in the preparation of the classifications known from previous 
studies on the territory in question. On the other hand, there is a need to precise the already existing 
frameworks in defining the individual categories of vessels. The names introduced by B. Sultov, such as 
‘pottery with two handles’ or ‘amphora-shaped vessels’ (Sultov 1985), are not acceptable, as they can be 
applied for a variety of forms (cups, jugs, etc.). Тhe classification proposed here, in order to differentiate 
the separate groups, takes into account the calculated parameters of the vessels in each of them. This 
allows those of similar parameters which are otherwise mutually exclusive to form their own classes.

The classification is based on the distribution method developed in the 1950s by A. Shepard (Shepard 
1956, 228-230, fig. 21-21). For the open forms (plates, bowls, trays, cups, krateroid vessels, kraters and 
paterae) it uses the simplest variant, in which they are distinguished by calculating the ratio of height to 
maximum diameter of the vessels (height / diameter)15. 

The values   obtained for the open forms are the following:
1. Plates (shallow dishes for serving meals) – 0.16 ÷ 0.29
2. Bowls (deep dishes for preparing and serving meals) – 0.38 ÷ 0.62
3. Cups – 0.73 ÷ 1.40
4. Kraters and krateroid vessels are also part of this group and partially fall into the category of the 

cups (0.75 ÷ 0.90), but due to their large size and different function they are defined separately.
The classes of the closed vessels (jugs, ‘table’ amphorae, pots and dolia) are defined on the basis of 

formal features of their most characteristic elements: mouth, neck, shoulders, close-to-bottom part and 
bottom.

Household pottery from the production complexes is generally divided into the following categories: 
tableware, kitchen ware, storage ware and for religious purposes (fig. 1). Red slip table forms include 
plates, bowls, cups, jugs, stoppers, ‘table’ amphorae and krateroid vessels. Kitchen ware is represented 
only by strainers. Storage ware includes pots, lids and dolia. Kraters and paterae belong to the vessels with 
religious functions16.

typology and chronology
The typological affiliation of each class of vessels is distinguished on the basis of the specific formal 

features they possess. The derived variants, in turn, are the result of the analysis of decoration and certain 
specifics in the application technique used.

The studied material consists of completely preserved vessels and fragments from the investigated 
sites. About 40% of it is already known from the specialised literature, and the rest is presented here for 
the first time. 441 samples are included, about which there are direct or indirect data that they were made 
in the considered production complexes. The discarded production, the manner of execution, the colour 
of the baked surface and the slip coating are taken into account.

RED SLIP TABLEWARE
According to the function of the vessels, the group is generally divided into dishes for serving and 

having meals – plates, bowls and trays; for drinking – cups; for serving liquids – jugs, ‘table’ amphorae 
and krateroid vessels (?). Tableware occupies the largest share of the production repertory of the included 
workshops and represents about 80% of their own output.

15 When determining the proportions of specimens with a mouth strongly curved outwards, the maximum width of the body is 
taken into account, not the maximum diameter at the rim.
16 The individual forms are related to a particular category of vessels, as some of them had performed more than one function. The 
latter applies mainly to the group of the cult ceramics.
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pLates17 (# 1 – 58; fig. 2 – 8; map 3)
The plates are represented by 15 types. 9 of them are present in the typology of B. Sultov (Sultov 

1985), together with 4 forms coinciding with the catalogue of pottery from Novae (Кленина 2006) and 
with 3 types of plates from the province of Thracia (Кабакчиева 1983, 1-12). The other 6 types are of 
recently differentiated varieties (Ivanov 2019a, 1-31; Ivanov 2019b 267-284), belonging to the repertory 
of the workshops near Butovo, Karavelovo and Mezdra, with 3 of them being shown for the first time.

PLATES TYPE I (# 1 – 6)
Kabakchieva 1983, plates type VIII; Sultov 1985, plates type 2 and 4a; Ivanov 2019a, plates type I. 
Plates of conical shape with flat bottom. Mouth rim strongly curved outwards (and downwards 

sometimes) with a wide incised line on the upper surface. On the inside, on the walls and bottom, bands 
of roulette decoration (variant A) or stamped planta pedis (variant B). Ring-footed. Orange clay without 
inclusions, red-brown slip. The mouth diameter varies from 18.0 to 30.0 cm; height from 3.8 to 5.3 cm; 
diameter of the bottom from 8.0 to 11.0 cm.

The plates of type I are a close imitation of Dragendorff type 18 of the Italic sigillata (Dragendorff 
1895). Another close parallel is offered by form 5A-B of the North African red slip ware, which appeared 
at the end of the 1st century (Hayes 1972, 20-28, fig. 2-3). The type is common in Nicopolis ad Istrum, 
where it was found in a layer dated to 100-130 AD (Falkner 1999, 172-174, # 416, 418). Plates of the same 
type were found in the Kalvaka site near Butovo, Veliko Tarnovo region, in a grave together with coins of 
Emperor Antoninus Pius (138-161) (Sultov 1985, 63).

The production of this type began in the first / second quarter of the 2nd century and lasted until the 
third quarter of the same century. It was made mainly in the production complex in Varbovski Livadi 
site near Pavlikeni.

17 In this case, I define as plates the shallow dishes for serving meals (height – from 3.0 to 7.0 cm; diameter – from 15.0 to 36.0 cm). 
The calculation of the height / diameter ratio clearly distinguishes the included samples from the bowls – deep food containers 
(height – from 2.2 to 15.0 cm; diameter – from 7.4 to 31.0 cm).

Fig. 1. Classification of the red slip ware.
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PLATES TYPE II (# 7 – 15)
Sultov 1985, plates type 3 and 4c; Klenina 2006, plates type 8; Ivanov 2019a, plates type II
Plates of flattened spheroid shape. Solid mouth rim strongly everted and curved downwards. On 

the upper surface of the mouth, applied barbotine ‘commas’ (variant A). Inside on the bottom, bands 
of roulette decoration (variant B) or incised lines and stamped planta pedis (variant C). Ring-footed. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. The mouth diameter varies from 15.0 to 31.0 cm; 
height from 3.0 to 6.0 cm; bottom diameter from 6.3 to 11.0 cm.

Traditionally, researchers define these plates as a direct imitation of the Dragendorff sigillata form 36 
(Dragendorff 1895; Sultov 1985, 64; Иванова 2006, 289). Similar is also form 2C of the North African 
red slip ware (Hayes 1972, 20, fig. 2). A close parallel of the type originates from a grave in the Golyamata 
Mogila site near the village of Madrets, Stara Zagora region, which is dated to the middle of the 2nd 
century at the latest (Буюклиев 1984, 29-30; Иванова 2006, 290). Identical plates were found in the 
necropolis near Butovo together with coins of the emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius (Sultov 
1985, 64). The type is also well known from the military camps along the Danube Limes – Novae and 
Troesmis (Opaiţ 1980, 339, fig. XIV/2; Sultov 1985, 64; Dyczek 1987, 268, fig. XIII/3; Кленина 2006, 92). 
It was produced from the first half of the 2nd to the 70s of the same century in the complex at Varbovski 
Livadi site near Pavlikeni.

PLATES TYPE III (# 16)
Kabakchieva 1983, plates type 10; Sultov 1985, plates type 5; Ivanov 2019a, plates type IV
Plates of hemispherical shape and elaborately profiled mouth rim. Two flat decorative handles 

attached just below the mouth. Ring-footed flat bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Mouth diameter 24.0 cm; height 6.0 cm; bottom diameter 9.5 cm.

The prototype of these vessels can be sought among the Pontic sigillata forms (Hayes 1985, 143, fig. 
XXIII/2), which are generally dated to the end of the 1st – 3rd century. This form coincides approximately 
with Type 10 in G. Kabakchieva’s typology of the red slip plates in Thracia, where the vessels in question 
are set in the 2nd – 3rd century (Кабакчиева 1983, 7). Identical plates were found during the excavations 
of the necropolis in the Kalvaka site near Butovo, in graves dated with coins of Emperor Antoninus 
Pius (Sultov 1985, 64). Another parallel is known from the road station Ad Radices18 on the Oescus-
Philippopolis road, where it was found along with coins from the 2nd century.

The type was manufactured at the production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. Its 
emergence and use may be placed in the period of the second-third quarter of the 2nd century.

18 Unpublished materials collected from the field after an archaeological looting in 2017.

Map 3. Territorial distribution of the different types of bowls in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 2. Red slip tableware: plates (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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PLATES TYPE IV (# 17 – 22)
Kabakchieva 1983, plates type VII; Sultov 1985, plates type 1c; Ivanov 2019a, plates type VI
Plates with lower hemispherical and upper cylindrical part, separated by a more articulate edge. 

Mouth rim slightly curved outwards. Inside on the bottom, bands of rouletting (variant A), in some cases 
with planta pedis stamped in combination with incised lines (variant B) or rouletting (variant C). In some 
cases, roulette decoration and two wide incised lines are applied onto the outer surface. Ring-footed. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. The mouth diameter varies from 16.0 to 26.5 cm; height 
from 4.2 to 5.4 cm; bottom diameter from 6.5 to 10.8 cm.

The predecessor of type IV plates should be sought in the repertory of the Pontic sigillata, the closest 
being forms 1 and 8, dated to the end of the 1st – 2nd century (Hayes 1985, 133, fig. XXII/8-10). The vessels 
of this shape are closest to type VII in the typology of the red-slip plates from Thracia, although here 
they are set in a very wide chronological framework – from the 1st to the 4th century (Кабакчиева 1983, 
5, fig. 7). According to B. Sultov, the production of vessels of this type began in the second half of the 2nd 
century (Sultov 1985, 62). We get more accurate information from the inventory of graves in Mound # VI 
near the village of Gorsko Ablanovo, Targovishte region. Close parallels of the type of plates in question 
come from this site; they were found together with coins, the latest of which is from the time of Emperor 
Antoninus Pius (138-161) (Торбатов 2012, 297-298, fig. 13/1-2, 14/1-2). Similar vessels documented in 
the course of the excavations at Nicopolis ad Istrum come from a layer with materials dated to 130-175 
AD (Falkner 1999, 182-184, # 478, 482, 486, 493). Similar plates, dating to the first half of the 2nd century, 
are known also from the excavation of a pottery kiln on the left bank of the Asar Dere river, in the Outer 
City of medieval Pliska (Иванов, Стойчев 2013, 167, fig. 1/1,4,6,10).

The finds from the area indicate that the type was manufactured approximately from the second to 
the third quarter of the 2nd century, in the production complex near Pavlikeni. Plates similar in shape and 
dated to the first half of the 3rd century are also known from the workshop located on the Cape of Sveti 
Atanas near the town of Byala19.

PLATES TYPE V (# 23 – 25)
Sultov 1985, plates type 1a; Ivanov 2019a, plates type V
Cylindrical-conical plates. Vertical mouth rim. Relief rings limit the cylindrical part above and below. 

Flat bottom with roulette decoration on the inside. A wide incised line on the outer surface. Ring-footed. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 17.0 to 26.0 cm; height from 4.5 to 
6.5 cm; bottom diameter from 7.0 to 11.0 cm.

The prototype of the plates of type V can be associated with the Cypriot sigillata and more precisely 
with the P 8 form from the typology of J. Hayes (Hayes 1985, 133, fig. XVIII/15). According to B. Sultov, 
the production of these vessels began in the middle of the 2nd century (Sultov 1985, 62). This is confirmed 
also by the examples recorded in Nicopolis ad Istrum, attributed to 150-175 AD according to the context 
of discovery (Falkner 1999, 182, # 483, 487). An exact parallel originates from the pottery workshops 
located at the vicus near Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, 188, fig. 14/2).

In the 2nd century, the type was produced in the Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni, simultaneously 
with its low-quality imitations from the workshop near Hotnitsa. Similar plates were probably produced 
in Butovo as well, or in another workshop, at the end of the same century.

PLATES TYPE VI (# 26 – 30)
Sultov 1985, plates type 6; Klenina 2006, plates type 2
Plates with body shaped as a flattened sphere. Thickened mouth rim strongly curved outwards. 

Relief edge on the inner walls. Both examples without decoration (variant A) and individual samples 
with roulette (variant B) or stamped decoration (variant C) occur. Ring-footed. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-red to dark brown slip. Mouth diameter from 24.0 to 36.0 cm; height from 4.0 to 5.4 
cm; bottom diameter from 10.0 to 23.0 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the production of these plates took place in the period from the end of the 2nd 
century to the middle of the 3rd century (Sultov 1985, 64-65). Close parallels are known from Nicopolis 

19 Unpublished data yielded by the excavations of V. Yotov and A. Minchev in 2013.
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Fig. 3. Red slip tableware: plates (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 165, fig. 9.19/359) and Novae (Кленина 2006, 90-91). Some of the included 
examples were found during the excavations of a multi-layered site Mezdra – Kaleto, where they were 
dated to the first half / third quarter of the 3rd century.

The plates of this type were produced mainly in the complexes near Butovo and Mezdra in the first 
half of the 3rd century.

PLATES TYPE VII (# 31 – 32)
Sultov 1985, plates type 6 
Plates of conical-shaped body. Elaborately profiled mouth rim strongly curved outwards. More 

sloping walls of the upper part. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth 
diameter from 27.5 to 32.5 cm; height 5.5 cm; bottom diameter 15.0 cm.

Close parallels dating from the first half of the 3rd century are known from the excavations of the 
vicus near the village of Kamen, Veliko Tarnovo region (Църов 1997, 135, fig. V/4), from the vicus east 
of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 28/285), from the Sostra road station (Христов 2015a, 78, fig. 1/4) 
and from the sanctuary near Mezdra.

The production of this type dates back to the first half of the 3rd century and is the work of potters 
from the complexes near Butovo and Mezdra.

PLATES TYPE VIII (# 33 – 36)
Plates of conical-shaped body. Thickened mouth rim strongly curved outwards. More sloping walls of 

the upper part. Examples without decoration (variant A) with an incised line on the upper surface of the 
mouth, as well as examples with roulette decoration inside on the bottom (variant B) are known. Ring-
footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter from 18.5 to 31.0 cm; height 
from 4.6 to 5.0 cm; bottom diameter from 7.5 to 12.0 cm.

Plates of this type are not common in the area. Close parallels of the type III specimens are those from 
Oescus (Kabakčieva 1990, 75, fig. 8) and the sanctuary near Mezdra. The type was produced in Butovo 
and Mezdra (?) in the first half of the 3rd century.

PLATES TYPE IX (# 37 – 40)
Sultov 1985, plates type 7; Klenina 2006, plates type 9
Plates of conical-shaped body. Rounded mouth rim. Walls more sloping in the upper part. Ring-

footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter up to 32.0 cm; height up to 4.5 
cm; bottom diameter up to 22.0 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the production of this type began in the second half of the 2nd century. Both 
form 18 of the North African red slip ware (Sultov 1985, 65; Hayes 1972, 43, fig. 6) and form 53 of the so-
called Eastern sigillata A (Кленина 2006, 92-93; Hayes 1985, fig. 7/3). Exact parallels of the plates of type 
IX are common in the excavations of Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 183-186, fig. 9.26-9.27/507-
510), the vicus east of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 29/299) and Sostra road station (Христов 
2015a, 111, fig. 2/10). According to the data we have at the moment, the type was produced in Butovo in 
the first half of the 3rd century.

PLATES TYPE X (# 41)
Klenina 2006, plates type 1
Conical-shaped plates. Thickened and rounded mouth rim. Relief edge on the inner walls. Ring-

footed. Orange clay without inclusions, light brown slip. Mouth diameter 22.0 cm; height up to 4.5 cm; 
bottom diameter up to 10.0 cm.

Close parallels are known from Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 193, fig. 9.29/562) and Novae 
(Кленина 2006, 90), dating from the second half of the 3rd to the 5th century20. Identical exemplars 
originate from the road station of Sostra (Христов 2015a, 78, fig. 1/3), where they were categorically 
dated to the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century.

20 It is difficult to imagine how a ceramic form remained completely unchanged for three centuries.
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Fig. 4. Red slip tableware: plates (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 5. Red slip tableware: plates (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 6. Red slip tableware: plates (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 7. Red slip tableware: plates (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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PLATES TYPE XI (# 42 – 47)
Sultov 1985, plates type 9; Klenina 2006, plates type 13
Conical-shaped plates. Mouth rim strongly curved inwards. Flat or convex bottom. Both exemplars 

without decoration (variant A) and with rouletting (variant B) or rouletting in combination with a floral motif 
applied with a finger on the still wet slip (variant C) are known. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. Mouth diameter from 21.0 to 26.0 cm; height from 4.0 to 6.0 cm; bottom diameter from 12.0 to 18.0 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the production of these plates began in the second half of the 3rd century 
(Sultov 1985, 65). The type is well known from the excavations in Nicopolis ad Istrum, Novae (Sultov 
1985, 65; Falkner 1999, 195, # 580; Кленина 2006, 93) and the villa near Kralev Dol village, municipality 
of Pernik (Найденова 1985, 82, fig. 2/5). Close parallels dating from the 3rd century are known from the 
excavations of the Roman sanctuary near Mezdra (# 43 – 47) and the kilns near Suhache, Pleven region 
(Ханджийска 2016, 478, fig. 2). They were produced in the first half of the 3rd century in the complexes 
near Butovo and Mezdra.

PLATES TYPE XII (# 48 – 49)
Plates of conical body. Mouth rim strongly curved outwards (in some cases inwards). Flat or concave 

bottom. Both plates without decoration (variant A) and plates with incised concentric circles and oblique 
notches on the flat part of the bottom (variant B) are found. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Mouth diameter from 17.0 to 18.0 cm; height 3.5 cm; bottom diameter from 11.0 cm.

In the specialised literature, these plates are referred to as kernoi. They are known from the Roman 
sanctuaries near Mezdra (# 48 – 49) and the Sostra castellum (Иванов 2013, 197, fig. 1/2). The placement 
of kernoi as grave goods is typical for several sites in the considered territory. Similar vessels were 
found together with coins from the time of Septimius Severus (193-211) to Gordianus III (238-244) 
during the digs of the mound necropoleis near the town of Opaka (Русев 2012, 352-353), the villages 
of Gorsko Ablanovo (Торбатов 2012, 261), Lyublen, municipality of Opaka (Овчаров 1979, 42), and 
Mogilets, municipality of Omurtag (Гинев 1986, 19-21). The production of kernoi in the period under 
consideration took place on the territory of Nicopolis ad Istrum (Sultov 1985, 87) and most probably in 
the complex near Mezdra.

PLATES TYPE XIII (# 50 – 53)
Ivanov 2019b, plates type I – II
Plates with conical body. Thickened and intricately profiled mouth rim, outer surface slightly grooved. 

Ring-footed. Orange-brown clay with inclusions of fireclay, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 21.0 to 
22.0 cm; height 5.0 cm; bottom diameter from 9.0 to 10.0 cm.

The plates of type XIII resemble the sigillata form Dragendorff 47 (Dragendorff 1895). A close parallel 
is known from the pottery kilns near Durostorum, dated to the second half of the 2nd century (Muşeţeanu 
2003, 200, fig. 26/264). Identical plates were found during the excavations of a household pottery kiln 
near the early Christian church № 1 at the aul near the village of Khan Krum, Shumen region, where they 
were dated to the first half of the 3rd century (Христов, Стоева 2013, 397, fig. 7). The type was produced 
mostly in the complex near Karavelovo at the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century.

PLATES TYPE XIV (# 54 – 56)
Plates of hemispherical shape. Elaborately profiled and thickened mouth rim curved outwards and 

downwards. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 15.0 
to 21.0 cm; height from 4.0 to 6.0 cm; bottom diameter from 7.0 to 9.0 cm.

The plates of type XIV are not widespread in the area and are currently known from the production 
complexes near Butovo, Mezdra and the kilns at the vicus of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 19/114). 
According to the data based on the collected archaeological materials, the type can be placed in the first 
half of the 3rd century.

PLATES TYPE XV (# 57 – 58)
Plates of cylindrical-conical body. Vertical mouth rim. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 

Mouth diameter from 17.0 to 23.0 cm.
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Fig. 8. Red slip tableware: plates and bowls (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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So far, these plates are known only from the Roman sanctuary near Mezdra (# 57 – 58), and their 
origin is to be sought in the nearby production complex which worked most actively in the first half of 
the 3rd century.

BoWLs (# 59 – 157; fig. 8 – 13; map 4)
The bowls comprise 20 types. The typology of B. Sultov includes 12 forms. Of these, 4 are inaccurately 

defined as cups and 1 as a plate (Sultov 1985). Some of the presented bowls are also found in the 
publication on the pottery from Novae (Кленина 2006) and among the known specimens from the 
province of Thracia (Кабакчиева 1983, 1-12). The present study includes also 7 new types from two 
recently published articles by the author (Ivanov 2019a, 1-31; Ivanov 2019b, 267-284).

BOWLS TYPE I (# 59 – 73)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 2 and cups type 6a; Klenina 2006, cups type 4; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type I
Bowls of hemispherical body and mouth rim strongly curved out- and downwards. Ring-footed. 

Patterns of barbotine vegetal decoration (variant A), rouletting (variant B) or combination of both 
(variant C). Undecorated exemplars are also known. Orange-red clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Mouth diameter ranging from 9.0 to 31.0 cm; height from 3.4 to 12 cm; bottom diameter from 3.5 to  
10.5 cm.

The prototype of these bowls is usually associated with the Dragendorff form 35 (Dragendorff 1895; 
Sultov 1985, 69; Кленина 2006, 97; Иванова 2006, 289). Form 2 of the typology of North African red 
slip ware can also be mentioned as a source of influence (Hayes 1972, 20, fig. 2; Кленина 2006, 97). The 
close parallels from Nicopolis ad Istrum come from a layer dating to 130-170 AD (Falkner 1999, 172-174, 
# 411, 412, 419, 422, 423). This chronology is confirmed by similar bowls found in a grave during the 
excavations of the Golyamata Mogila site near Madrets, Stara Zagora region, which is dated to the middle 
of the 2nd century at the latest (Буюклиев 1984, 29-30; Иванова 2006, 290). The type was often found 
during the excavations of the mound necropolis near Butovo together with coins, the latest of which 
are from the time of Emperor Marcus Aurelius (161-180). Similar bowls are known also from Novae, 
Sucidava (Sultov 1985, 69; Владкова 2018, 45, tabl. IV) and Napoca in Dacia (Rusu-Bolindeţ 2007, 599-
600, fig. XXXVII-XXXVIII/165-168,172).

For now, the origin of the bowls from the 2nd century may be connected with the complex in Varbovski 
Livadi near Pavlikeni. Later exemplars from the first half of the 3rd century are known from the multi-
layered site of Mezdra – Kaleto (# 73), in the area of   which they were probably produced.

Map 4. Territorial distribution of the different types of cups in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 9. Red slip tableware: bowls (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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BOWLS TYPE II (# 74 – 81)
Kabakchieva 1983, plates type I; Sultov 1985, bowls type 4; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type II
Bowls with hemispherical body and mouth rim strongly curved inward. Rounded mouth rim of the 

larger exemplars. Ring-footed. Orange or light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth 
diameter from 9.0 to 15.0 cm; height from 5.3 to 7.5 cm; bottom diameter from 4.0 to 5.5 cm.

According to G. Kabakchieva and B. Sultov, the origin of this form is associated with the pottery from 
Çandarlı in Asia Minor (Кабакчиева 1983, 2; Sultov 1985, 67). Another source of influence can be found 
in the so-called Cypriot sigillata and more specifically in form P 21 (Hayes 1985, 135, fig. XIX/13). An 
exact parallel is provided by the wholly preserved bowls and fragments from Nicopolis ad Istrum found 
in a layer with materials from the first half of the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 188, # 529). The type is also 
found in Novae and elsewhere on the Danube Limes (Sultov 1985, 67). The production took place in the 
complex near Pavlikeni in the 2nd century.

BOWLS TYPE III (# 82 – 83)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 5
Bowls with hemispherical body. Vertical mouth rim. Roulette decoration inside on the bottom. Ring-

footed. Orange or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown to light brown slip. Mouth diameter 
from 14.0 to 15.5 cm; height 6.0 cm; bottom diameter from 4.7 to 4.8 cm.

The type was produced in the complexes in the Kashlata site near Hotnitsa (# 83) and Durostorum 
– Ostrov, where wasters (fig. 69/1-2) were also found. Similar bowls are recorded in Nicopolis ad Istrum 
in a layer dated to the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 188, # 537).

BOWLS TYPE IV (# 84 – 86)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 4a; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type III
Bowls with hemispherical body. Mouth rim with triangular cross-section curved inwards. A leaf-

like ornament in barbotine technique on the most convex part beneath the mouth. Ring-footed. Mouth 
diameter from 20.0 to 24.5 cm; height from 7.5 to 9.5 cm; bottom diameter from 7.7 to 8.4 cm.

The prototype of the form presented here may have been influenced by form 20 from the repertory 
of the Eastern sigillata A (Hayes 1985, 103, fig. III/8). Similar exemplars originate from Novae (Владкова 
2018, 44, Tabl. III/9) and Nicopolis ad Istrum where they were evidenced in a layer dated to 100-130 
AD (Falkner 1999, 188, # 529). According to B. Sultov, bowls of this type appeared in the second half of 
the 2nd century (Sultov 1985, 67), but the finds from the region evidence that their production probably 
began in the first half of the same century. Their origin is associated only with the complex in Varbovski 
Livadi near Pavlikeni.

BOWLS TYPE V (# 87)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 3; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type IV
Bowls with hemispherical body. Mouth rim slightly curved inwards and elaborately profiled. On the 

most convex part beneath the mouth, comma-shaped ornaments in barbotine technique. Ring-footed. 
Maximum mouth diameter 19.0 cm; height 9.5; bottom diameter 8.0 cm.

A close parallel of the bowls of this type was recorded during the excavations in Nicopolis ad Istrum; 
it came from a layer with materials dated to the first half of the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 180, # 471). 
According to B. Sultov, similar forms were found also in Novae (Sultov 1985, 67). The bowls of this type 
were produced in the complex near Pavlikeni in the 2nd century.

BOWLS TYPE VI (# 88 – 89)
Ivanov 2019a, bowls type V
Bowls with biconical body. Rounded mouth rim. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, 

orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 11.5 to 12.5 cm; height from 5.8 to 6.5 cm; bottom 
diameter from 4.0 to 5.0 cm.

Bowls of this shape are likely to represent a modification of the bowls type II (see above). A very close 
parallel is provided by the fragments from Nicopolis ad Istrum evidenced in a layer from the first half of 
the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 206, # 706).

 31 



Fig. 10. Red slip tableware: bowls (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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BOWLS TYPE VII (# 90)
Ivanov 2019a, bowls type VI
Bowls with biconical body. Mouth rim curved inwards and elaborately profiled. Ring-footed. Orange 

or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-red or light brown slip. Maximum mouth diameter 18.0 
cm; height 7.5 cm; bottom diameter 6.5 cm.

The type is not widespread and is currently known only from the production centre near Pavlikeni. 
These bowls are represented by several fragments and one fully preserved specimen, slightly deformed 
by the high temperature during firing. A parallel to the bowls of this type is found in form 12 of the North 
African red slip ware, dating from the 2nd century (Hayes 1972, 36, fig. 5).

BOWLS TYPE VIII (# 91 – 92)
Ivanov 2019a, bowls type VII
Bowls with biconical body. Thickened and rounded mouth rim curved inwards. Ring-footed. Orange 

clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter ranging from 20.0 to 26.0 cm; height from 10.3 
to 12.5 cm; bottom diameter from 6.0 to 10.5 cm.

Predecessors of the bowls of this type are probably forms 22A and 22B in the repertory of the Cypriot 
sigillata dated to the 1st century (Hayes 1985, 135, fig. XIX/14-15). Lots of exact parallels originate from 
Nicopolis ad Istrum, recorded in a layer containing materials from the first half of the 2nd century (Falkner 
1999, 174, # 428-431). The production of the type is generally dated to the 2nd century, its origin being 
associated with the complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.

BOWLS TYPE IX (# 93)
Kabakchieva 1986, plates type III; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type VIII
Bowls with cylindrical-conical body. Mouth rim slightly curved inward. The cylindrical and conical 

parts are separated by a clearly articulated carination. Immediately below the mouth, a horizontal incised 
line. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 24.0 cm; height 13.5 
cm; bottom diameter 7.0 cm.

The source of influence on the bowls of type IX should probably be sought in form VI of the so-
called Pontic sigillata dated generally to the 2nd century (Hayes 1985, 143, fig. XXIII/7). Close parallels 
are provided by examples from the villa near Ivaylovgrad (Кабакчиева 1986, 110, fig. 7/116), as well as 
from the roadside station of Montemno and by exemplars found in the necropoleis of Augusta Traiana 
together with coins of Emperor Antoninus Pius (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 80, fig. 48/108). According to 
the collected archaeological information, the type was produced in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.

BOWLS TYPE X (# 94)
Ivanov 2019a, bowls type X
Bowls with hemispherical lower and upper conical (slightly convex) part. Flat mouth rim curved 

outwards. Two vertical handles with a single longitudinal flute. Hemispherical and conical parts separated 
by articulate carination and wide incised line beneath it. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, 
red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 20.6 cm; height approximately 12.0 cm.

The bowls of type X are not common in the area and are currently known only from the production 
complex near Pavlikeni.

BOWLS TYPE XI (# 95 – 99)
Ivanov 2019a, bowls type XI
Bowls with conical (slightly convex) upper part. Vertical mouth rim, slightly bevelled to the inside. 

Vertical handles with oval cross-section and attached protrusion with stamped stylised vegetal ornament 
on its upper face. On the conical part, a stylised ivy leaf in barbotine technique. Orange-brown clay 
without inclusions, red-brown slip. Maximum mouth diameter 22.0 cm.

The bowls of similar shape are represented only by a few sherds. The type is less widespread in 
the area and is currently known only from the production complex near Pavlikeni and the area of the 
roadside station of Montemno in the Troyan Pass (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 81, fig. 49/124).
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Fig. 11. Red slip tableware: bowls (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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BOWLS TYPE XII (# 100 – 110)
Sultov 1985, cups type 2; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type XII
Bowls of conical shape. Mouth rim highly curved outward with an incised line on the upper surface. 

Flat or concave bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter ranging from 
8.0 to 13.0 cm; height from 3.0 to 4.7 cm; bottom diameter from 3.0 to 5.3 cm.

The prototype of the bowls type XII could be found among the so-called Eastern sigillata B and 
particularly form 68 (Hayes 1985, 125, fig. XIV/18). These bowls are well known from the excavations in 
Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 196, # 594), the mound necropolis near Butovo, Novae and the road 
station of Ad Radices21, where they are generally dated to the 2nd century (Sultov 1985, 68). Their origin 
is associated with the production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.

BOWLS TYPE XIII (# 111)
Sultov 1985, cups type 5; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type XIV
Bowls with lower hemispherical part and elaborately profiled mouth rim. Two decorative handles 

attached below the mouth. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Maximum 
mouth diameter 13.4 cm; height 5.5 cm; bottom diameter 4.8 cm.

Bowls of this shape are likely to represent a small-scale modification of plates type IV. Beyond 
the pottery centre near Pavlikeni, this type is evidenced only in the archaeological excavations of the 
necropolis in the Kalvaka site near Butovo, where it was found with coins of Emperor Marcus Aurelius 
(Sultov 1985, 69).

BOWLS TYPE XIV (# 112)
Sultov 1985, cups type 3; Klenina 2006, cups type 5; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type XIII
Bowls of cylindrical-conical shape. Vertical mouth rim with a wide incised line beneath it. The 

cylindrical and conical parts separated by articulate carination. Flat bottom. Orange clay, orange-red 
slip. Mouth diameter 8.5 cm; height 4.0 cm; bottom diameter 5.0 cm.

Dragendorff form 26 is usually assumed as a prototype of the bowls belonging to type XIV. According 
to E. Klenina, the source of influences is to be sought in form 70 of the Eastern sigillata B (Кленина 
2006, 97). The prototype of the presented form is close to the repertory of the Eastern sigillata A and 
particularly to the rarely found form f (Hayes 1985, 119, fig. XI/6). So far, bowls of this type are known 
only from Novae (Кленина 2006, 97) and the necropolis in the Kalvaka site near Butovo, where they were 
found together with coins of Emperor Antoninus Pius (Sultov 1985, 69). Their origin is associated mainly 
with the production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.

BOWLS TYPE XV (# 113 – 121)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 1b; Ivanov 2019a, bowls type VIII
Bowls of cylindrical-conical shape. Rounded mouth rim, separated with a horizontal incised line. 

Articulate carination separates the cylindrical and conical parts. Cylindrical part – without decoration 
(variant A), with rouletting (variant B) or stamped decoration (variant C); on the conical part, one 
(rarely two) wide incised line. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth 
diameter from 17.0 to 28.0 cm; height from 9.5 to 14.5 cm; bottom diameter from 7.0 to 11.0 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the production of this type of bowls was launched in the second half of the 
2nd century. Close parallels with similar decoration are known from the village of Yakimovo, Montana 
region (Лука 2011, 368, обр. 1/15-16), from Suhache, Pleven region (Ханджийска 2016, 478, обр. 2), 
from the vicus near Kamen (Църов 1997, 134, обр. IV/1), Nicopolis ad Istrum, Novae and Sucidava 
(Sultov 1985, 67). The production of bowls type XV began in the second half of the 2nd century in the 
pottery complexes near Pavlikeni and Hotnitsa and continued in the first half of the 3rd century but in 
other provincial workshops, probably like the one near Mezdra (?).

21 Unpublished materials collected in the field after an archaeological looting.  
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Fig. 12. Red slip tableware: bowls (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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BOWLS TYPE XVI (# 122 –140)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 1c; Klenina 2006, bowls type 6; Ivanov 2019b, bowls type II
Bowls with biconical body. Mouth rim slightly curved up- and outwards. Rounded transition between 

the two conical parts. The type is found undecorated (variant A), with grooves on the outer surface of 
the upper conical part (variant B), or with barbotine decoration (variant C). Ring-footed. Orange or light 
brown clay, orange-red to red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 13.5 to 23.0 cm; height from 5.0 to 11.6 
cm; bottom diameter from 5.5 to 9.0 cm.

Bowls of type XVI were produced in the pottery complexes near Karavelovo (variant A-B) and Butovo 
(variant C) from the end of the 2nd / beginning of the 3rd until the middle of the same century. The variants 
from Karavelovo are known from the production complex near the vicus of Durostorum, where they are 
attributed to the middle of the 3rd century (Muşeţeanu 2003, 187, fig. 14/6-7). Some specimens are known 
from Marcianopolis (Minčev, Georgiev 1991, 238, fig. 23/1) and the villa near the village of Madara22.

The variant from Butovo is widespread in Lower Moesia – Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 178, fig. 
9.24/461), Oescus (Kabakčieva 1990, 71-73, fig. 4-6), Novae (Димитров et al. 1970, 142, fig. 5; Кленина 2006, 
95; Владкова 2018, 44, tabl. III/10), Trimammium (Върбанов 2009, 116, fig. 7/1-2), Scaidava (Върбанов 
2014, 70, tabl. II/7-8), Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 42/1-4), the road station and sanctuary at Sostra 
(Христов 2015а, 78, обр. 1/6; Иванов 2013a, 197, обр. 1/3), the vicus at Tuchenitsa (Христов 2005, 62), 
the Roman settlement near the village of Orlovka on the Danube delta in present-day Ukraine (Vornic, 
Matveev 2014, 205), Istria (Suceveanu 2000, fig. 32/8-9) and Romula in the province of Dacia (Popilian 
1997, fig. 14/3-5).

BOWLS TYPE XVII (# 141 – 145)
Ivanov 2019b, bowls type I
Bowls with biconical body. Thickened and rounded mouth rim. The two conical parts separated by 

a pronounced carination. Ring-footed. Orange or light brown clay, orange-red to red-brown slip. Mouth 
diameter from 18.5 to 28.0 cm; height from 8.0 to 11.0 cm; bottom diameter from 7.0 to 10.0 cm.

Similar bowls are known from the excavations of a mound necropolis near the village of Charda, 
Yambol region, where the whole ceramic complex was generally dated in the 2nd – first quarter of the 3rd 
century (Alexandrova 2013, 87, fig. VI-1/133). Close parallels are provided by bowls recorded during the 
excavations of the ceramic centre near Durostorum, dated to the middle of the 3rd century (Muşeţeanu 
2003, 187, fig. 14/4-5). Bowls of type XVII are close in shape to the fragments found in a household 
pottery kiln near Khan Krum (Христов, Стоева 2013, 397, fig. 8) and to a fully preserved specimen from 
a grave in Mound # 7 in Peneka site near the town of Pravets (Занева, Борисова 2016, 104, tabl. IV/11). 
Identical vessels were found during the excavations of the villa complex near the village of Madara23 and 
a grave near Kragulovo, Dobrich district (Василчин 1996-1997, 79, oбр. VI/9). Their origin is connected 
with the production complexes near Karavelovo and Mezdra, actively working in the first half of the 3rd 
century.

BOWLS TYPE XVIII (# 146 – 149)
Ivanov 2019b, bowls type III
Bowls with biconical body shape. Vertical mouth rim. Flat (slightly concave) bottom. Orange clay 

without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter from 13.0 to 14.0 cm; height from 5.0 to 6.0 cm; 
bottom diameter from 4.0 to 4.8 cm.

Bowls of type XVIII are not widespread in the area. So far, they are known from the production 
complex near Karavelovo and the one near Han Krum, where they are dated in the first half of the 3rd 
century (Христов, Стоева 2013, 398, fig. 18).

BOWLS TYPE XIX (# 150 – 153)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 6a; Klenina 2006, bowls type 6
Hemispherical bowls with mouth rim curved up- and outwards. On the body, cone-shaped or other 

22 Unpublished materials from the excavations conducted by Ts. Dremsizova-Nelchinova.
23 Unpublished materials from the excavations conducted by Ts. Dremsizova-Nelchinova.
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Fig. 13. Red slip tableware: bowls (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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vegetal ornament in barbotine technique (variant A), stamped rosettes (variant B), or plain smooth 
surface (variant C). Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 
12.0 to 15.0 cm; height from 7.0 to 9.0 cm; bottom diameter from 7.0 to 8.0 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the production of the bowls from Butovo (variant A) started at the beginning 
of the 3rd century (Sultov 1985, 67). Their examples are well known from the archaeological excavations 
near Yakimovo, Montana region (Лука 2011, 368, fig. 1/19), Suhache, Pleven region (Ханджийска 2016, 
478, fig. 2), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 216 -219, # 771-777, 782-786) and Novae (Кленина 2006, 
95), where they are dated in a very wide chronological range from the end of the 2nd to the middle of the 
5th century. A fully preserved example with barbotine decoration was found in Room # 3 in the principia 
of the castellum of Sostra, in a layer together with coins from the first half of the 3rd century. Exact parallels 
originate from the villa in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 145, fig. 
33/b), the vicus at Tuchenitsa (Христов 2005a, 62), Romula in the province of Dacia (Popilian 1997, 
fig. 13/8) and the Roman settlement near Orlovka on the Danube delta in present-day Ukraine (Vornic, 
Matveev 2014, 205).

The wares representing variants B and C were found during excavations of the pagan sanctuary near 
Mezdra. Close parallels are found among the pottery from the road station and the sanctuary near the 
castellum of Sostra (Иванов 2013a, 197, fig. 1/7; Христов 2015a, 112, fig. 3/13). Their origin should 
probably be sought in the production complex near Mezdra (?) or in the output of some other provincial 
workshop. In the first half of the 3rd century, identical bowls were made also in the workshop near the town 
of Byala (fig. 71).

BOWLS TYPE XX (# 154 – 157)
Sultov 1985, cups type 1; Klenina 2006, cups type 1
Bowls of conical shape. Flat bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. Mouth 

diameter from 8.0 to 12.0 cm; height from 3.3 to 5.6 cm; bottom diameter from 3.3 to 6.6 cm.
A predecessor of the bowls of this type may be found in form 40 of the so-called Eastern sigillata 

B (Hayes 1985, fig. XIII/12). The production of the type in Butovo in the first half of the 3rd century is 
definitely proved after the discovery of deformed vessels from the kilns (fig. 59/2). Parallels are known 
from the Roman villa in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni24, Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 186, fig. 
9.27/518-520), Sostra (Христов 2015a, 80, fig. 3/22-23), the necropolis near the village of Dzhulyunitsa 
(Писарев, Станев 1987, fig. 31) and the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra25.

tRaYs (# 158 – 192; fig. 14 – 16; map 5)
The trays are traditionally of 3 types. They coincide with the typologies of H. Dragendorff (Dragendorff 

1895) and V. Hilgers (Hilgers 1969) for the sigillata wares and of M. Kamisheva for the trays from the 
vicus near Tuchenitsa, Pleven region (Камишева 2005, 71-92).

TRAYS TYPE I (# 158 – 166)
Round trays. Moulded. Mouth rim strongly curved outwards. Two flat, symmetrically placed handles 

attached to the mouth. Both trays with a richly decorated upper surface of the mouth and the handles 
(variant A) and trays decorated with lines in negative (variant B). The first variant is represented by relief 
geometric ornaments, floral motifs, animal figures, mythological images and human heads in profile. In 
some trays, the flat part of the bottom is shaped like an embossed human face in a medallion surrounded 
by radially arranged wide incised lines. Another way of shaping is by applying relief concentric circles 
with rosettes or dots between them on the inner flat surface. Ring-footed. Orange-brown or light brown 
clay without inclusions, orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 20.0 to 48.0 cm; height from 
2.0 to 4.0 cm; bottom diameter 15.0 to 34.0 cm.

It has been assumed in the specialised literature that round trays are the successor to the Dragendorff 
form 39 which is thought to be an imitation of a metal shape (Dragendorff 1895, 111). According to 
W. Hilgers, besides in everyday life, they were also used in various rituals (Hilgers 1969, 206-209). The 

24 Unpublished materials from excavations of B. Sultov.
25 Unpublished materials from excavations of Prof. Dr. S. Torbatov.
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round trays of the so-called Pontic sigillata (Hayes 1985, fig. XXIII/13) may be assumed as another source 
of influence. Specimens of these trays are known from the West Pontic coast, where they are found together 
with materials from the first half of the 2nd century26.

The production of type I trays in Butovo is also evidenced with fragments of used ceramic moulds. 
Exact parallels of the trays manufactured in Butovo are known from Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 
235, fig. 9.45/922, 924, 927), the vicus near Tuchenitsa, Pleven region (Камишева 2005, 76-89, fig. 1-3, 5-6, 
16-17) and the province of Dacia (Popilian 1976, fig. XXI). They were found in a layer dated to the first half 
of the 3rd century or originating from much later contexts.

In the 3rd century, round trays were probably produced in the complex recorded in the western part of 
Mezdra. Specimens of these trays were found during the excavations of the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra, 
grave # 2 in mound # 7 in Peneka site near Pravets (Занева, Борисова 2016, 104, tabl. III/7) and the villa 
near Kralev Dol village (Найденова 1985, 99, tabl. 19/157).

TRAYS TYPE II (# 167 – 177)
Oval trays. Moulded. Mouth rim highly curved outwards. Two flat, symmetrically set handles attached 

to the mouth. The decoration is in positive relief (variant A), mould-cast lines in negative (variant B). The 
first variant is represented by relief geometric ornaments, floral motifs, animal figures, mythological images, 
human heads in profile and various objects. Variant B represents simple incised lines on the periphery of 
the vessels, volutes and dots on the handles. With variant B, stamped circles occur. Elliptical foot. Orange-
brown or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-red or red-brown slip. Length up to 35.0 cm; width 
up to 17.0 cm; height up to 3.5 cm.

Trays of type II are a direct imitation of silverware. According to B. Sultov, their production in Butovo 
is generally dated to the 3rd century (Sultov 1985, fig. LI/1). In a later study, the dating was more precisely 
set – from the end of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century (Камишева 2005, 74). Exact parallels of the 
Butovo examples are known from the villa in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (# 168, 170), Nicopolis 
ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 235, fig. 9.45/919-921, 934), the vicus east of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 
9/20), Sostra castellum and roadside station (Иванова 2004, 58, fig. III/4-6; Христов 2015a, 110, fig. 1/2), 
Ad Radices road station (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 71, fig. 45/47), the vicus near Tuchenitsa, Pleven region 
(Камишева 2005, 82-84, fig. 7-9), the northeastern part of Lower Moesia (Mocanu, Paraschiv 2014, 33) and 
Romula in Dacia (Popilian 1997, fig. 10).

In the 3rd century, the production of oval trays is also found in the region of Mezdra. Close parallels were 
yielded by the excavations of the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra (# 173 – 177) and the villa at Kralev Dol 
(Найденова 1985, 100, tabl. 20/189-190).

26 Unpublished material from the excavations of the author in Pomorie in 2015.

Map 5. Territorial distribution of the different types of trays in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 14. Red slip tableware: trays (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 15. Red slip tableware: trays (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 16. Red slip tableware: trays (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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TRAYS TYPE III (# 178 – 192)
Rectangular trays. Moulded. Mouth rim highly curved outwards. Two flat, symmetrically set handles 

attached to the mouth. The trays have a richly decorated upper surface of the mouth and handles. The 
decoration is relief in positive (variant A), lines in negative (variant B) or in combination with stamped 
concentric circles (variant C). The relief decoration is represented by geometric ornaments, floral motifs, 
animal figures, mythological images and human heads in profile, impressions of coins and various 
objects. Orange-brown or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-red or red-brown slip. Length up 
to 46.0 cm; width up to 27.0 cm; height up to 4.0 cm.

Trays of type III are the most common in the province of Lower Moesia. The ceramic moulds 
discovered in Butovo are dated by B. Sultov to the first half of the 3rd century (Sultov 1985, fig. LI/3). 
Rectangular trays produced in that ceramic centre were found during archaeological excavations of sites 
such as the villa in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (# 179), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 235, fig. 
9.45/928-933, 935), Novae (Владкова 1991, 129), Oescus (Kabakčieva 1990, 69, fig. 1), the vicus east 
of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 10/22-24), Noviodunum (Bauman 2008, 250, fig. 16/68, 77), the 
castellum, roadside station and sanctuary near Sostra (Иванова 2004, 58, fig. III/1-3; Иванов 2013a, 
197, fig. 1/1; Христов 2015a, 110, fig. 1/1,3), Ad Radices road station (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 71, 
fig. 45/48), the vicus near Tuchenitsa, Pleven region (Камишева 2005, 85-87, fig. 10-15), as well as in the 
province of Dacia (Popilian 1976, fig. XXIV-XXVI/276-280, 286).

Apart from Butovo, rectangular trays were also produced in the western part of the considered 
territory and more precisely near Mezdra (?) or some other workshop in the area. Close parallels are 
known from Mezdra-Kaleto (# 182 – 192), the villa near Kralev Dol (Найденова 1985, 100, tabl. 20/188) 
and the road station of Sostra (Христов 2015a, 110, fig. 1/4-5).

CUps (# 193 – 288; fig. 17 – 20; map 6)
The cups are represented by 20 types. 14 of them are known from the typology of B. Sultov, but 

some are defined inaccurately as earthenware with two handles or jugs (Sultov 1985). Some of them are 
included in the publication on the ceramics from Novae (Кленина 2006) or among examples from the 
province of Thracia (Кабакчиева 1986a) and in two of the author’s recently published articles (Ivanov 
2019a, 1-31; Ivanov 2019b 267-284). In the current typology, 5 new types have been identified for the 
first time.

CUPS TYPE I (# 193 – 198)
Sultov 1985, jugs type 2b; Klenina 2006, cups type 5; Ivanov 2019a, cups type I
Cups of ovoid body shape. Vertical mouth with one, two or more incised lines below. The body 

with smooth plain surface (variant A), decorated with rouletting (variant B) or with various ornaments 
in barbotine technique (variant C). Vertical handle with oval cross-section, attached at the top to the 
shoulders and below to the body. Ring-footed. Orange or light brown clay, orange-red or brown slip. 
The mouth diameter varies from 7.0 to 9.0 cm; height from 6.6 to 11.2 cm; bottom diameter from 2.9 
to 4.3 cm.

The predecessor to the shape of these cups can be found in the so-called Thin-walled pottery, produced 
from the last quarter of the 1st to the middle of the 2nd century in Southern Pannonia (Dimitrova-Milčeva 
2000, 25; Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 139; Nagy 2016, 631-641). Specimens of the type were recorded 
during the excavations of the military camps along the Lower Danube Limes (Dimitrova-Milčeva 2000, 
cat. # 406-408; Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 139).

The production of this type of cups is well attested in the complex in Varbovski Livadi site near 
Pavlikeni (fig. 61/5). A certain amount of cups of the same type, melted by the high temperature during 
firing, originates from the area of the kilns. According to B. Sultov, the vessels in question were found 
in a layer dated with coins from the time of Emperor Hadrian (118-138). The type was recorded in the 
excavations in Nicopolis ad Istrum, Novae (Sultov 1985, 71; Кленина 2006, 100) and Alburnus Maior in 
the province of Dacia, where it is also dated to the 2nd century (Bocan, Neagu 2018, 110, fig. 18). Later, 
the form was preserved and was produced in the second half of the 2nd or first half of the 3rd century in 
the workshop at Durostorum – Ostrov (Rusu-Bolindeţ et al. 2018, 288, # 801).
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CUPS TYPE II (# 199 – 203)
Sultov 1985, cups type 4; Ivanov 2019a, cups type II
Cups of egg-shaped body. Slightly curved inward mouth rim with a horizontal incised line below. 

Ring-footed. Orange or light brown clay, orange-red or brown slip. Mouth diameter from 6.0 to 7.0 cm 
long; height from 7.5 to 9.0 cm; bottom diameter from 2.5 to 3.8 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the production of this type started in the middle of the 2nd century in Varbovski 
Livadi site near Pavlikeni (Sultov 1985, 68). The cups of this type are well known from the excavations in 
Nicopolis ad Istrum, where they are dated to the first half of the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 216, # 768) 
and also from the roadside facilities near Montemno road station (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 81, fig. 
49/121).

CUPS TYPE III (# 204 – 206)
Sultov 1985, cups type 1 and 8; Ivanov 2019a, cups type III
Conical cups with mouth rim slightly curved outward. Wide horizontal lines incised on the outer 

surface (variant A) or narrow incised lines combined with belts of punched pits (variant B). Ring-footed. 
Orange clay, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter ranging from 7.5 to 10.3 cm; height from 7.5 to 12.8 cm; 
bottom diameter from 3.3 to 4.6 cm.

The cups of type VIII are known from the excavations of the burial mounds in the Kalvaka site near 
Butovo, where they were found together with coins of the emperors Hadrian, Antoninus Pius and Marcus 
Aurelius. An exact parallel is provided by a cup from the ceramics kilns near the vicus of Durostorum 
dated generally to the 2nd century (Muşeţeanu 2003, 209, fig. 35/373). They are also known from the 
excavations in Novae (Владкова 2018, 43, fig. II/4) and Nicopolis ad Istrum (Sultov 1985, 68-69).

CUPS TYPE IV (# 207 – 217)
Sultov 1985, earthen wares with two handles type 6; Ivanov 2019a, cups type V
Cups of hemispherical lower and conical upper part. Vertical mouth rim and wide line incised under 

it. One or two vertical handles with oval cross-section. Ring-footed. Orange or light brown clay, orange-
red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 6.5 to 8.5 cm; height from 6.0 to 7.8 cm; bottom diameter 
from 3.1 to 3.5 cm.

The origin of these cups is definitely connected with the production complex in Varbovski Livadi site 
near Pavlikeni. Numerous samples deformed by the high temperature during the firing were found there. 
Exact parallels of the cups of type IV are known from Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 215-216, # 762, 
769) and the necropolis in the Kalvaka site near Butovo, where they are dated from the first to the third 
quarter of the 2nd century (Sultov 1985, 77).

Map 6. Territorial distribution of the different types of cups in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 17. Red slip tableware: cups (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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CUPS TYPE V (# 218 – 221)
Sultov 1985, earthen wares with two handles type 10; Ivanov 2019a, cups type VI
Cups of hemispherical lower, conical middle and cylindrical upper (slightly convex) part. Vertical 

mouth rim and two lines incised below it. Two vertical handles of oval cross-section. These cups are 
commonly found without decoration (variant A), but exemplars occur with roulette decoration on the 
conical section (variant B). Ring-footed. Orange clay, orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 
from 9.8 to 10.5 cm; height from 8.0 to 9.0 cm; bottom diameter from 3.3 to 4.8 cm.

According to B. Sultov, the type appeared at the end of the 2nd century and continued to be in use until 
the beginning of the 4th century (Sultov 1985, 78). Cups of this type are known from the excavations in 
Novae (Кленина 2006, 100) and Nicopolis ad Istrum where they were found in a layer containing materials 
from the first half of the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 215, # 756-757). Similar cups were also produced in the 
pottery centre recorded in the Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region (Sultov 1985, 78).

CUPS TYPE VI (# 222 – 223)
Sultov 1985, earthen wares with two handles type 7; Kabakchieva 1986, cups type II; Klenina 2006, cups 

type 6; Ivanov 2019a, cups type VII
Cups with hemispherical body. Vertical, slightly convex mouth with two lines incised below it. Two 

handles of oval cross-section. On the body, comma-shaped patterns or vegetal ornaments in barbotine 
technique. Ring-footed. Orange clay, orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 11.0 cm; height 8.0 cm; 
bottom diameter 4.0 cm.

The prototype of the type VI cups can be found in the early form P 38 of the Cypriot sigillata (Hayes 
1985, 137, fig. XX/11). The type is known from mound VI in the necropolis near Gorsko Ablanovo, 
where it is dated to the third quarter of the 2nd century (Торбатов 2012, 298, fig. 14/5). Close parallel is 
provided by cups unearthed in the excavations of the vicus at Kamen (Църов 1997, 135, обр. V/2) and the 
villa at Ivaylovgrad (Кабакчиева 1986, 120, fig. 17/238). Their origin is associated with the complex in 
Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni; similar cups, however, were produced in later workshops, operating 
from the end of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century.

CUPS TYPE VII (# 224)
Ivanov 2019a, cups type VIII
Cups with hemispherical lower and conical (slightly convex) upper part. Vertical mouth rim slightly 

curved outwards. Two vertical handles. On the conical part, stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments and two 
vertical handles. The hemispherical and conical parts are separated by a pronounced carination. Ring-
footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 21.0 cm; height 16.0 cm; bottom 
diameter 8.0 cm.

The cups of type VII are not common in the area. Currently, they are known only from the production 
complex near Pavlikeni.

CUPS TYPE VIII (# 225 – 226)
Sultov 1985, bowls type 7; Ivanov 2019a, cups type IX
Cups of cylindrical-conical shape and mouth rim slightly curved inwards. Stronger carination limits 

the cylindrical part from above and below, thus locking stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments. Ring-
footed. Orange clay without inclusions, pink-red slip. Mouth diameter 16.0 cm; height 17.5 cm; bottom 
diameter 8.7 cm.

Usually the cups of this type are associated with Dragendorff form 30. B. Sultov sets their production 
in the middle of the 2nd century (Sultov 1985, 67). An exact parallel is provided by a vessel found in the 
excavations of the Golyamata Mogila site near Madrets, Stara Zagora region, dated not later than the 
middle of the 2nd century (Буюклиев 1984, 29-30; Иванова 2006, 290). The production of these cups is 
attested only in the complex at Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.

CUPS TYPE IX (# 227 – 237)
Sultov 1985, earthen wares with two handles type 6b; Ivanov 2019a, cups type IV; Ivanov 2019b, cups type I
Cups of cylindrical-conical shape. Vertical mouth rim with two wide lines incised below. Two vertical 
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Fig. 18. Red slip tableware: cups (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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handles27 of oval cross-section. Vegetal or some other ornament in barbotine technique applied on the 
cylindrical part (variant A), stamped rosettes (variant B), or undecorated (variant C). Orange clay, 
orange-red slip. Mouth diameter from 8.3 to 12.0 cm; height from 7.8 to 10.0 cm; bottom diameter from 
3.5 to 4.0 cm.

Initially, the cups of this type were produced in the complex at Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (# 
227 – 231), approximately in the third quarter of the 2nd century. They were found in graves of the mound 
necropolis near Butovo, together with coins of the emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius (Sultov 
1985, 77). Exact parallels also originate from Nicopolis ad Istrum, where they are dated to 130-150 AD 
(Falkner 1999, 216, # 766). From the end of the 2nd to the first half of the 3rd century, these cups were also 
produced in the workshops near Mezdra (# № 232 – 235) and Karavelovo (# 236 – 237).

CUPS TYPE X (# 238 – 254)
Sultov 1985, earthen wares with two handles type 11a; Klenina 2006, cups type 3; Ivanov 2019b, cups type II
Cups of biconical lower and cylindrical upper body. Mouth rim curved outwards and upwards, 

two horizontal lines incised on the outer surface. Two vertical handles of oval cross-section. Outer 
body surface – smooth plain (variant A), decorated with barbotine vegetal ornaments (variant B) or 
oblique incised lines (variant C). Ring-footed or concave bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, 
red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 6.9 to 11.5 cm; height from 7.0 to 12.5 cm; bottom diameter 
from 3.0 to 5.0 cm.

Initially, the type was produced in the complex at Varbovski Livadi in the third quarter of the 
2nd century. An example of the type is known from the mound necropolis in the Kalvaka site near 
Butovo. A little later28, production on a mass-scale began in the Butovo workshops (Sultov 1985, 185, 
fig. XLVIII/7-8). The cups made there were widely distributed in Lower Moesia – Oescus (Kabakčieva 
1990, 74), Novae (Sultov 1985, 79), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 213, # 730-734), Sostra (Христов 
2015a, 79-80, fig. 2-3/17-21), Ad Radices (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 70, fig. 44/37,39), Montemno 
(Христов 2015b, 57, fig. 11/1), Tuchenitsa (Христов 2005, 62), Iatrus (Böttger 1982, fig. 32/402), 
Sexaginta Prista (Върбанов, Драгоев 2012, 96, fig. XI/17), Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 42/9), 
Niculiţel (Baumann 1979, 138, fig. 6/6), the Roman settlement near Orlovka on the Danube delta in 
present-day Ukraine (Vornic, Matveev 2014, 205) and Romula in the province of Dacia (Popilian 1997, 
fig. 13/3-7). Individual examples of the cups from Butovo have reached even the coastal centres Tyras 
(Сон, Шапцев 2012, обр. 15/3-4, 16/1-2), Nikonia, Olbia (Крапивина 1993, 116, обр. 57/17; Shaptsev 
2014, 144-145).

Vessels similar in shape were also made in the production complexes near Karavelovo (# 245 – 246, 
254) and Mezdra (# 244), in the first half of the 3rd century. A vessel made probably in Mezdra (?) was 
found during the excavations of grave # 4 of mound # 7 in the Penaka locality near Pravets (Занева, 
Борисова 2016, 105, fig. V/14).

CUPS TYPE XI (# 255 – 256)
Cups of lower biconical and upper cylindrical (convex) part. Vertical mouth rim, two lines incised 

on the outer surface. One or two vertical handles of oval cross-section and one longitudinal groove. Flat 
bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter from 7.0 to 8.0 cm; height from 
7.0 to 8.0 cm; bottom diameter from 3.0 to 3.5 cm.

The production of type XI cups is evidenced by samples of wasters found at the pottery kiln in the 
western part of Mezdra. Exact parallels dated to the 3rd century originate from the Mezdra-Kaleto multi-
layered site (# 255 – 256) and mound # 7 in the Penaka locality near Pravets (Занева, Борисова 2016, 
108, fig. VIII/30).

CUPS TYPE XII (# 257 – 264)
Cups with biconical body shape. Thinned mouth rim slightly curved outwards. One or two vertical 

handles with oval cross-section and a single longitudinal groove. The cups are usually without decoration 

27 Some later examples from the complex near Karavelovo have four handles (# 236).
28 Late 2nd – first half of the 3rd century.
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Fig. 19. Red slip tableware: cups (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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(variant A), but there are also examples decorated with barbotine dots and commas (variant B). Flat 
bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Mouth diameter from 7.5 to 11.0 cm; height from 
5.0 to 8.0 cm; bottom diameter from 3.0 to 4.0 cm.

The origin of these cups is definitely associated with the production complex recorded in the western 
part of Mezdra, where many samples were found, deformed by the high temperature during the firing 
process. Exact parallels of the cups type XII are known from Mezdra – Kaleto site (# 257 – 264) and mound 
# 7 in the Penaka locality near Pravets (Занева, Борисова 2016, 108, fig. VIII/31).

CUPS TYPE XIII (# 265 – 273)
Sultov 1985, jugs type 1
Cups with conical lower and hemispherical upper body. Mouth rim curved outward. Vertical handle 

with oval cross-section. The body is separated from the mouth by relief ring. Flat bottom. Orange or light 
brown clay without inclusions, orange-red to red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 4.5 to 6.6 cm; height 
from 5.5 to 8.7 cm; bottom diameter from 2.8 to 3.6 cm.

It is known from the specialised publications that in the 2nd – 3rd century the type was widespread 
in the Mediterranean – from North Africa to the Northern Black Sea coast (Anderson-Stojanović 1992, 
43; Кленина 2006, 98). These cups are well represented in Lower Moesia – Novae (Кленина 2006, 43, 
fig. 10/20-26), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 214, # 748), Sostra (Христов 2015a, 112, fig. 3/19), 
Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, 207, fig. 34/359-360, 362; Rusu-Bolindeţ et al. 2018, 286-288, # 794, 
796-800), Velikovo, Dobrich region (Василчин 1990, fig. I/3-6), Tomis (Băjenaru 2013, 93, fig. 7/51- 53) 
and the province of Dacia (Popilian 1976, fig. LII-LIV), where in most cases they are dated to the end 
of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century. Cups of this type were produced in the complexes near Butovo, 
Karavelovo, Hotnitsa (?) and Durostorum – Ostrov generally from the second half of the 2nd to the first 
half of the 3rd century.

CUPS TYPE XIV (# 274 – 275)
Sultov 1985, cups type 8 
Cups with biconical body. High, funnel-shaped mouth. Vertical handle with oval cross-section. Body 

separated from the mouth by relief ring, and the two conical parts – with strong carination. Concave 
bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. Mouth diameter 6.8 cm; height 7.7 cm; bottom diameter 
from 3.0 to 4.5 cm.

The type is not widespread in the area and is currently known only from a few sherds and an almost 
entirely preserved cup from the excavations of the ceramic centre near Butovo.

CUPS TYPE XV (# 276 – 281)
Sultov 1985, jugs type 1a ≈ earthen wares with two handles type 9a; Klenina 2006, cups type 3
Cups with biconical (slightly convex) body. Mouth rim curved up- and slightly outwards. Two vertical 

handles with oval cross-section and one or more longitudinal grooves. Two horizontal lines incised under 
the mouth. The body on the outside with plain smooth surface (variant A) or decorated with cone-shaped 
ornament in barbotine style (variant B). Ring-footed or concave bottom. Orange or light brown clay without 
inclusions, orange-red to red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 6.4 to 14.6 cm; height from 6.6 to 16.5 cm; 
bottom diameter from 3.2 to 8.6 cm.

The production of these cups is recorded both in the complex near Butovo (Sultov 1985, 70) and in 
the newly discovered pottery centre in the northwestern part of the modern town of Pavlikeni (Чакъров 
2016, 490, fig. 3). In both places, the production of type XV is assigned to the end of the 2nd – first half of 
the 3rd century. Exact parallels originate from Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 217, fig. 9.39/749-752), 
Novae (Кленина 2006, 99), Sostra (Иванова 2003, 61, fig. III/18-19; Христов 2015a, 112, fig. 3/20), road 
station Ad Radices (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 69-70, fig. 43-44/21,36), the necropoleis near the villages 
of Dzhulyunitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region (Писарев, Станев 1987, fig. 8) and Kragulovo, Dobrich region 
(Василчин 1996-1997, 74, fig. I/6-7), the Roman villa near the village of Prisovo, Veliko Tarnovo region 
(Султов 1964, 55, fig. 9/в), Tyras (Сон, Шапцев 2012, fig. 16/3) and the province of Dacia (Popilian 1976, 
fig. XX/239-240).
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Fig. 20. Red slip tableware: cups and jugs (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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CUPS TYPE XVI (# 282 – 283)
Sultov 1985, earthen wares with two handles type 3
Cups with biconical body. Mouth rim curved outwards and elaborately profiled. On the upper conical 

part-horizontal, vertical and oblique incised lines. Two vertical handles with oval cross-section and a 
single longitudinal groove. Appliquéd circles on the handles. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Mouth diameter 14.5 cm; height 19.0 cm; bottom diameter 8.5 cm.

Cups of this type were not widespread in the area. Separate fragments and a completely preserved 
cup were found in the production complex near Pavlikeni and mound # 6 in the Kalvaka locality near 
Butovo, together with coins of Emperor Marcus Aurelius (Sultov 1985, 76).

CUPS TYPE XVII (# 284)
Ivanov 2019b, cups type III
Cups with biconical body. Mouth rim curved up- and outwards with horizontal lines incised on 

the outer surface. Rounded transition between the two conical parts. Two vertical handles, one above 
the other, on each side (four in total), with oval cross-section. Outside, on the upper conical part, two 
bands of incised oblique lines, those of the lower band crossed. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter 11.0 cm; height 12.5 cm; bottom diameter 6.0 cm.

The type is not widespread and is currently known from several samples recorded during the 
excavations of the production complex near Karavelovo.

CUPS TYPE XVIII (# 285)
Cups with biconical body. Vertical mouth rim (slightly curved outwards) with a horizontal line incised 

on the outer surface. Outside, on the body, cone-shaped and other vegetal ornaments in barbotine style. 
Orange or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-red to dark brown slip. Mouth diameter 7.5 cm.

The origin of the cups of this type is associated with the production complex near Butovo. Exact 
parallels are known from the excavations of the vicus near Tuchenitsa, Pleven region (Христов 2005, 
62) and the one east of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 42/10), where they are dated to the end of the 
2nd – first half of the 3rd century.

CUPS TYPE XIX (# 286)
Sultov 1985, cups type 9 
Cups with conical body. Vertical mouth rim. On the outer surface, three rosettes appliquéd, the 

standing figure of a player and two dancers (probably a Dionysiac scene). Ring-footed. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter 9.2 cm; height up to 7.0 cm; bottom diameter up to 6.2 cm.

The prototype of these cups can be found in the repertory of the early Eastern sigillata B and more 
precisely in form 29 (Hayes 1985, fig. XII/26-26). So far, the type is represented by a single example, 
found during rescue excavations at the Butovo ceramic centre, near the pottery kilns, in a garbage pit, as 
a discarded article; it is dated to the first half of the 3rd century (Sultov 1985, 70).

CUPS TYPE XX (# 287-288)
Cups with cylindrical body. Vertical mouth rim with two incised lines on the outer surface. Outside, 

on the body, barbotine dots and commas. Concave bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red 
slip. Mouth diameter 7.4 cm; height 12.0 cm; bottom diameter from 3.0 to 3.5 cm.

The production of cups type XX is associated with the complex in the western part of Mezdra. 
Examples of the type were found in large numbers during the excavations of the pagan sanctuary near 
Mezdra in a layer dating from the end of the 2nd to the first half / third quarter of the 3rd century.

JUGs (# 289 – 323; fig. 20 – 22; map 7)
There are 8 types of jugs. The typology of B. Sultov includes 6 forms, of which only 2 are jugs. 

The other 4, in his opinion, are two-handled earthen wares, pitchers or amphorae and amphora-shaped 
vessels (Sultov 1985). The jugs are also present in the study on the ceramic ware from Novae (Кленина 
2006) and the villa near Ivaylovgrad (Кабакчиева 1986). Here, for the first time, a new type of jugs is 
distinguished.
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JUGS TYPE I (# 289 – 299)
Sultov 1985, pitchers type 7; Kabakchieva 1986, pitchers type I, variant 1; Ivanov 2019a, jugs type II 
Jugs with spherical body, funnel-like neck and discoid mouth. Vertical handle with oval cross-section. 

Ring-footed. Orange or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-red or brown slip. Mouth diameter 
from 3.8 to 4.5 cm; height from 12.0 to 21.0 cm; bottom diameter from 4.6 to 8.0 cm. 

The predecessor to the jugs of this type can be sought back to the Hellenistic era and more precisely 
in the so-called lagynoi (Hayes 1997, 75-76). In the specialised academic literature, they are incorrectly 
identified as pitchers29.

Jugs of type II are frequently seen among the grave goods from the Roman era (Кабакчиева 1986, 
20) and were widespread in the provinces of Lower Moesia (Джонова 1962, 33-36; Вълов 1965, 33; 
Султов 1968, 43; Аврамова 2005, 95-116; Sultov 1985, 73; Falkner 1999, 221, # 812), Thracia (Бацова 
1964, 57, fig. 10/b; Найденова 1985, 65; Кабакчиева 1986, 123, fig. 20/275-278) and Dacia (Popilian 
1976, fig. XLIV-XLVIII); they were more often found along with coins from the 2nd century and less 
often with such from the 3rd century. The production of these jugs has so far been evidenced in the 
complexes in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (fig. 61/12) and Durostorum – Ostrov (Rusu-Bolindeţ 
et al. 2018, 288, # 802).

JUGS TYPE II (# 300 – 301)
Sultov 1985, pitchers type 4
Jugs with biconical body. Funnel-shaped mouth with two incised lines on the outer surface. One 

vertical handle with oval cross-section and three longitudinal grooves. Ring-footed. Orange clay without 
inclusions, red or brown slip. Mouth diameter 5.0 cm; height from 20.0 to 22.0 cm; bottom diameter from 
8.0 to 9.0 cm.

The type is not widespread in the area. The jugs included here come from the necropolis in the 
Kalvaka site near Butovo. According to B. Sultov, their production began in the complex near Pavlikeni 
in the second half of the 2nd century (Sultov 1985, 72).

JUGS TYPE III (# 302)
Sultov 1985, two-handled earthen wares type 4; Ivanov 2019a, jugs type I 
Jugs with egg-shaped body and cylindrical, slightly concave neck. Elaborately profiled mouth rim 

curved outwards. Neck and body separated with articulate relief ring. Barbotine decoration under the 
mouth on some exemplars. Two vertical handles with longitudinal grooves and oval cross-section. Ring-
footed. Mouth diameter 12.0 cm; height 17.0 cm; bottom diameter 8.3 cm.

Jugs of type III are not frequently discovered and are currently known only from the production 
complex near Pavlikeni. Similar vessels were found in Novae, Sucidava and Singidunum (Sultov 1985, 
76-77).

JUGS TYPE IV (# 303)
Sultov 1985, amphorae and amphoroid wares type 2
Jugs with egg-shaped body. Narrow neck with thickened and elaborately profiled mouth rim. Two 

vertical handles with one longitudinal groove. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown 
slip. Mouth diameter 5.3 cm; height 20.0 cm; bottom diameter 7.0 cm.

The included jug was found in a grave of the necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, together with 
coins from the time of the emperors Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius (Sultov 1985, 74). The type 
was probably produced in the ceramic complex in Varbovski Livadi (?) near Pavlikeni or in another 
workshop that functioned in the area in the 2nd century.

29 In the specialised ethnographic literature, the name pitcher denotes a vessel for carrying and drinking water (Цанов et al. 1992, 
18). Taking into account the specifics of the study, I consider it inappropriate to use such a name, replacing it with the generic 
term jug.
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JUGS TYPE V (# 304)
Sultov 1985, pitchers type 3; Kabakchieva 1986, pitchers type I, variant 1
Jugs with egg-shaped (or biconical) body. Narrow neck with thickened and curved outwards mouth 

rim. Vertical handle with oval cross-section and three longitudinal grooves. Ring-footed. Light brown 
clay without inclusions, brown slip. Mouth diameter from 3.0 to 5.0 cm; height from 20.0 to 25.0 cm; 
bottom diameter from 6.0 to 10.0 cm.

The specialised literature shows different opinions about the origin of the form. According to some 
researchers, it can be sought in Asia Minor (Sultov 1985, 71-72), while others assign it to the region 
of North Africa (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 76). Jugs of type V were widespread during the second 
half of the 2nd – 3rd centuries, both to the south and north of the Balkan mountain range – in Augusta 
Traiana (Буюклиев 1962b, 47, fig. 3), the villae near Ivaylovgrad (Кабакчиева 1986, 26) and Kralev 
Dol (Найденова 1985, 35), the mound necropolis near Charda, Yambol region (Alexandrova 2013, 76), 
grave “B” from Roshava Mogila at Brezovo (Велков 1938, 267), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 223, 
# 815), the watchtower in the confines of   the road station Montemno (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 81, fig. 
49/130-134) and the burial mound near Opaka (Русев 2012a, 371-384, fig. 10/2, 23/2).

B. Sultov assumes that the jugs of this type were produced in the complex in Varbovski Livadi site 
near Pavlikeni (Sultov 1985, 72). Despite this opinion, there is no reliable evidence that the form was 
produced in this workshop.

JUGS TYPE VI (# 305 – 307)
Jugs with spherical or slightly biconical body. Narrow cylindrical neck with additionally glued high 

mouth and incised or stamped decoration on the outer surface. Vertical handle with oval cross-section 
(fig. 46). Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red or orange-brown slip. Height – ca. 25.0 cm; 
bottom diameter ca. 7.0 cm.

The type dates back to the 3rd century and is not widespread in the area. So far, individual fragments 
and one completely preserved jug are known from the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra (# 305 – 307) and 
the mound necropolis near Dzhulyunitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region (Писарев, Станев 1987, fig. 28).

JUGS TYPE VII (# 308 – 315)
Klenina 2006, jugs type 4; Ivanov 2019b, jugs type I – II
Jugs with egg-shaped body and oenochoe-like mouth. Vertical handle with oval cross-section. Ring-

footed or concave bottom. Orange or light brown clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. Height from 
6.0 to 18.0 cm; bottom diameter from 3.0 to 8.0 cm.

Map 7. Territorial distribution of the different types of jugs in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 21. Red slip tableware: jugs (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 22. Red slip tableware: jugs and stoppers (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Jugs of this type are often found in graves and are datable with coins from the end of the 2nd to the first 
half of the 3rd century. Such jugs are known from the flat necropoleis near Butovo (# 312) and Anchialos30. 
Similar vessels are found also at the Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (# 308, 310 – 311, 314), Nicopolis ad 
Istrum (Falkner 1999, 223, fig. 9.40/809), Novae (Кленина 2006, 102), Sostra road station (Христов 2015a, 
79, fig. 2/7), the villa complex near Madara31 and the ceramic workshop near Karavelovo (# 309, 315).

The early production of these jugs is probably connected with the complex in Varbovski Livadi (?) 
near Pavlikeni, while those dating from the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century can be attributed 
to the workshops near Butovo and Karavelovo.

JUGS TYPE VIII (# 316 – 323)
Sultov 1985, jugs type 4; Klenina 2006, jugs type 4
Jugs with pear-shaped body. Funnel-like mouth. Two vertical handles with oval cross-section. 

Concave bottom. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 
from 2.8 to 3.6 cm; height from 10.0 to 18.0 cm; bottom diameter from 3.5 to 6.2 cm.

Jugs of this type are often found among grave goods. They date back to the last decade of the 2nd – the 
first half of the 3rd century. Their production is currently associated with the complex near Butovo (Sultov 
1985, 75). Close parallels originate from the villa in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (# 291), Nicopolis ad 
Istrum (Falkner 1999, 223, # 802-804), Novae (Кленина 2006, 101-102), Sexaginta Prista (Димова 1970, 16; 
Русев 2011, 252), the villa near Prisovo, Veliko Tarnovo region (Sultov 1985, 75), the necropoleis near the 
villages of Hadzhidimitrovo and Strahilovo, Veliko Tarnovo region (Sultov 1968, 50), Opaka, Targovishte 
region (Русев 2012a, 371, fig. 10/4), as well as the mound necropolis near the castellum of Sostra (Китов 
2003, 110-138). Besides Lower Moesia, the type was widespread in the province of Dacia in the late 2nd – 
early 3rd centuries (Popilian 1976, 102-103).

stoppeRs32 (# 324 – 325; fig. 22; map 8)
Conical-shaped stoppers. Slight indentation on the upper surface. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, 

light brown slip. Upper diameter from 4.0 to 6.0 cm; height from 1.8 to 4.0 cm; lower diameter from 3.5 to 4.5 cm.
References in the specialised literature indicate that these finds are interpreted as stoppers for 

containers. They are not widespread, and only two examples have been preserved from the pottery 
workshop near Karavelovo. Close parallels are offered by the stoppers yielded during the excavations of 
a 3rd century context in the multilayer site of Mezdra-Kaleto (Иванова 2014, 35, fig. 2/3) and the pottery 
kiln in the Kalugerskoto locality near the castellum of Sostra (Иванова 2003, 60, fig. 38/2-3).

‘taBLe’ aMphoRae33 (# 326 – 340; fig. 23 – 26; map 9)
The ‘table’ amphorae consist of four types. Two of them coincide with the typologies of B. Sultov 

(Sultov 1985) and P. Dyczek (Dyczek 1999), and the other two are distinguished here for the first time.

‘TABLE’ AMPHORAE TYPE I (# 326)
Sultov 1985, amphorae and amphoroid earthenware type 3; Dyczek 1999, amphorae type 35
‘Table’ amphorae with spherical body. Thickened and intricately profiled mouth. rim. Two vertical 

handles with longitudinal grooves and oval cross-section. Concave umbonal bottom. Orange clay without 
inclusions, traces of orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter 6.0 cm; height 22.5 cm.

The type is evidenced by a fully preserved example uncovered during the excavations of the mound 
necropolis in the Kalvaka locality near Butovo. The amphora was found in a grave together with coins 

30 Unpublished jug from the excavations directed by B. Ivanova in 2014. It was found in a grave in the western necropolis of the 
Roman city of Ulpia Anchialos, together with a coin of Emperor Maximinus the Thracian (235-238). The author's excavations in 
the town of Pomorie in 2015 also yielded a miniature oenochoe.
31 Unpublished finds.
32 Stoppers probably served to close some types of jugs.
33 In shape, ‘table’ amphorae resemble transport amphorae, but the former have a flat bottom (Panella 1989, 157; Opaiţ 2003, 216). 
The specialised literature still lacks clear criteria for distinguishing their form from that of the jugs. Traditionally, ‘table’ amphorae 
are taller, with two handles (rarely one), a massive mouth and a wide concave umbonal bottom. Therefore, under the name ‘table’ 
amphorae, I combine vessels of similar description and capacity over 3 litres.
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from the middle of the 2nd century. The type does not occur frequently in the area and is probably the 
work of craftsmen from the Varbovski Livadi complex near Pavlikeni (Sultov 1985, 74-75) or another 
provincial workshop.

‘TABLE’ AMPHORAE TYPE II (# 327 – 329)
Sultov 1985, amphorae and amphoroid earthenware type 1; Opaiţ 2003, ‘table’ amphorae type 2; Dyczek 

1999, amphorae type 30; Ivanov 2019a, table amphorae
Amphorae with egg-shaped body and funnel-like neck. Thickened and rounded mouth rim curved 

outwards. Horizontal incised line on the shoulders. Relief ring beneath the mouth and two horizontal 
incised lines on the shoulders, sometimes in combination with one wavy line and oblique notches. Two 
vertical handles (rarely one handle) of oval cross-section with longitudinal grooves or twisted. Concave 
umbonal bottom. Orange or light brown clay, orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 8.0 cm 
to 14.0 cm; height from 31.0 cm to 59.0 cm; bottom diameter from 9.0 cm to 15.0 cm. 

Fig. 23. Red slip tableware: ‘table’ amphorae (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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The production of this category of vessels in the workshop near Pavlikeni is proved with the wasters 
found in the area of the kilns. Exact parallels originate from Nicopolis ad Istrum, where they were found 
in a layer dating from 100 to 175 AD (Falkner 1999, 231, # 896-897). Similar wares from the first half of 
the 2nd century are known from Troesmis (Opaiţ 2003, 216, fig. 5). The production of ‘table’ amphorae of 
type II probably continued in the 3rd century in other later established workshops.

‘TABLE’ AMPHORAE TYPE III (# 330)
‘Table’ amphorae with egg-shaped body and neck like an inverted cone. Thickened mouth rim curved 

outward. A horizontal incised line on the shoulders. Two vertical handles with oval cross-section and 
longitudinal grooves. At the top they are attached onto the neck beneath the mouth; below – on the 
shoulders. Concave umbonal bottom. Orange clay, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 10.0 cm; height 27.0 
cm; bottom diameter 7.0 cm.

The type is evidenced with an amphora found in the production complex near Butovo and published 
by B. Sultov with photographs and suggested dating in the reign of Emperor Septimius Severus (Султов 
1976, 34; Sultov 1985, 186, fig. XLIX/4). Similar examples are known from Nicopolis ad Istrum, where 
they originate from a layer attributed to the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century (Falkner 1999, 229, # 885-
886).

Map 8. Territorial distribution of the stoppers in the 2nd – 3rd c.

Map 9. Territorial distribution of the different types of “table” amphorae in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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‘TABLE’ AMPHORAE TYPE IV (# 331 – 340)
Ivanov 2019b,‘table’ amphorae
‘Table’ amphorae with biconical body. Cylindrical or slightly conical neck. Thickened mouth rim 

curved outwards, with the upper surface grooved in some cases. Widely spread vertical handles with oval 
cross-section (or twisted) and longitudinal grooves. Attached at the top to the neck and at the bottom to 
the shoulders, in the middle part curved upwards almost to the level of the mouth. In some examples, 
the surface of the neck is smooth (variant A), while in others it is grooved (variant B). Concave umbonal 
bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red to dark brown slip. Mouth diameter from 9.0 to 18.0 
cm; height 38.0 cm; bottom diameter 10.0 cm.

The production of the amphorae, variant A can be connected with the complex in Varbovski Livadi 
(?) near Pavlikeni, where a completely preserved specimen (# 301) was found. Similar products were 
uncovered during the excavations in Nicopolis ad Istrum in a layer dated from the second to the third 
quarter of the 2nd century. Similar amphorae but with twisted handles are known from the Roman vicus 
near Kamen, Veliko Tarnovo region (Църов 1997, 134, fig. V/7) and the sanctuary at the village of 
Zhivkovo, Shumen region34.

The production of amphorae, variant B in the ceramic complexes near Karavelovo and Byala (fig. 
70/2) is confirmed by the abundant discarded assemblage collected during the excavations there. An 
exact parallel is offered by a fragment of a ‘table’ amphora, found in a kiln for household pottery from the 
first half of the 3rd century, near Han Krum (Христов, Стоева 2013, 399, fig. 23-24).

KRateRoID VesseLs (# 341 – 348; fig. 26 – 28; map 10)
The krateroid vessels are represented by three types. At the earliest, this category of wares was 

distinguished in a publication on the ceramic centres in the territory of Nicopolis ad Istrum (Kabakčieva et 
al. 1988); B. Sultov, for his part, defined them under the controversial name of ‘two-handled earthenware’ 
(Sultov 1985). Here the first attempt is made for their typological differentiation.

KRATEROID VESSELS TYPE I (# 341 – 343)
Ivanov 2019a, krateroid vessels type I
Krateroid with hemispherical lower and upper conical (slightly convex) part. Thickened mouth rim 

strongly curved outward. On the upper conical part, a mask of Silenus applied together with barbotine 
vegetal ornaments (or barbotine decoration only). Hemispherical and conical parts of the krateroids 
separated by clearly defined carination. High-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Mouth diameter from 17.0 cm to 20.0 cm; height 16.0 cm; bottom diameter 8.0 cm.

The prototype of these krateroids can be found among the Cypriot sigillata ware and particularly in 
form X 39 (Hayes 1985, 139, fig. XXI/3). The production of this type of krateroids near Pavlikeni was 
confirmed by the discovery of the ceramic mould, in which the mask depicting Silenus was cast (Султов 
1976, 53; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 29, # 162; Владкова 2011, 69, # 9) (# 341). Another specimen of the 
type was found in a grave from the mound necropolis at the Kalvaka site near Butovo, where it was 
dated to the third quarter of the 2nd century (# 343). These krateroids were probably produced in limited 
quantities, as they are known only from the excavations of the production complex in Varbovski Livadi 
and the mentioned necropolis. 

KRATEROID VESSELS TYPE II (# 344 – 347)
Sultov 1985, two-handled earthenware type 1b; Ivanov 2019a, krateroid vessels type II – III
Krateroid with lower conical (in some cases slightly convex) and upper cylindrical part. Mouth rim 

highly curved outwards and slightly inverted. Two vertical handles with longitudinal grooves and oval 
cross-section. In some samples, horizontal relief edge under the mouth. On the cylindrical part, applied 
vegetal ornaments in barbotine technique. On the conical part, a wide horizontal incised line. Ring-
footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red or red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 21.2 to 27.0 
cm; height from 16.0 to 20.0 cm; bottom diameter from 8.9 to 12.0 cm.

34 The site near Zhivkovo was excavated by Stanimir Stoychev between 2008 and 2012. Judging by the archaeological material, the 
table amphorae should be generally dated to the 3rd century.
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The krateroids of type II are known from the excavations of the mound necropolis in the Kalvaka 
locality near Butovo, Veliko Tarnovo region. There they were recorded along with coins from the reigns 
of the emperors Hadrian, Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius (Sultov 1985, 76). A similar vessel, dated 
to the same period, is known from the excavations of a grave in mound # 7 near the necropolis in the 
Maritsa-East industrial complex (Буюклиев 1962a, 54, fig. 14/b). The production of the type is associated 
with the complex in Varbovski Livadi site in the second-third quarter of the 2nd century.

KRATEROID VESSELS TYPE III (# 348)
Sultov 1985, two-handled earthenware type 5
Krateroid with biconical body. Thickened mouth rim highly curved outwards. Two vertical handles 

with longitudinal grooves and oval cross-section. On the upper conical part, smooth surface (variant 
A), incised (variant B) or barbotine decoration (variant C). Ring-footed. Light brown clay with traces of 
orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 15.0 to 26.0 cm; height from 12.0 to 18.0 cm; bottom diameter 
from 7.0 to 9.0 cm.

It is difficult to identify the ceramic complex where the type III krateroids were produced. A 
completely preserved exemplar with unspecified dating originates from Varbovski Livadi (# 348). The 
type is well known from Nicopolis ad Istrum, where it is generally dated to the 2nd-3rd century or later 
(Falkner 1999, 207-209, # 686-704). Some krateroid vessels are known also from the mound necropolis 
near Dzhulyunitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region (Писарев, Станев 1987, fig. 16) and the castellum of Sostra35.

35 Unpublished materials from the excavations of Prof. Dr. Ivan Hristov.

Fig. 24. Red slip tableware: ‘table’ amphorae  
(drawing by S. Ivanov).

Fig. 25. Red slip tableware: ‘table’ amphorae  
(drawing by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 26. Red slip tableware: ‘table’ amphorae and krateroid vessels (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 27. Red slip tableware: krateroid vessels (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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RED SLIP KITCHEN WARE
The group comprises only strainers. They occupy a small part of the repertory of the production 

complexes, representing about 5% of their output.

stRaIneRs (# 349 – 362; fig. 28; map 11)
The strainers are divided into three types. They coincide with the typology of B. Sultov, although the 

most common form (Type II) is incorrectly defined as a censer (Sultov 1985). These kitchen utensils are 
also found in the catalogue of the pottery from Novae (Кленина 2006).

STRAINERS TYPE I (# 349)
Sultov 1985, strainers type 2b
Strainers with biconical body. Mouth rim highly curved outwards with flat upper surface. Holes 

punched in the lower conical part and the bottom. Two vertical handles with oval cross-section. Ring-
footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter 22.0 cm; height 6 cm; bottom 
diameter 7.8 cm.

The type is represented by a wholly preserved specimen (# 349) and separate fragments found during 
the excavations in Varbovski Livadi. The lack of exact parallels from other areas currently leads us to 
assume that strainers of this type were produced in small quantities in the 2nd century, probably in the 
complex near Pavlikeni (?).

STRAINERS TYPE II (# 350 – 361)
Sultov 1985, incense burners for home use; Ivanov 2019b, strainers
Strainers with conical (slightly convex) body. Thickened mouth rim curved outwards. Two or more 

rows of holes punched in the body. Inside, in the centre of the bottom a relief “spike” and three radially 
located holes. Ring-footed. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 
12.5 to 15.0 cm; height from 5.0 to 8.2 cm; bottom diameter from 5.0 to 6.6 cm.

Strainers of this shape were widespread in Lower Moesia from the second half of the 2nd to the 
middle of the 3rd century. They are defined as incense burners for home use (Султов 1972b, 177-182; 
Кабакчиева 1986, 15-16) or as vessels for producing cheese (Попов 2002, 171-172). Their origin is 
associated with the complexes near Karavelovo, Butovo (?) and Mezdra. Similar vessels are known from 
the Sostra road station36, the villa in the Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (Sultov 1985, 177, fig. XL/4), 
Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 202, # 656-658), Scaidava (Върбанов 2014, 70, fig. II/2), the vici near 

36 Unpublished materials from the excavations of Prof. Dr. Ivan Hristov.

Map 10. Territorial distribution of the different types of krateroid vessels in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Kamen (Църов 1997, 134, fig. IV/6), Gorsko Ablanovo (Русев et al. 2015, 729, tabl. VIII/67-68), the 
household pottery kiln near Han Krum (Христов, Стоева 2013, 400, fig. 29-30).

 STRAINERS TYPE III (# 362)
Sultov 1985, strainers type 2a; Klenina 2006, strainers type 1 
Strainers with lower biconical and upper cylindrical body. Flat mouth rim, curved outwards. Several 

rows of holes punched in the lower part of the body and the bottom. Two vertical handles with oval 
cross-section. Flat bottom. Light brown clay without inclusions, red slip. Mouth diameter 19.4 cm; height 
10.8 cm; bottom diameter 8.3 cm.

Apart from the ceramic centre near Butovo, the type is known from Novae (Кленина 2006, 117) and 
Sucidava (Sultov 1985, 80). According to E. Klenina, these strainers were produced also in the workshops 
at Hotnitsa (?) (Кленина 2006, 117).

RED SLIP STORAGE WARE
The group of the storage wares includes pots, lids and dolia. They occupy a small share of the red slip 

production of the workshops in the researched area and represent only 10% of it.

pots (# 363 – 393; fig. 29 – 32; map 12)
Distinguished are seven types of pots. Two of them are present in the typology of B. Sultov (Sultov 

1985), while others are found in publications on individual sites. The types from the workshop near 
Karavelovo are presented for the first time.

POTS TYPE I (# 363 – 366)
Sultov 1985, pots type 1; Ivanov 2019a, pots
Pots with egg-shaped body. Mouth rim highly curved outward. Horizontal lines incised on the shoulders. 

In some specimens, two vertical handles with one longitudinal groove. Concave umbonal bottom. Orange 
clay, red slip. Mouth diameter from 12.0 to 18.0 cm; height ca. 22.0 cm; bottom diameter ca. 9.0 cm.

Initially, the type was produced in the 2nd century in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. A pot found 
at this site (# 363), contained hidden 3727 Roman denarii, the latest of which belonged to Lucius Verus 
(161-169) from the time of his joint rule with Emperor Marcus Aurelius until 169. An exact parallel is 
offered by pots found in the excavations at Nicopolis ad Istrum, in a context dated to around the first half 
of the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 228, № 878-879).

In the 3rd century, the production of these pots is attested in the region of Mezdra (# 364-366) and 
Suhache (?) (Ханджийска 2016, 479, fig. 3). During the Roman era, the type was also widespread in the 
provinces of Thracia (Sultov 1985, 79) and Dacia (Popilian 1976, fig. LXI/746).

Map 11. Territorial distribution of the different types of strainers in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 28. Red slip kitchen ware: strainers (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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POTS TYPE II (# 367 – 371)
Kabakchieva 1986, two-handled pots type IV
Pots with lower egg-shaped and upper cylindrical (slightly conical) body. Flat, protruding outwards 

inverted mouth rim. In some examples, carination separates the upper from the lower part of the vessel. 
Two vertical handles with two or more longitudinal grooves. Grooved (variant A) or smooth (variant B) 
upper flat surface of the mouth. Ring-footed or concave-bottomed with “umbo” in the centre. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 13.0 to 24.0 cm; height from 15.0 to 
25.0 cm; bottom diameter from 7.0 to 15.0 cm.

The type considered is known in the specialised literature as “urn” or “urn-like vessel” and belongs to group 
B, type IV of G. Kabakchieva’s typology of the ceramics from the villa near Ivaylovgrad. There, these pots are set 
in a very wide chronological framework – from the 2nd to the 4th century (Кабакчиева 1986, 24-25).

Close parallels, in most cases dated to the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century, are known from 
Lower Moesia: a burial mound in the Penaka locality near Pravets (Занева, Борисова 2016, 106, tabl. 
VI/18), Sostra (Иванова 2003, 62, fig. 38/3-7; Иванов 2013a, 199, fig. 3/19-20; Христов 2015a, 80, fig. 
3/26), Ad Radices (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 69-70, fig. 43-44/22-23, 28,31,33), the mound necropolis 
near Opaka, Targovishte region (Русев 2012, 384, fig. 23/3), the vicus east of Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 
2003, fig. 30/303,305) and the province of Dacia (Popilian 1976, fig. XXXIX/399-405). According to 
the data provided by the archaeological research so far, it can be assumed that the pots of this type were 
produced in the complexes near Butovo and Mezdra (?). In the 4th – early 5th century, the form occurred 
in the so-called gray polished pottery (Вагалински 2002, 133-134, Г300).

POTS TYPE III (# 372 – 374)
Sultov 1985, pots type 2; Ivanov 2019b, pots type II
Pots with bell-shaped body. Mouth rim strongly curved outwards and upwards. Two horizontal 

handles with round cross-section attached to the shoulders. Grooved (variant A) or smooth (variant B) 
upper flat surface of the mouth. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth 
diameter from 18.0 to 23.0 cm; height ca. 24.0 cm; bottom diameter ca. 10.0 cm.

The type is not widespread in the studied area. Apart from Butovo, vessels close in shape were found 
in the villa in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. Similar pots were produced in the ceramic complex near 
Karavelovo, where they are dated to the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century.

POTS TYPE IV (# 375 – 383)
Ivanov 2019b, pots type I
Biconical pots. Flat mouth curved out- and upwards with grooves on the upper surface (variant A). 

Examples with smooth upper surface of the mouth also occur (variant B). Two vertical handles with oval 

Map 12. Territorial distribution of the different types of pots in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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cross-section and two longitudinal grooves. On the outer surface, belts of horizontal and wavy incised 
lines applied with a “comb”. Concave bottom with umbonal centre. Orange or light brown clay without 
inclusions, orange-red to brown slip. Mouth diameter from 21.0 to 24.5 cm.

The production of this type in the complex near Karavelovo is definitely proved with the discovery of 
ceramic wasters (# 383). Close parallels are offered by pots from the excavations of the household pottery 
kiln near the village of Han Krum (Христов, Стоева 2013, 400, fig. 27), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 
1999, 244, # 1004) and Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, 208, fig. 35/400), where they originate from layers 
dated to the last quarter of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century.

POTS TYPE V (# 384 – 386)
Ivanov 2019b, pots type III
Pots with mouths in the shape of inverted cone. Concave bottom with umbonal centre. Orange clay 

without inclusions, red slip. Mouth diameter from 15.0 cm to 20.5 cm.
Pots of this type are rare in the region and so far are known only from the production complex near 

Karavelovo, which functioned during the first half of the 3rd century.

POTS TYPE VI (# 387 – 390)
Pots with lower egg-shaped and upper conical body. Vertical and rounded mouth rim, in some cases 

with an incised line on the outer surface. Vertical handles each with two longitudinal grooves. Orange 
clay without inclusions, red or orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 15.0 to 20.0 cm.

In the 3rd century the type was distributed mainly on the territory between the Danube and the Balkan. 
It is known from the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra (# 387 – 390) and Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 1999, 
228, # 868). Its production can be connected mostly with the complex in the western part of Mezdra (?).

POTS TYPE VII (# 391 – 393)
Pots with mouth rim curved outwards, thickened and elaborately profiled. Orange clay without 

inclusions, orange-brown slip. Mouth diameter from 14.0 to 24.0 cm.
Apart from the village of Butovo and the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra, the type is well known from 

the territory of Lower Moesia. Close parallels dated to the 3rd century are known from the vicus near 
Gorsko Ablanovo, Targovishte region (Русев et al. 2015, tabl. VII/53-57), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Falkner 
1999, 226, # 845-846), the road stations along the Oescus-Philippopolis road – Ad Radices (Иванова-
Камишева 2004, 69, fig. 43/24), Montemno (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 81, fig. 49/126), and the pottery 
kilns near Suhache (Ханджийска 2016, 479, fig. 3).

LIDs (# 394 – 406; fig. 33; map 13)
There is no complete typological differentiation of the lids in the specialised literature. Therefore, 

such differentiation in the considered category is made here, with three types distinguished.

LIDS TYPE I (# 394 – 395)
Ivanov 2019a, lids type I
Conical lids. Solid knob with cylindrical-conical shape. Rounded base with relief flange inside. 

Vegetal barbotine ornaments applied on the outer surface. Orange-brown clay, red-brown slip. Diameter 
(periphery) from 13.0 to 16.0 cm; height from 6.0 to 7.5 cm.

Currently, the lids of type I are evidenced only in the complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni, 
where they were produced during the second-third quarter of the 2nd century.

LIDS TYPE II (# 396 – 404)
Ivanov 2019a, lids type II
Conical lids. Solid conical-shaped knob. Strongly inverted flange of the base, bent downwards. 

“Commas” or vegetal barbotine ornaments applied on the outer surface. Orange clay, orange-red or red-
brown slip. Diameter (periphery) from 7.0 to 20.0 cm; height from 4.0 to 6.5 cm.

Similar lids are known from forms 20 and 22 of North African red-slipped pottery, dated to the end of the 
1st – beginning of the 2nd century (Hayes 1972, 46, fig. 7/3,5). Close parallels are known from Novae (Sultov 
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Fig. 29. Red slip storage ware: pots (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 30. Red slip storage ware: pots (drawings by S. Ivanov).

 71 



Fig. 31. Red slip storage ware: pots (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Fig. 32. Red slip storage ware: pots (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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1985, 80) and Nicopolis ad Istrum, where they originated from a layer with materials from the first half of 
the 2nd century (Falkner 1999, 226-228, # 864, 866). The lids with barbotine decoration (# 396 – 400) are 
the work of potters from the complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni and date back to the second-third 
quarter of the 2nd century. According to the current archaeological information, we can assume that the lids 
with smooth or grooved outer surface (# 401 – 404) were made in the workshops near Butovo, Mezdra and 
Suhache, and their production refers to the period from the end of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century.

LIDS TYPE III (# 405 – 406)
Conical lids. Solid knob with conical shape. Strongly inverted flange of the base, bent downwards. 

Two symmetrically set protrusions attached to the base. Orange clay, orange-red or red-brown slip. 
Diameter (periphery) from 7.0 to 20.0 cm; height from 4.0 to 6.5 cm.

The production of the type took place in the 3rd century and can be connected with the pottery 
workshop near Mezdra. Close parallels are known from the villa near Kralev Dol, Pernik region 
(Найденова 1985), the road station Sub Radices near Hristo Danovo village (Иванова-Камишева 2004, 
129, fig. 77/9) and the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra (# 405 – 406).

DoLIa37 (# 407 – 408; fig. 34; map 14)
Dolia with egg-shaped body. Mouth rim, highly curved outwards and slightly down. Outside on 

the shoulders, two horizontal and one wavy incised line with oblique notches. Two arched handles 
tightly attached to the body. Flat bottom. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. Mouth 
diameter from 26.0 to 45.0 cm; height up to 60.0 cm; bottom diameter up to 17.0 cm.

The slipped dolia are not common in the study area. So far, known are pieces from the complex near 
Butovo and one completely preserved dolium from the site near Prisovo, Veliko Tarnovo region, dated 
to the first decades of the 3rd century (Султов 1964, 49-64). Individual fragments of identical vessels 
mouths found in a context from the first half of the 2nd century are known from Nicopolis ad Istrum 
(Falkner 1999, 229, # 882).

RED SLIP WARE FOR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES
This class of red slip ware includes fragments of kraters and paterae. In the specialised scholarly 

literature it is assumed that these vessels were used in various religious ceremonies (Владкова 2011, 56). 
They occupy a very small share of the red slip production of the provincial workshops.

KRateRs (# 409 – 435; fig. 35; map 15)
Large vessels with egg-shaped body, cylindrical or conical neck with a mouth strongly curved 

outwards and upwards. Two massive handles attached to the neck and below to the shoulders. On the 
neck and body, decoration of appliquéd relief images of Heracles (# 409 – 416), members of the retinue 
of Dionysus, masks, etc. (# 417 – 435). Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.

The kraters began to be used from the middle of the 2nd century, at first being associated with the cult 
of a certain deity, but later they became widespread and probably widely used in various religious rituals 
(Вахтел, Найденова 1984, 43; Popilian 1976, fig. XXVII; Rusu-Bolindeţ 2007, 641, fig. LXXX/425). 
Their production is generally dated back to the second half of the 2nd – the first half of the 3rd century and 
is associated with the complexes in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni, Butovo and Hotnitsa (?).

A close parallel is offered by a number of monuments found on the territory of Lower Moesia and 
Thracia – Oescus (fig. 21-24), Hotnitsa, Butovo (Sultov 1985, 157-158, fig. XXIII-XXIV), Novae, Iatrus 
(Митова-Джонова 1970, 5-8), Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, 215, fig. 41), Tomis (Rusu-Bolindeţ et 
al. 2018, 224, # 614), Kabyle and Philippopolis (Martinova 2001, 185-188). In the province of Dacia, 
similar vessels were found in necropoleis, thermae, villae, towns and sanctuaries (Вахтел, Найденова 
1984, 43).

37 Until recently, there were no generally accepted criteria for distinguishing a pot from a dolium. In recent years, Assoc. Prof. Dr. L. 
Vagalinski introduced a formal boundary in his study of polished pottery from the Lower Danube (1st-beginning of the 7th century) 
(Вагалински 2002, 125). Here I assume his definition of the two forms’ division, according to which storage wares with a mouth 
diameter of more than 25.0 cm are named dolia.
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Fig. 33. Red slip storage ware: lids (drawings by S. Ivanov).
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Map 13. Territorial distribution of the different types of lids in the 2nd – 3rd c.

Map 14. Territorial distribution of the red slip dolia in the 2nd – 3rd c.

Map 15. Territorial distribution of the kraters in the 2nd – 3rd c.

76 



pateRae (# 436 – 441; fig. 35; map 16)
Shallow vessels with hemispherical shape, 

slightly curved outwards or a vertical mouth 
rim. Elaborately profiled mouth of the different 
specimens. A flat handle horizontally attached 
just below the mouth. On the upper surface of 
the handle stamped vegetal ornaments, various 
images of birds, goats, sphinxes, helmets, deities 
– Fortuna, Medusa, Dionysus and members of 
his thiasoi. Orange or light brown clay without 
inclusions, orange-red or brown slip. Mouth 
diameter ca. 18 cm.

Paterae are one of the most commonly used 
objects in cult ceremonies. The specimens found 
near Pavlikeni38 and Butovo (Димитрова-
Милчева 2008, 145, fig. 32) are fragments of 
mouths with handles. According to P. Vladkova, 
the ceramic paterae with a flat handle date 
from the first half of the 2nd to the middle of 
the 3rd century (Владкова 2011, 93, № 49-50). 
Identical samples are known from Anchialos39 
and Napoca in the province of Dacia, where they 
originate from a layer dated to the 2nd century 
(Rusu 1997, 378, Taf. XI/1-2; Rusu-Bolindeţ 2007, 641, fig. LXXIX/415-418). In the later Butovo variants 
from the first half of the 3rd century, the use of paterae with handles of a round cross-section thrown on 
a potter’s wheel (# 441) is also attested.

38 The paterae from Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni are analyzed in detail in the monograph of P. Vladkova (Владкова 2011, 73-79) 
and therefore are briefly presented here.
39 Unpublished material from an archaeological excavation in Pomorie conducted by the author in 2015.

Fig. 34. Red slip storage ware: dolia (drawing by S. Ivanov).

Map 16. Territorial distribution of flat-handled paterae in the 2nd – 3rd c.
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Fig. 35. Red slip ware for religious purposes: kraters and paterae (after Ivanov 2019a, 22, fig. 12).
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***
The analysis of the forms and their types shows that local red slip ware from the region falls within 

the following chronological framework – first decades of the 2nd century – middle/third quarter of the 3rd 
century. The upper chronological limit is relative, as the probability of a slipped vessel produced in the 
first / second quarter of the 3rd century to have remained in use for too long a period of time should not be 
neglected40.

The abrupt cessation of production was mainly due to the prolonged barbarian attacks in the second 
and third quarters of the 3rd century. They led to a change in the ethnic milieu between the Danube and 
the Balkan. The old urban and more affluent population shrank as people sought refuge to the south, 
in safer areas, and much of the rural population that had failed to hide was massacred or abducted. 
As a result of victories or through peaceful penetration, a significant number of barbarian population, 
belonging to different tribes in terms of language, way of life and level of development, settled there. The 
scale of these upheavals is clearly evidenced by the numerous collective coin finds hidden because of 
the impending danger. The plague epidemic, which had been raging for two decades, also caused great 
devastation in the area (Геров 1952, 32-33; Gerov 1963, 127-146; Gerov 1971, 431-436; Върбанов 2017, 
30-40).

As a result of these events, the complexes that manufactured fine wares ceased to function. Thus, 
the luxurious red slip ware, which met the needs of the local population for about a century and a half, 
was gradually disappearing from everyday life. In the 4th century, its absence was partially compensated 
both by vessels imported from neighbouring or more distant parts of the empire (Минчев 1982, 23; 
Кабакчиева 2013, 401; Opaiţ 2004, 99; Băjenaru 2018, 239-257) and by the newly emerged gray pottery 
with polished stripes, the bearer of which was a foreign barbaric pottery tradition (Кузманов 1985, 28; 
Вагалински 2002, 80-84).

40 Such a case is observed at the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra, where vessels produced before the middle of the 3rd century are found 
with coins, the latest of which date from 290-292 AD. Unpublished information provided by the researcher of the site – Prof. Dr. 
S. Torbatov.
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ChapteR III

Decoration

Most of the vessels produced in the complexes for red slip ceramics are richly decorated in techniques 
typical of the era of the Principate. In terms of technology, the decoration on the discovered wares is 
almost entirely relief (positive or negative), executed in barbotine technique, appliquéd ornaments, 
stamping, rouletting41 and incised lines. Painted motifs are also observed in a small part of the vessels. 
The development of decoration over time is considered for each type separately, from relief to painted 
designs.

BaRBotIne teChnIQUe

The decoration executed in barbotine technique consists in applying relief ornaments of well-purified 
liquid clay onto the still wet clay surface. It was first described in detail by R. Zahn in his study on glazed 
bowls from the Berlin Museum (Zahn 1923). Barbotine decoration became characteristic of the vessels 
produced in Gallic and North African workshops as early as the second half of the 1st century AD (Hayes 
1997, 41-60). It subsequently spread throughout the Roman Empire, in some areas persisting until the 
4th century (Noble 1988, 122-123). The barbotine decoration from the territory between the Danube and 
the Balkan is represented mainly by floral motifs – ivy scrolls, vine twigs with bunches of grapes, cone-
shaped ornaments, as well as difficult to interpret images, called here dots, commas and spirals.

scrolls of ivy leaves developed as an ornament on the painted ancient Greek pottery in the late 6th 
– early 5th century BC. A little later the pattern was also found in the Etruscan wall paintings and some 
tombs (Ovadiah 1980, 168).

In the first half of the 2nd century AD, the first motifs with ivy scrolls in barbotine technique appeared 
on the wares of the complexes south of the Lower Danube. They are typical for the production in 
Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (Sultov 1985, 51-52), the design being found mainly on plates (# 
8), bowls (# 68, 70 – 72, 95 – 99), cups (# 197, 222, 224 – 226, 231, 238), krateroid vessels (# 341 – 347) 
and lids (# 394 – 395, 397 – 400). In terms of workmanship, they are closest to the designs typical of 
the workshops for thin-walled pottery in Pannonia from the last quarter of the 1st to the middle of the 
2nd century (Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 140, fig. 25/b). It is possible that sample from the latter were 
used as a model for imitating the decoration in the workshops near Pavlikeni. In the first half of the 3rd 
century, the ivy leaf, recreated in a different way, was represented on bowls (# 131, 133 – 140) from the 
workshops near Butovo as well.

Vine twigs with bunches of grapes began to be depicted on ancient Greek pottery from the 6th – 5th 
century BC (Ovadiah 1980, 167). The mass penetration of the ornament in the province of Lower Moesia 
in the first half of the 3rd century AD was mainly due to the production complex near Butovo. It is found 
mainly on bowls (# 151), cups of type X (# 248 – 253), some pots (# 392) and kraters (# 435; fig. 36 – 37); 
the pattern is usually associated with the cult of Dionysus.

the pinecone-shaped ornament appeared already in the Hellenistic era. Bowls from this period, 
but with decoration separately made in a mould and fixed on the surface (mid-2nd century BC – early 1st 
century AD) are found in Northeastern Bulgaria, Southeastern Romania and Moldova (Varbanov 2012, 
59-75; Vulpe, Gheorghiţă 1976, 167-198). A close parallel to the considered decoration is also seen on the 
Pannonian thin-walled pottery (Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 140, fig. 25/b). The local production of the 
cone-shaped ornament is typical for the period from the end of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century 
AD. It is presented on bowls (# 150) and cups (# 277 – 281, 285) from the ceramic centre near Butovo.

The other decorative motifs executed in barbotine technique are dots, commas, drops or spirals 
as well as some difficult to be defined plant ornaments (?). At the earliest, they are found on the wares 
produced by the potters in the Varbovski Livadi workshops near Pavlikeni, where they are dated to the 
2nd century AD (# 7, 9 – 12, 14 – 15, 59, 61 – 66, 69, 84 – 85, 87, 196, 223, 227 – 230, 396). In the first half 

41 The term is adopted from the English language specialised literature, where some researchers call this type of decoration "rouletted 
decoration" (Hayes 1972; Hayes 1997).
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of the 3rd century, the tradition was continued in the production complexes near Butovo (# 247 – 248, 
251, 285) and Mezdra (# 232 – 233, 263 – 264, 287 – 288).

appLIeD IMaGes

The ornaments for application made in a mould are another type of decoration, typical for the red 
slip ware from the territory under consideration. This tradition of decorating vessels was established in 
ancient Greece in the 6th – 5th century BC (Noble 1988, 144). Later, at the end of the 2nd or the beginning 
of the 1st century BC, the technique was often applied to the products of the Asia Minor potters, who 
worked in Pergamum and Ephesus (Zabehlicky-Scheffenegger, Schneider 2000, 105-112).

In the area between the Danube and the Balkan, this type of decoration is found on the walls of kraters 
and krateroid vessels from the 2nd – 3rd century AD, made near Pavlikeni, Butovo and Mezdra, where 
many moulds for their production originate from42. The appliqués represent mostly plants, animals, 
masks, mythical creatures, deities, human images and various objects.

the vine twigs with bunches of grapes are among the most favoured vegetal motifs. They occur 
on kraters found near Oescus (fig. 36 – 37) and Durostorum – Ostrov (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 41/3). The 
motif is usually associated with the cult of the god of wine and viticulture Dionysus/Bacchus, identified 
during the Roman era with the Italian deity Liber (Батаклиев 1989, 52-54). Close parallels to Dionysiac 
scenes on ceramic vessels are known both from Lower Moesia – Pavlikeni (Sultov 1976, 50) and Novae 
(Митова-Джонова 1970, 6-7, fig. 1-2), and from Thracia – Philippopolis (Martinova 2001, 185, fig. 1/1-
5) and the sanctuary of Asclepius near Pernik (Любенова 1980, 128, fig. 27).

the serpent is the most popular animal ornament. Its image occupies a special place in the cult of 
Dionysus and Sabazius (Фол 1994, 89) and is present in the iconography on a number of fragments or 
whole vessels originating from Lower Moesia – Oescus (fig. 36 – 37), Hotnitsa (# 431 – 432), Butovo (# 
434), Pavlikeni (# 415 – 416, 421 – 424), Nicopolis ad Istrum (# 429), Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 
41/4-5), Iatrus, Novae, and from Thracia – the Thracian sanctuary at the village of Varvara, Pazardzhik 
region, Kabyle (Вахтел, Найденова 1984, 43) and Philippopolis (Martinova 2001, 185, fig. 1/1-5). Exact 
parallels to snakes applied on kraters are also known from the province of Dacia (Popilian 1976, fig. 28-
29).

the lizard is another ornament applied on the vessels. It is observed on ceramic examples from 
Oescus (fig. 37), Novae (Митова-Джонова 1972, 207, fig. 4/a) and Durostorum (Muşeţeanu 2003, fig. 
41/8). The lizard’s image is found on two metal votive artefacts associated with the cult of Sabazius. These 
are the bronze hands from the villages of Voysil, Plovdiv region, and Gradnitsa, Gabrovo region, in the 
‘benedictio latina’ gesture, the main distinctive symbol of Sabazius’s hands (Тачева-Хитова 1982, 287-
288).

the bull’s head or the so-called bucranium can be interpreted as part of the animal metamorphosis 
of Dionysus (Маразов 1996, 95; Фол 1991, 126). In the Hellenistic era, the motif gained wide popularity 
as a decorative pattern in the monumental architecture of the islands of Delos, Samothrace, the region of 
Asia Minor and Thracia (including the painted wall decoration from Thrace and Macedonia) (Стоянова 
2005, 303-304). Similar images on pottery are displayed on kraters from Oescus (fig. 38/1), Nicopolis ad 
Istrum (# 429), moulds from Butovo (Sultov 1976, 47) and Cioroiu Nou-Aquae in the province of Dacia 
(Popilian 1997, fig. 43/4).

Among the other animals, there are two appliquéd ornaments of a lion, one of a panther in 
combination with a lion and a dog (Владкова 2011, 72, # 27-29), as well as the image of an eagle (# 427). 
According to P. Vladkova, the lion and the panther are associated with the Dionysiac rituals, and the 
eagle with the supreme deity Zeus / Jupiter (Владкова 2011, 59-61).

Several fragments of kraters with applied decoration representing members of the ecstatic thiasus of 
Dionysus originate from the production complex at Pavlikeni. Most common are the images of silenus 
(# 341, 417 – 419). Another companion of the deity was pan. His image is found on two finds from Lower 
Moesia. On the krater from Oescus, he is represented standing, to the right, holding a crook and a whip 
(fig. 38/3). A likeness of his is known from a ceramic mould found in the Roman ceramic centre near 

42 Apart from the listed places, moulds also originate from Montana (fig. 13), where there is no definite data on the existence of a 
production complex.
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Butovo (Султов 1976, 46). From the same site comes a cup with an applied Dionysiac scene, dated to the 
end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century (# 286).

the dragon heads are known from the richly decorated krater found in Oescus (fig. 38/2). They could 
be associated with one of the myths about the birth of Dionysus. According to Athenagoras, Zeus disguised 
as a dragon raped his own daughter Persephone, of whom the child Dionysus was born (Фол 1991, 125).

Kantharos is the wine drinking cup of Dionysus, frequently included in the iconography associated 
with the cult of this deity. Apart from the krater from Oescus (fig. 38/4), a similar image is found on a 
ceramic fragment from Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni, with Dionysus holding a kantharos in his right 
hand (Султов 1976, 50).

heracles/hercules is another common deity on the vessels with applied decoration (# 409 – 416). 
In the workshops near Pavlikeni, he is depicted standing, naked with a crook in his right hand and a 
lion’s skin thrown over his left arm. In most cases, Heracles is represented in an aedicula along with an 
altar and an unidentifiable animal. On two of the fragments, winding serpents are depicted around the 
appliqués. P. Vladkova connects their presence with the myth, according to which Hera tried to kill the 
future god by sending two snakes for the purpose (Владкова 2011, 56-57).

A mould and fragments with an applied Heracles are also known from several other places. A relatively 
primitive image originates from the pottery centre near Butovo (# 433). During the excavations at the 
complex near Hotnitsa, a wall of a krater with an applied medallion was found, where the reclining deity is 
holding a crook and a cup in the company of two other figures (# 430). Another image is found on a ceramic 
fragment from the pottery kilns near Suhache, municipality of Cherven Bryag. The scene presents Heracles 
slaying the Lernaean Hydra; the vessel is dated to the first half of the 3rd century (Ханджийска 2017, 437, fig. 
3). The deity is also found on moulds from Montana (Велков 1943, 189, обр. 259; Димитрова-Милчева 
2008, 143, обр. 29) and Mezdra (Иванова 2014, 42, обр. 7). Apart from examples displaying the images of 
Dionysus and Heracles, those of hygia, apollo, artemis/Diana, Zeus and hera/Jupiter and Juno, epona 
(fig. 49), silvanus and athena/Minerva (fig. 50) also come from there.

Masks are relief images, typical only for the workshop in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (# 421 
– 422). The tradition of applying masks on kraters and hydriai dates back to the Hellenistic era and is 
again associated with the worship of Dionysus. Some researchers even assume that the relief images were 
adopted directly from metal originals, by impressing (Mayer-Schlichtmann 1988, 210-211). P. Vladkova 
dwells in detail on the vessels with such decoration and interprets them as Bacchic (Dionysiac) masks, 
but she also allows their connection with the cult of the eastern deity Mithras (Владкова 2011, 59-60).

erotic scenes are also represented on the wares made by the potters from Pavlikeni (# 420) and 
Butovo (Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 32, # 190). Both the plastic image and the mould found there are in 
the form of a medallion, on which the erotic scene is presented. According to P. Vladkova, such scenes 
should refer to the reliefs related to the Dionysiac cult (Владкова 2011, 58).

The dating of the applied decoration is difficult, as most specimens originate from places without an 
exact context of discovery. The analysis of the images indicates that this type of decoration is typical for 
the period from the second quarter of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century, in general.

ReLIeF oRnaMents on tRaYs anD pateRae

The relief ornaments are set along the periphery and the handles of the trays, and, in the case of the 
paterae, only on the upper flat surface of the handles. Trays with similar decoration were manufactured 
in the pottery centre near Butovo, while from Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni we have data for the 
production of paterae as well. The individual decorative ornaments on the ceramic trays and paterae may 
be combined into several main groups: plant and geometric motifs, animal images, human heads / masks 
and planta pedis, mythical creatures, deities and various objects / attributes.

The vegetal motifs are represented by vine leaves with grapes (fig. 39/1-6), leaves and twigs (fig. 
39/7-18), wreaths with garlands (fig. 39/19-20), trees (fig. 39/21-28), rosettes (fig. 39/27-49), palmettes 
(fig. 39/50) and lotus flowers (fig. 39/51-55).

The vine leaves with grapes are common on the trays produced in Butovo. They are mainly associated 
with the cult of Dionysus, whose great popularity is well attested in the region of Nicopolis ad Istrum 
(Владкова 1991, 132-133). Among the other vegetal ornaments, coniferous twigs (fig. 39/13-14) and 
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palm leaves (fig. 39/15-16) are more clearly 
distinguished.

Rosettes are present in the decoration of 
almost all known trays and some paterae (# 440). 
The ornament is first found in Egypt and Assyria 
around the beginning of the 1st millennium BC. 
It later occurs on ancient Greek painted vessels 
(Ovadiah 1980, 176-177). During the Principate, 
the rosette is characteristic of the relief ceramics 
throughout the Roman Empire (Димитрова 1961, 
28; Владкова 1991, 132).

The blooming palmette is also presented on 
the products of the Butovo potters. Its origin and 
development are associated with the architecture of 
Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Asia Minor and ancient 
Greek pottery in the 1st millennium BC (Ovadiah 
1980, 181). It is also found on the two-dimensional 
painted images, part of the tomb mural decoration. 
A close parallel is the palmette with a lanceolate 
tip from frescoed tombs in Italy (Pontrandolfo et 
al. 1997, 52) and Thracia (Гетов 1988, 27). The 
palmette is also common in the Roman mosaic 
compositions (Balmelle et al. 2002, 54).

The relief images of lotus flowers are also of 
interest. In the Bulgarian specialised literature 
they are interpreted as lyre-like objects (Владкова 
1991, 134) or candlesticks (Камишева 2005, 91, 
обр. 19/67-70); both opinions, however, differ 
from the essence of the actual image. The image in 
question is closest to the lotus flowers known from 
ancient mosaics (Ovadiah 1980, 171; Balmelle et 
al. 2002, 48).

The variety of geometric motifs includes 
single circles (fig. 40/56-58), double (fig. 40/67-
68) or triple concentric circles (fig. 40/69-71), 
astragalus beads (fig. 40/56-60), ellipses (fig. 
40/61), rectangles (fig. 40/62-66), circles with 
inscribed crosses and dots (fig. 40/72), rhombi 
(fig. 40/73-75), triangles with one concave side 
(fig. 40/76-77) and volutes (figs. 40/78-80).

Circles and concentric circles are most often 
present in the decoration of the Butovo trays 
(Владкова 1991, 133) and paterae (# 440). They 
are used to frame the periphery (fig. 40/56-58) 
or set freely around the other relief images (fig. 
40/67-71). As an ornament, they first appeared 
approximately in the 12th – 11th century BC on 
painted pottery from Cyprus and a little later on 
textiles from Assyria (Ovadiah 1980, 124-125). In 
the Roman era, they were also found on mosaics 
(Balmelle et al. 2002, 34).

Astragalus beads form a motif that was first 
known from the temple architecture of Ancient 

Fig. 36. Red slip krater from the area of   Oescus  
(after Ivanov 2013b, 42).

Fig. 37. Graphic images of the krater from Oescus  
(after Ivanov 2013b, 42-43).
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Greece and Persia (Ovadiah 1980, 122-123); later it became a widespread decorative frieze. At the end 
of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century AD, the potters from Butovo often combined the ornament with 
circles or rosettes.

Another decorative feature of the trays with relief decoration is the circle with an inscribed cross and 
a dot between its arms. The motif is often interpreted as a wheel. It first appeared in Greece, on pottery 
from the first half of the 9th century BC. It is later found on ancient mosaics (Ovadiah 1980, 126-127; 
Balmelle et al. 2002, 38).

Of the animal images, those of wild animals eagle (fig. 40/81), wild boar (fig. 40/82-83), deer (fig. 
40/84-85), bear? (fig. 40/86), lion (fig. 40/87-92), panther (fig. 40/93), hyena? (fig. 40/94-95), predominate, 
while the domesticated ones are less favoured – ram / sheep (fig. 40/96-98), bull (fig. 40/99-102), dog (fig. 
40/103-109), horse (fig. 40/110) and goatlings (fig. 40/111-115). Representations of a bucranium (fig. 
40/116), fish (fig. 40/117) and dolphin (fig. 40/118) also occur (Владкова 1991, 130).

Many of the decorative ornaments, such as the running dog, the sheep, the wild boar, the lion, etc., 
can be associated with prototypes of images from the western production complexes in Gaul (Lezoux), 
Germany (Rheinzabern), Pannonia (Aquinium), Upper Moesia (Viminacium) (Димитрова-Милчева 
1994, 241) and Dacia (Micăsasa) (Rusu-Bolindeţ 2011, 98, fig. 6/1). Despite the influences of the large 
ceramic centres, completely new patterns are found among the animal figures from Lower Moesia – 
evidence of the originality of the Butovo potters (Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 146).

The next large group is that of the relief human images, planta pedis (fig. 41/119-126) and human 
heads / masks (fig. 41/127-141). The greatest interest is aroused by the latter, interpreted in varied ways 
in the scholarly works. According to P. Vladkova, these are decorative ornaments representing masks 
of participants in the thiasus of Dionysus (Владкова 1991, 130). In a later study, M. Kamisheva rightly 
associates some of the images with that of Alexander the Great (fig. 41/139-141) and respectively with 
Emperor Caracalla (211-217) and his march through Thracia and Lower Moesia in 213 / 214 AD. On the 
other hand, her statement concerning the distinctive ethnic features of some of the images – Thracian, 
Egyptian or Greek (Камишева 2005, 73-74) sounds debatable. Human faces are also featured in a 
medallion on some of the round trays bottoms (# 163 – 164).

Apart from the surveyed groups, the figures of deities and mythical creatures also stand 

Fig. 38. Photos and graphic images of the applied decoration on the krater from Oescus, details: 1. Bucranium; 2. Dragon’s head; 
3. God Pan; 4. Kantharos (after Ivanov 2013b, 44-45, fig. 5-8).
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Fig. 39. Relief decoration on trays from Lower Moesia (end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c. AD): 1 – 55. Vegetal ornaments  
(compilation of drawings after: Владкова 1991, fig. 1-4; Dimitrova-Milčeva 2000, fig. 3-6; Камишева 2005, 90-91, fig. 18-19).
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Fig. 40. Relief decoration on trays from Lower Moesia (end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c. AD): 56 – 80. Geometric ornaments;  
81 – 118. Animal images (compilation of drawings after Владкова 1991, fig. 1-4; Dimitrova-Milčeva 2000, fig.  

3-6; Камишева 2005, 90-91, fig. 18-19).
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out among the relief images on the trays. In the published studies they are defined as Eros (fig. 
40/142, 145), Demeter? (fig. 41/143) and centaur (fig. 41/144) (Камишева 2005, 90, fig. 18/22-25). 
Mythological scenes and creatures are depicted also on the flat handles of the paterae. Represented 
are figures defined by P. Vladkova as sphinxes (# 436), Fortuna (# 437) and two of Dionysus in 
combination with the head of Medusa? (# 438 – 439) (Владкова 2011, 76-77). The latter are found 
only in the production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni, where they are generally dated to 
the 2nd century AD.

The last group of relief decorative elements includes mostly objects from everyday life and weapons. 
A shepherd’s crook (fig. 41/146), various vessels (fig. 41/147-152), a double-edged arrowhead (fig. 
41/153), a bow (fig. 41/154-157), a sword? (fig. 41/156) occur as well as other ornaments that are difficult 
to interpret (fig. 41/158-162).

Fig. 41. Relief decoration on trays from Lower Moesia (end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c. AD): 119 – 126. Planta pedis;  
130 – 141. Human images / masks; 142 – 145. Deities and mythological scenes; 146 – 157. Everyday objects and weaponry;  

158 – 162. Indistinct images (compilation of drawings after Владкова 1991, fig. 1-4; Dimitrova-Milčeva 2000, fig. 3-6; 
Камишева 2005, 90-91, fig. 18-19).
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staMpeD DeCoRatIon

Stamped decoration is another common type of decoration in the considered territory. It was stamped 
on the still wet surface of the plates with ceramic seals (sigilla). Until now, such sigilla are known from 
Montana (fig. 42), Mezdra (Лука 2006, 163-164) and Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (fig. 43). Some 
of them are one-sided, and others – two-sided with different ornaments on each side. The stamps have 
plant, geometric ornaments and planta pedis images (Димитрова 1961, 31-33; Владкова 2011, 80-84).

With plates and trays, the ornaments are stamped on the inside at the centre of the bottom (# 5, 10, 13, 
21 – 22, 25) or on the periphery (# 30, 176, 190 – 191), while with bowls (# 121, 152), cups (# 234), jugs (# 
305 – 307) and kraters (fig. 38/1), the impressions are found only on the outer surface of the vessels. Most 
of the images on the sigilla coincide with the stamped ornaments on the discovered production (fig. 44).

The plant motifs are mainly leaves and rosettes. Leaves are represented by two types of palm branches 
(fig. 44/1-2). They are found on one side of a stamp device (fig. 43/5) and on bottoms of bowls from the 
Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni and from Butovo (Sultov 1985, fig. XXI/4). They are also depicted in 
the relief decoration of the trays from the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century AD (fig. 39/15-16). 
Close parallels are offered by the slightly later stamped decoration on plates produced in North Africa 
(Hayes 1972, 230, fig. 38).

Rosettes are presented diversely (figs. 44/3-9), depending on the production complex in which they 
were made. From the Varbovski Livadi site originates a piece with eight pointed rosette and dots in a 
circle (fig. 44/3), dated to the second – third quarter of the 2nd century AD. The ornaments from Butovo 
(fig. 44/4-5) (Sultov 1985, fig. XXI/2) display an absolute similarity to the relief images on the trays (fig. 
39/36,48), which date to the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century AD. The rosettes from Mezdra are 
observed on bowls, cups (fig. 44/6-8) dated to the same period as the Butovo examples.

The geometric ornamentation consists of triangles with embedded points (fig. 43/9; fig. 44/10), 
rhombuses with inscribed triangles (fig. 43/6), circles with inscribed crosses (fig. 44/11-12) and 
concentric circles (fig. 44/13-15). The first two are typical of the production complex in Varbovski 
Livadi, where they are dated to the second or third quarter of the 2nd century AD. The circles with 
inscribed crosses, sometimes in combination with dots, are found both in the mentioned production 
complex and that in Butovo. The ornament is also used in the relief images on the Butovo trays (fig. 
40/72). On the other hand, stamped single circles, double and triple concentric circles are typical of the 
trays and jugs from Mezdra (# 176, 190 – 191, 305). The latter date back to the 3rd century AD.

planta pedis is the most common image in the 2nd century AD stamped decoration. The recorded 
impressions have the shape of a foot in a sandal (fig. 43/1-3; fig. 44/16-19). So far, no impressions with 
the manufacturer’s name have been found. P. Vladkova explains the fact as far as the complex near 
Varbovski Livadi is concerned, with the manufacturer’s lack of self-confidence or with his desire to 
remain anonymous, as his work imitated the production of some famous workshop (Владкова 2011, 82).

Fig. 42. Collective find of seals (sigilla) for stamping on pottery from the region of Montana (NAIM-BAS).
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The tradition of stamping planta pedis began in the Italic workshops as early as the second half 
of the 1st century BC. They are characterised by the fact that they display an abbreviated inscription 
including the name of the manufacturer. In some cases it is written together with that of a slave. From 
the beginning of the 1st century AD, the fashion in the planta pedis stamping also included the red slip 
ware from the Asia Minor workshops. Initially, the lettering in the image was in Latin or Greek, but by 
the middle of the century the tradition of stamping planta pedis was abandoned. According to J. Hayes, 
when the foot-shaped stamps reappeared on the Eastern sigillata products at the end of the 1st century 
AD, they were already unlabeled (Hayes 1997, 52-57). Probably this is the reason why the manufacturers 
from the Pavlikeni workshops left the stamped decoration anonymous.

Fig. 43. Seals (sigilla) for stamping on pottery from the area of   the kilns in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni  
(RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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Planta pedis is present among the relief images on the Butovo trays from the first half of the 3rd 
century AD. Only one stamped ornament identical to them is known (fig. 44/20) on the bottom of a 
plate from Butovo (Sultov 1985, fig. XXI/2). From the middle of the 3rd century onwards, this decorative 
element came out of the repertory of local potters.

An ornament difficult to be defined (fig. 44/21-22) also belongs to the stamped decoration. In the 
specialised works it is interpreted as a sceptre (Камишева 2005, 91, fig. 19/78) or a foot (Владкова 2011, 
97, # 4). It is found on a stamp device from Varbovski Livadi (fig. 43/4), in a relief image on a Butovo tray 
(fig. 41/159) and impressions on a bowl and jug made near Mezdra in the period from the end of the 2nd 
to the middle / third quarter of the 3rd century AD (# 121, 305).

RoULetteD DeCoRatIon

Bands of roller stamped hacks or the so-called rouletting is a common technique for decorating the 
surface of plates (# 1 – 4, 11, 13, 16 – 20, 22, 25, 27 – 29, 36, 40, 43 – 47), bowls (# 67 – 68, 70, 82, 117 – 
120) and cups (# 194, 220, 225) made in the Roman production complexes between the Danube and the 
Balkan. Rouletting is usually found inside on the flat part of the bottoms, but it is also observed on the 
outer surface of some examples (# 17, 117 – 120, 194, 220, 225). It is sometimes combined with stamped 
ornaments or barbotine decoration (# 11, 70).

This way of decorating has been known since pre-Roman times. Multiple-notched tools with which 
patterns were impressed are found in a number of western terra sigillata centres. In the territory south 
of the Lower Danube, the tradition was first introduced by the potters in Varbovski Livadi in the 2nd 
century AD. It was continued in the production complexes near Butovo and Mezdra, where rouletting 
was applied until the middle of the 3rd century AD at the latest.

Fig. 44. Graphic images of stamped decoration on red slip pottery.
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InCIseD DeCoRatIon

Incised or carved decoration was the preferred way of decorating red slip vessels in the Roman era. 
The arrangement of horizontal lines on the outer surface of a large part of the studied ceramics is a 
common approach. They also form concentric circles on the bottoms or periphery of plates (# 1, 21) and 
bowls (# 68, 70). On the other hand, the wavy line is characteristic of only a few types of jugs (fig. 45/2,6), 
table amphorae (# 329), pots (# 371) and dolia (# 407 – 408).

This type of decoration also includes vertical or oblique incised lines applied freehand. They are 
typical for the plates from Mezdra (# 48 – 49), the bowls from Cape St. Atanas near Byala (Иванов 
2019, 232, fig. 3-4), the cups from Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (# 205 – 206, 283), Kazan Cheir 
locality near Karavelovo (# 254, 284), the necropolis in the Kalvaka site near Butovo (# 282) and the jug 
from Dzhulyunitsa (fig. 46). spirals and other difficult-to-recognise ornaments (fig. 45/4-5) occur, albeit 
rarely, on the walls of jugs from Mezdra.

According to the available archaeological information, the incised decoration from the considered area 
refers to the period from the beginning of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century AD. The later products with 
low quality red slip / engobe from the 4th century lack the above-described variety of ornaments (Băjenaru 
2018, 239-257). Only bands of ordinary horizontal incised lines are observed (fig. 47; fig. 48/4,6).

Fig. 45. Painted and incised decoration on red slip pottery from the excavations of the Mezdra-Kaleto site  
(end of 2nd – first half / third quarter of 3rd c. AD).
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paInteD DeCoRatIon

This type of decoration is extremely rare in the area between the Danube and the Balkan. It is applied 
with a finger on the still undried slip of some types of plates and jugs or pots (?). The decoration is 
represented by floral motifs (# 44, 47; fig. 45/1) or wavy lines (fig. 45/2-3).

In the specialised scholarly literature on the subject, there is no information about this type of 
decoration. So far, it is known only from the pagan sanctuary near Mezdra, where it is generally dated 
to the first half / third quarter of the 3rd century AD (fig. 45). The production of vessels with similar 
decoration can be connected with the nearby workshop which functioned in the same period.

***
The diverse and in some cases elaborate decoration indicates a high level of development of pottery 

production in the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century AD in the area between the Danube and the Balkan. 
From the middle of the 3rd century AD onwards, there was a decline in the local production of fine 
ceramics, and by the end of the same century, the richly decorated products were already out-of-date. 
The abrupt collapse in the production of red slip ware was due to the prolonged barbarian attacks, 
depopulation and change of the ethnic milieu on the territory (Геров 1952, 32-33; Gerov 1963, 127-146; 
Gerov 1971, 431-436; Върбанов 2017, 30-40). Only a very simple decoration of simple incised lines is 
found on the 4th-century vessels with a coating resembling slip / engobe (?).

Many of the techniques and artistic ornaments dwelt on are borrowed from the earlier Egyptian, 
Persian, Greek or contemporary Roman architecture, painted or relief ceramics, as well as from the two-
dimensional images on murals and mosaics. The metal products, which served as models for impressing 
and making moulds for the production of appliquéd decoration were another source of influence. The 
applied decoration was undoubtedly related to the cult practices typical of the period. The combination 
of vegetal and geometric ornaments, mythical creatures, deities and attributes testify on the one hand to 
the religious syncretism that occurred in the 2nd – 3rd centuries AD, and on the other show the cultural 
fusion of the local population with that of the Greco-Roman world and Asia Minor. 

Fig. 47. Jug with traces of red slip/engobe, found in a Late 
Roman grave near Pavlikeni (first quarter / half of 4th c. AD)  

(after Църов 2005, 101).

Fig. 46. Red slip jug   with bevelled mouth rim and  
incised decoration from a burial mound near the village of 
Dzhulyunitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region (first half of 3rd c. AD) 

(RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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Fig. 48. Ceramic vessels with traces of engobe/slip from a Late Roman necropolis (first half / third quarter of 4th c. AD) in the 
Barata site between the villages of Hotnitsa and Samovodene, Veliko Tarnovo region (RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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ChapteR IV

production complexes. analysis

This chapter comprises information on the workshops that manufactured red slip ceramics. For 
their definition as such, there should be several basic prerequisites: remains of kilns or workshops; 
concentration of finds related to the manufacturing process – moulds, stamps or a series of identical 
products; wasters – misshapen, good-for-nothing vessels, the discovery of which near the kilns is a 
definite proof of the existence of a workshop for slip ware.

The sites considered here are those with a definitively recorded production activity, as well as some 
with a presumed one. The individual complexes are traced according to their geographical location in the 

direction from west to east.

Montana (?)

Within the modern city of Montana 
(map 2/1) are the remains of two (?) 
fortifications and a cult complex from 
the Roman and Late Antiquity periods 
(Динчев 2016, 38, fig. 7). Archaeological 
information about these sites is drawn 
mainly from the excavations at the 
fortress on the Kaleto Hill and the 
sanctuary of Diana and Apollo. From 
the latter, a large number of epigraphic 
monuments testify to the existence of 
a military camp, administration which 
governed a significant territory and a 
civilian settlement (Божилова 1976, 
40-48; Огненова-Маринова et al. 1987; 
Динчев 2016, 37-38).

In 1883, the National Archaeological 
Museum acquired an interesting ceramic 
find discovered in the area described above. 
It consists of two sets of items designed 
for making and decorating products with 
slip coating. One of them includes 11 
moulds for casting votive tablets, and the 
other 4 stamps for decoration on ceramic 
vessels. The collective find was discovered 
together with a votive tablet in positive 
with the image of Hermes (Велков 1943, 
183-189).

There are two moulds each with 
the images respectively of Hygia and 
Dionysus and one each with Apollo, 
Heracles, Artemis/Diana, Zeus and Hera, 
Epona (?), a horseman, as well as one with 
a hunting scene (fig. 49) (Велков 1943, 
183-189). It can be assumed that the 
moulds were used in making the relief 
ornaments for appliquéd decoration on 
ceramic vessels.

Fig. 49. Part of a collective find consisting of moulds for votive tablets or 
embossed decoration for application from Montana (NAIM-BAS).
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The second set of pottery tools is intended mainly for the application of vegetal and geometric 
ornaments (fig. 42). In shape, some of the stamps resemble some kind of ‘feet’ and represent double-
sided sigilla (Велков 1943, 189, fig. 259; Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 143, fig. 29).

The finds from Montana have a close parallel with moulds for votive tablets and seals for stamping on 
vessels produced in the complexes in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (Владкова 2011, 65, # 1), Butovo 
(Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 34, # 200-201) and Mezdra (Иванова 2014, 42, fig. 7), where they are dated to 
the 2nd – first half of the 3rd century AD, in general.

According to A. Dimitrova-Milcheva, Montana is the westernmost site with proven production of 
red slip ware in the territory under consideration (Димитрова-Милчева 2008, 143-144). Despite the 
opinion expressed, the current archaeological information about the site does not conclusively prove the 
production of slipped wares. The absence of kilns, workshops or wasters currently ranks this site among 
the places with alleged production activity.

MeZDRa

In the southwestern outskirts of the town of Mezdra (map 2/2) is the long-known in the specialised 
literature, multi-layered site called Kaleto (Kanitz 1882, 259-260; Велков 1927, 4). It is located on a low 
rocky hill on the left bank of the Iskar River. There is evidence on the habitation of the place from the 
Chalcolithic, Early Iron Age, the Principate, Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages (Торбатов 2009, 33-51; 
Иванова 2014, 32).

Explorations on the hill began in the 1970s and continue with some interruptions to this day. Since 
2005, the research of the ancient structures has been led by S. Torbatov, who made some corrections 
regarding the chronological interpretation of the site. In his opinion, a Roman fortification existed at 

Fig. 50. Collective find of ceramic moulds discovered during the excavations at the Mezdra-Kaleto multilayer site  
(first half of 3rd c. AD) (after Иванова 2014, 42, fig. 7).
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that place in the second half of the 2nd century AD, a pagan cult centre in the 3rd century and a fortified 
settlement from the 4th to the 6th century (Торбатов 2009, 42).

Features of cult hearths and clay sacrificial sites, altars with stone fences and sealed with clay screed 
or stone accumulations, single sacrifices were discovered in the layers from the 3rd century AD sanctuary 
complex. Among the votive material recorded in the excavation of the layers, most numerous is the 
household pottery, of which the slipped one significantly predominates (Иванова 2014, 33-34). The 
plates are the most common products in this group (Type VI, # 27 – 28, 30; Type VII, # 31; Type VIII, 
# 34 – 35; Type XI, # 43 – 47; Type XII, # 48 – 49; Type XIV, # 55; Type XVI, # 57 – 58), followed by the 

Fig. 51. Wasters (mainly cups, types XI and XII) and a ceramic seal (sigillum) for stamping on red slip vessels; from the pottery 
kiln unearthed in the western industrial zone of Mezdra (first half of 3rd c. AD).
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trays (Type I, # 161 – 163; Type II, # 173 – 177; Type III, # 182 – 192), bowls (Type I, # 73; Type XV, # 
119 – 121; Type XVII, # 145; Type XIX, # 152 – 153), cups (Type IX, # 232 – 235; Type X, # 244; Type XI, 
# 255 – 256; Type XII, # 257 – 264; Type XX, # 287 – 288), jugs (Type VI, # 305 – 307), stoppers, strainers 
(Type II, # 358 – 360), pots (Type I, # 364 – 366; Type II, # 370 – 371; Type VI, # 387 – 390; Type VII, # 
391, 393), lids (Type II, # 402 – 404; Type III, # 405 – 406) and lamps.

One of the most interesting finds from the sanctuary complex is a collective votive deposit of four 
ceramic moulds for figural decoration from clay, intended for application on vessels. There are two 
moulds with images of Heracles and one each of Silvanus and Athena/Minerva (fig. 50). They were 
found in a hearth dated with coins to the first half of the 3rd century AD (Лука 2006, 161). The presence 
of moulds for making appliquéd decoration suggests that there was a synchronous production centre 
nearby for producing red slip ware.

It is known from the specialised studies that the remains of a vicus and a pottery kiln from 
the Roman period were localised within the present town of Mezdra. When discovered, the kiln 
was stacked with vessels, misshapen by the high temperature in the firing process (fig. 51). The 
recognizable vessels are mostly slipped cups, often found in the excavations in the Kaleto site, where 
they are dated back to the 3rd century AD. A two-sided ceramic seal for stamping on pottery was also 
found around the kiln.

These data allow us to assume with great certainty that a pottery workshop for slipware production 
existed in the confines of the settlement and the sanctuary complex near Mezdra. Based on the analysis of 
the forms and the coin hoards found in the region, it can be assumed that the kilns functioned in the first 
half of the 3rd century until the reign of Trajan Decius (250-251), when the vicus fell victim to a barbarian 
attack (Торбатов 2009, 33-51; Върбанов 2017).

seLIshteto sIte, sUhaChe VILLaGe, CheRVen BRYaG MUnICIpaLItY

The Selishteto site is located about 2 km west of the village of Suhache (map 2/3). The remains of 
a building from the Roman period were revealed in its northwestern part. The researcher of the site S. 
Lazarova interpreted the building as a landed country house, a villa, which existed between the 3rd and 
the 4th centuries AD. According to her, the complex was founded in the middle of the 3rd century; her 
opinion is based on a military diploma from 236 AD, discovered there. The Gothic uprising in the 370s 
is considered to be the ultimate date of its existence (Лазарова 2013, 260-261).

In 2014, the archaeological surveys about 200 m to the south of the building recorded the remains 
of other buildings and a presumed production centre for red slip ware. Initially, a large assemblage of 
building ceramic fragments, vessels and waste products were collected on the site. The slipped tableware 
prevailed among the ceramic materials (Ханджийска 2015, 798-799).

In the period 2015 – 2016, archaeological excavations were carried out on the site, defined as a place 
for household pottery production. Two pottery kilns with a round plan of the lower combustion chamber 
and a common pre-kiln pit were discovered (fig. 52). During the clearing of the production facilities, a 
significant amount of fragments of vessels and discarded products were recorded. Judging by the research 
data, the table wares of beige or beige-pink clay and red or red-brown slip predominate. Considering the 
shape of the vessels, most numerous are the plates, bowls, trays, followed by the jugs, krateroid vessels, 
cups and paterae. The storage ware includes lids and pots, some of them with appliquéd decoration (fig. 
53) (Ханджийска 2016, 277-279; Ханджийска 2017, 435-436).

No numismatic material was found during the diggings, which makes it difficult for the researchers 
to date the facilities. Basing her opinion on the decoration, specificity of the ceramic forms, the high 
quality of the clay and the slip, V. Handzhiyska assumes that the kilns operated in the second half of 
the 3rd century AD (Ханджийска 2016, 279). In her last publication on the production facilities near 
Suhache, she reasonably shifted the initial chronology of the ceramic production to the first half of the 
3rd century AD (Ханджийска 2017, 437), although it is possible that the complex existed until the third 
quarter of the same century.
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Fig. 52. General plan of the kilns recorded in the Selishteto site near Suhache, Cherven Bryag municipality (first half of 3rd c. AD) 
(after Ханджийска 2017, 436, fig. 2).
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BUtoVo VILLaGe, paVLIKenI MUnICIpaLItY

In addition to the production ceramic complex, there are several other archaeological sites that existed 
at the village of Butovo (map 2/4) during the 2nd – 4th centuries AD (fig. 54). Initially, a settlement was 
founded north of the Lomya River (fig. 54/1), as evidenced by the remains of buildings with foundations of 
quarry stones and mortar. Many architectural details have been found there in the past, such as columns, 
bases, capitals, architraves, as well as marble votive tablets, bronze statuettes and coins from the early 
2nd to the 4th century (Sultov 1985, 26). During rescue excavations, the foundations of a fortress wall and 
buildings of significant dimensions were reached (Султов 1962a, 31). According to some researchers, the 
place was the site of a market, known from epigraphic monuments as Emporium Piretensium (Mihailov 
1958, 121, # 695; Zawadski 1964, 531-538; Бинев 2002, 199-204; Владкова 2003, 111). Despite the 
opinions expressed, the localisation of the emporium is still the subject of heated discussion (Боянов 
2014, 134-137; Владкова 2020, 251).

The necropolis of the settlement was 
initially situated immediately south of 
Butovo, on a hill in the Kalvaka locality. 
So far, 11 mounds with a total of 43 graves 
have been excavated. Cremation is the 
burial ritual attested in almost all graves. 
Only two of them are inhumations. The 
grave goods are represented mainly by 
ceramic vessels (# 13 – 15, 86, 108, 157, 
205, 216, 238, 282, 290 – 294, 300 – 301, 
303, 326, 343), jewellery and coins from 
the first to the third quarter of the 2nd 
century AD (Sultov 1985, 29). Most of 
the pottery was produced in the second 
– third quarter of the 2nd century in the 
ceramic centre in Varbovski Livadi near 
Pavlikeni, while the rest, originating 

Fig. 54. Schematic plan of the archaeological sites near Butovo (after Sultov 1985, fig. 8/1): 1. Settlement (2nd – 4th c. AD);  
2. Flat necropolis (first half of 3rd c.); 3. Kilns and workshops for household pottery  

(end of 2nd / beginning of 3rd c. – middle of 3rd c.).

Fig. 53. Wall fragment of a vessel with the appliquéd image of Heracles 
killing the Hydra (after Ханджийска 2017, 437, fig. 3).
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mainly from later secondary graves 
(end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c. AD) was 
made in Butovo (# 298, 319).

A flat necropolis was recorded 
during construction works in the 
central and northwestern part of 
Butovo (fig. 54/2). 7 graves contained 
inhumation in rectangle pits or pits 
lined with bricks. The necropolis is 
dated to the first half of the 3rd century 
AD (Sultov 1968, 41-43). Part of the 
grave goods is vessels (# 312, 317 – 
318) and toys, made by the craftsmen 
from the local production complex.

The pottery centre is located 
under the foundations of the present 
village, on the right bank of the Lomya 
River and south of the settlement 
(fig. 54/3). It was discovered in 
1961 during diggings for the water 
supply of Butovo (Султов 1977, 
30). The subsequent archaeological 
excavations and accidental 
discoveries revealed about 39 pottery 
kilns, part of the workshops, a large 
number of moulds for votive tablets, 
relief images for application onto 
vessels (fig. 55), trays and lamps (fig. 

56), terracottas (fig. 57), toys (fig. 58), numerous fragments, whole vessels and waste products (fig. 59) 
(Sultov 1985).

The main activity of the ceramic centre was the production of slip vessels, consisting of table and 
kitchen ware, storage ware and for religious purposes. Tableware is represented by plates (Type VI, # 26, 
29; Type VII, # 32; Type VIII, # 33, 36; Type IX, # 37 – 40; Type XI, # 42; Type XIV, # 56), bowls (Type 
XVI, # 131 – 140; Type XIX, # 150 – 151; Type XX, # 154 – 156), trays (Type I, # 158 – 160, 165 – 166; 
Type II, # 167 – 169, 171 – 172; Type III, # 178 – 181), cups (Type X, # 239, 241 – 242, 247 – 253; Type 
XIII, # 265 – 269; Type XIV, # 274 – 275; Type XV, # 276 – 281; Type XVIII, # 285; Type XIX, # 286), jugs 
(Type I, # 297; Type VIII, # 316), ‘table’ amphorae (Type III, # 330) and krateroid vessels (Type III, # 348). 
Kitchen ware includes only strainers (Type II, # 350; Type III, # 362). Storage ware consists of pots (Type 
II, # 367 – 369; Type III, # 372; Type VII, # 392) and lids (?). The products intended for religious use are 
the kraters (# 433 – 435) and paterae (# 440 – 441). Not a small part of the wares of the Butovo masters 
are lamps, votive tablets, terracottas and toys.

In the specialised scholarly works, there are several hypotheses on the chronology of the pottery 
produced in the considered ceramic complex. The researcher of the site B. Sultov changed several times 
his opinion about the period in which the ceramic centre functioned. In several of his studies, he reported 
that the production referred to the period from the second half of the 2nd to the middle of the 4th c. AD 
(Султов 1972b, 21; Султов 1979, 21; Султов 1976). In his latest publication, however, he notes that 
civil and farm buildings, which had nothing to do with the pottery production, were situated over the 
destroyed kilns and workshops in the second half of the 3rd century. According to Sultov, life there died 
out in the second half of the 4th century (Sultov 1985, 28-29), probably as a result of the Gothic uprising 
in the 370s.

Other researchers also voice their opinion regarding the time the production at Butovo ceased. In one 
of her publications on household ceramics from Novae, E. Klenina refers the production of the Butovo 
pottery centre to the period from the second half of the 2nd to the end of the 4th century AD (Klenina 

Fig. 55. Moulds from Butovo for votive tablets and embossed images 
 for applying on vessels (RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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2002, 697). Without providing any 
evidence to support her assumption, it 
seems that Klenina has founded it on 
the initial chronology announced by 
Sultov in the 1970s.

Another attempt at chronological 
interpretation belongs to A. Harizanov, 
who based it on an analysis of kilns for 
household pottery and the materials 
published so far from the research of 
the ceramic centre. According to the 
author, the ceramic production in the 
complex near Butovo started in the 
second half of the 2nd or at the end of 
the same century and continued until 
the end of the 3rd / beginning of the 4th 
century AD (Харизанов 2019).

It becomes clear from the 
publications that the Butovo kilns 
were operational from the second half 
of the 2nd to the 4th century AD, but 
the absence of in-depth analysis of the 
ceramic material leads to unconvincing 
opinions about the chronology of the 
ceramic production of the centre. The 
comparative analysis of well-dated exact 
and close parallels points categorically 
to a period from the end of the 2nd or 
the very beginning of the 3rd century to 
the middle of the same century. This 
ultimate date is proof that the ceramic 
centre was probably severely damaged 
during the barbarian invasions around 
the middle of the 3rd century AD, as a 
result of which it ceased its activities. 
The coin hoards from the region testify 
to the invasion (Върбанов 2017).

The statement voiced by P. 
Vladkova that the workshops in 
Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni op-
erated synchronously with those at 
Butovo should also be noted (Владкова 
2011, 111). Vladkova’s opinion, how-
ever, is not confirmed by the above 
analysis, as the production facilities 
and excavated archaeological mate-
rial from Butovo date from the end of 
the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century, and those near Pavlikeni from the beginning / first half of the 
2nd century to 170/171 AD, i.e. the pottery centre near Butovo is later than the one in Varbovski  
Livadi.

In a study of the Roman pottery from Oltenia, G. Popilian admits that the organization of pottery 
in Romula (Dacia Province) was supported by Butovo potters (Popilian 1976, 60-64) and O. Bruckner 
includes the specific pottery from Butovo – Romula in the so-called Daco – Moesian group (Brukner 1981, 

Fig. 57. Terracottas from Butovo (RHM-V. Tarnovo).

Fig. 56. Moulds for trays, lamps and terracottas from Butovo  
(RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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26). It is true that a quantity of identical products from the area of   the ceramic kilns has been attested in 
Romula, but there is still no clear evidence of their manufacture on the site. Rather, this is about imports 
from Butovo than about local production. Recently, archaeometric analyses have confirmed the spread 
of the Butovo products elsewhere in the province of Dacia (Baranowski et al. 2015, 97).

In the ceramic production of the centre near Butovo, mostly eastern influences are noticeable. The 
centre was probably set up by settlers from Asia Minor, whose names have long been known from a Latin 
inscription dated to 227 AD and found near Butovo with a list of members of a Dionysiac Association 
(Султов 1972a, 21).

The studies show that the production of the ceramic centre that operated for only a few decades, gained 

Fig. 58. Toys from Butovo (RHM-Veliko Tarnovo).
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a wide-scale distribution. A large 
amount of red slip ware was found 
during archaeological excavations 
in cities such as Oescus, Nicopolis 
ad Istrum; in the military camps 
along the Lower Danube Limes, 
viz. Novae, Iatrus, Scaidava, 
Trimammium, Sexaginta Prista, 
Durostorum, Noviodunum; on the 
West Pontic coast in Histria; in the 
roadside stations on the Oescus-
Philippopolis road, namely Sostra, 
Ad Radices and Montemno; in the 
Roman villa in Varbovski Livadi 
near Pavlikeni and the one near 
the village of Prisovo; in the vicus 
near Tuchenitsa and the settlement 
at Orlovka on the Danube Delta. 
Pottery produced in Butovo is 
evidenced even beyond Lower 
Moesia, in the province of Dacia and the Northern Black Sea coast.

The analysis of the forms indicates that the considered ceramic workshop to date remains the most 
significant complex of such nature discovered on the territory south of the Lower Danube.

VaRBoVsKI LIVaDI sIte, toWn oF paVLIKenI

The most comprehensively studied production complex is the one in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni 
(map 2/5). It is located about 4 km west of the modern town. The archaeological excavations carried out 
in the 1970s revealed the remains of three architectural complexes and about fifty kilns for building and 
household ceramics (fig. 60) (Sultov 1985; Владкова 2011). Thanks to the research, a large number of 
fully preserved vessels, tens of thousands of fragments and wasters from the kilns have reached us (fig. 
61). These data provide reliable evidence of an intensive manufacturing activity.

The pottery found near Pavlikeni is generally divided into red slip and gray-black pottery. Red slip 
ware (over 90%) in turn is divided into tableware, storage ware and pottery for religious purposes. The 
table red slip ware includes plates (Type I, # 1 – 3, 5 – 6; Type II, # 7 – 12; Type III, # 16; Type IV, # 17 – 22; 
Type V, # 23), bowls (Type I, # 59 – 68, 70 – 72; Type II, # 74 – 81; Type IV, # 84 – 85; Type V, # 87; Type 
VI, # 88 – 89; Type VII, # 90; Type VIII, # 91 – 92; Type IX, # 93; Type X, # 94; Type XI, # 95 – 99; Type 
XII, # 100 – 107, 109; Type XIII, # 111; Type XIV, # 112; Type XV, # 116 – 118), cups (Type I, # 193 – 198; 
Type II, # 199 – 203; Type III, # 204, 206; Type IV, # 207 – 215, 217; Type V, # 218, 220; Type VI, # 222 – 
223; Type VII, # 224; Type VIII, # 225 – 226; Type IX, # 227 – 231), jugs (Type I, # 289, 295 – 296; Type 
III, # 302; Type V, # 304; Type VII, # 308, 310 – 311), ‘table’ amphorae (Type II, # 328 – 329) and krateroid 
vessels (Type I, # 341 – 342; Type II, # 344 – 347). Кitchen ware consists only of strainers (Type I, # 349; 
Type II, # 351 – 354). The storage ware is represented by pots (Type I, # 363), lids (Type I, # 394 – 395; 
Type II, # 396 – 400) and dolia (# 407 – 408). The kraters (# 409 – 428) and paterae (# 436 – 439) belong 
to the vessels with religious purpose.

The ware manufactured in Varbovski Livadi is of orange-red to orange-brown fabric, without traces of 
large sand particles. The slip varies from orange-red to dark brown. The decoration is incised, rouletted, 
stamped and embossed (appliquéd and barbotine). A large number of single- and double-sided seals 
(sigilla) for stamping on vessels originate from the site (fig. 43).

Several hypotheses are voiced in the specialised scholarly literature regarding the chronology of the 
ceramic production in the considered complex. Quite naturally, the first interpretation was made by the 
researcher of the site B. Sultov. Initially, he assumed that the production of red slip ware at Pavlikeni 
began in the early 2nd century and continued until the middle of the 3rd century (Султов 1973, 46-47). 

Fig. 59. Wasters from the kilns near Butovo: 1. Tray, type III; 2. Bowl, type XX, 
with part of the bottom of a cup; 3. Cups, type X, and other unidentifiable vessels 

(RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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Subsequently, he changed several times the chronology he had proposed. In his last study, he suggested 
that in 170 AD, during the attack of the Costoboci, the work of the complex was suspended and the 
production of red slip ware came to an end. In support of his statement, B. Sultov adduced the coin 
hoard of 3727 denarii, the last coin of which dates to 169 AD, the time of the joint rule of the emperors 
Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus (161-169). According to Sultov, the hoard was concealed during the 
barbarian invasions, and the subsequent devastation put an end to the production process (Sultov 1985, 
23-24). Despite the opinion expressed, in the same publication the author stated that the pottery centre 
continued to function after that date or until the middle of the 3rd century (Sultov 1985, 92).

In recent years, another attempt was made at specifying the chronology of the complex. According 
to P. Vladkova, it functioned after the 170s until the 230s AD or in the so-called third construction 
period (Владкова 2011, 137). The author’s opinion is grounded on the collected numismatic material, 
the interpretation of small ceramic finds not published by B. Sultov (relief appliqués, handles of paterae, 
medallions, votive tablets, terracottas, lamps) and on her personal observations as a participant in the 
excavations. The analysis of the forms of the vessels produced near Pavlikeni remains outside the scope 
of her research, and this leads to doubts related to the proposed chronology. In a recent publication, P. 
Vladkova states that the pottery kilns began to operate in the middle of the 2nd century (Владкова 2014, 
13), without adducing the reasons that made her change the chronology she had proposed.

The absence of chronological concretization in previous publications and the lack of a dependable 
context of the discovered ceramic finds at Pavlikeni have greatly hindered their precise dating. The 

Fig. 60. Plan of the excavated structures in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni with location of the kilns  
and the later villa complex (after Sultov 1985, fig. 4/1).
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Fig. 61. Discarded red slip products from the area of   the kilns in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni: 1. Plates, unidentifiable 
type; 2. Bowls, type I A; 3. Bowls, type VII; 4. Bowls, unidentifiable type; 5. Cups, type I B; 6. Cup, type II; 7. Cups, type IV;  

8 – 10. Cups, type VI; 11. Cups, unidentifiable type; 12. Jugs, type I (RHM-V. Tarnovo and HM-Pavlikeni).
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analysis and processing of all the ceramic material found at the site in Varbovski Livadi point out that 
there are no data on production in the period from the last quarter of the 2nd to the first half of the 3rd 
century. The production of the complex, in which almost entirely Eastern influences are recognised, 
rather points to a date in the 2nd century (up to 170-171 AD) (Ivanov 2019a, 25-27).

This is the proper place to recollect P. Vladkova’s assumption that the workshops near Pavlikeni 
functioned synchronously with those near Butovo (Владкова 2011, 111). Several moulds for lamps were 
adduced as an argument. In this case, however, it is rather experimenting on production, synchronous in 
time with the work of the workshop near Butovo. In fact, many specimens that represent exact parallels 
of the Butovo products originate from the site near Pavlikeni. This kind of ‘imports’ (# 168, 170, 179, 
240, 243, 314, 321, 331, 373, 440) is connected with the inhabitation of the complex during the next 
construction period, when it acquired the features of a villa with activity quite different from the pottery 
production. Given that each period is identified with its own fashion in the manufacture of products, 
the observed differences in the forms exclude the possibility that the two ceramic centres had functioned 
synchronously.

The well-dated direct parallels from the considered territory helped to build a relatively accurate 
chronological picture of how the production complex in Varbovski Livadi developed. Based on the data 
collected, it can be assumed that the production there began in the reign of Emperor Hadrian (118-136) 
or in the first years of the reign of Antoninus Pius (136-161) at the latest and went on without interruption 
until the invasion of the Costoboci in the early 170s AD. That the complex was seriously damaged in 
those years is evidenced by the already mentioned hoard of coins (Ivanov 2019a, 25-27). Devastations 
caused by the Costoboci’s raids have been recorded elsewhere in the region (Торбатов 2012, 263).

The ceramic production complex in the Varbovski Livadi site was probably founded by settlers of 
Eastern origin. Once settled in the area, they began to produce close imitations of the western sigillata. 
This is evidenced by the discovered fragment of the import form Dragendorff 36, probably used as a 
model in the production (Ivanov 2019a, 27, fig. 15).

Studies show that the decades-old production centre failed to gain a foothold in the market. One of 
the reasons for the low distribution of its products can be found in the work of competing workshops, 
for which so far there is only indirect data. The largest number of red slip vessels reached the city centre 
Nicopolis ad Istrum, followed by the legionary camp Novae and other smaller settlement units, such as 
the one north of the Lomya River near Butovo, together with its synchronous necropolis in the Kalvaka 
site.

The analysis of the forms and their decoration testifies that the considered pottery workshop near 
Pavlikeni ranked among the earliest Roman complexes of such character discovered in the territory 
under study.

paVLIKenI

Data on the presence of a pottery workshop on the territory of the modern town of Pavlikeni (map 
2/6) have been known to the researchers since the middle of the 20th century. For the first time in 1959, B. 
Sultov conducted rescue excavations in the northwestern part of the town (3 Vasil Nedkov Str.), where he 
discovered various finds from the Roman era. According to him, pottery was manufactured in this place 
in the 2nd – 3rd century AD (Sultov 1962b, 7-15).

In 2015-2016, during repair works of the water supply and sewerage network in Pavlikeni, the 
existence of places with pottery firing kilns and foundations of workshops (?) was established. Six or 
seven kilns (fig. 62), trash pits and walls built of mud-bound quarry stones were recorded at 19 Vasil 
Nedkov Street. All facilities for firing pottery products are of the two-chamber type and dug into the 
sterile layer. The walls are also dug into the solid ground and are probably part of a workshop. A large 
amount of red slip and ordinary gray-black pottery shards comes from the pits. Three kilns located at 13-
15 Dunav Street were also excavated (Чакъров et al. 2016, 488-491; Чакъров 2017, 502-506; Chakarov 
2017, 50-52).

The slip ware production at this place is evidenced by discovered wasters (fig. 63) as well as several 
lamp moulds (Чакъров 2017, 502-506). Bowls, jugs, table amphorae with twisted handles and pots can 
also be recognised among the archaeological finds; most probably, they were also manufactured in the 
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ceramic centre. The ware fabric is clay without 
inclusions; and orange or orange-red in colour. 
The coating is orange-red or red-brown slip.

The closest parallels of the recorded ceramic 
fragments are found in the products from the 
pottery centre near Butovo, where similar vessels 
are dated to the end of the 2nd – first half of the 3rd 
century AD. These data show that the production 
complexes located in the immediate vicinity 
(at a distance of 9 km from each other) existed 
simultaneously and were probably competitors in 
supplying the local market.

KashLata sIte, hotnItsa VILLaGe, 
VeLIKo taRnoVo MUnICIpaLItY

The remains of dozens of archaeological 
structures dating from the Neolithic to the Late 
Middle Ages have been survived in the land of 
Hotnitsa (map 2/7). Among them, the ruins of 
a ceramic production complex from the Roman 
period are listed. The centre is located 4.5 km from 
the present-day village and 350 m southwest of 
the karst spring in the Kaya Bunar locality (Sultov 
1985, 18-19). In a later study, V. Ilcheva reported 
that the site was located on the left bank of the 
Bohot River in the Kashlata locality (Илчева 
2006, 15-16) and not in Kaya Bunar, as Sultov had 
previously stated. (Султов 1969, 12; Sultov 1985, 
18-19).
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Fig. 63. Wasters (cups, type XV) from the area of   the kilns in 
Pavlikeni (after Чакъров et al. 2016, 490, fig. 3).
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Between 1965 and 1968, about 20 kilns for firing household pottery and a building, interpreted as a 
workshop, were excavated in the Kashlata locality (fig. 64). It is a three-part structure with a rectangular 
plan and mud-bound foundations of quarry stones. A kiln dug into the sterile layer, a mould for relief 
decoration, numerous fragments and completely preserved vessels were found in the premises of the 
building (Sultov 1985, 19).

The production of the centre is dominated by ordinary pottery with gray-black surface, while the 
slip ware is poorly represented. Evidence for the production of slip ware is provided by several vessels 
deformed before firing. These are plates (Type V, # 24), bowls (Type III, # 82 – 83; Type XV, # 113 – 115), 
cups (Type V, # 221; Type XIII, # 270), ‘table’ amphorae (Type II, # 327) and kraters (# 430 – 432). They 
are made of brown clay without inclusions and coated with low-quality light brown slip. The decoration 
is represented by simple incised lines, roughly applied rouletting and relief appliquéd images.

The initial chronological interpretation of B. Sultov on the existence of the complex refers to the time 
from the beginning of the 2nd to the middle of the 4th century AD. According to him, the production of 
ordinary pottery near Hotnitsa started in the first half of the 2nd century and that of the slip ware in the 
second half of the same century (Султов 1969, 21). In a later publication, Sultov announced that the 
production of pottery in the ceramic centre in question should be placed in the 2nd – first half of the 3rd 
century. He based his opinion on four bronze coins from the 2nd – 3rd century and a fibula from the end 
of 1st to the beginning of 2nd century yielded by the excavations (Sultov 1985, 21).

Some of the slipped vessels imitate the shapes of the products from the centre in Varbovski Livadi 
near Pavlikeni, which functioned in the second or third quarter of the 2nd century. According to the 
comparative analysis made above, the fine ware production near Hotnitsa can be generally dated to the 
second quarter / second half of the 2nd century AD or a little later (?).

nICopoLIs aD IstRUM

The remains of the Roman and Late Antique city of Nicopolis ad Istrum are 3 km southeast of the 
village of Nikyup (map 2/8). It was founded by Emperor Trajan in honour of his victory over the Dacians 
in 106 AD. In the second quarter of the 5th century, the city was burned down by the Huns (Poulter 1995, 
34). Subsequently, an early Byzantine fortress, which is of significantly smaller area than that of the city, 

Fig. 64. Plan of the revealed workshop with location of the kilns in the Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region  
(after Sultov 1985, fig. 2/1).
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was attached to the southern city wall. 
The fortification was finally destroyed 
during the military campaign of Avars 
and Slavs in the late 570s or early 580s 
AD (Poulter 1999, 207).

A pottery production centre 
was uncovered 200 m north of the 
northern city wall of Nicopolis ad 
Istrum. No archaeological excavations 
have been undertaken on the site and 
the data at our disposal have been 
collected during field and geophysical 
surveys.

According to B. Sultov, the remains 
of kilns and numerous sherds of red slip and ordinary gray-black pottery were seen in the area of   the 
gorge near the ‘former fishpond’. Fragments of a tray (Type I, # 164), a krater with appliqué decoration (# 
429), several lamps and the upper part of a mould for making three-wick lamps originate from the place 
(fig. 65). Moulds found near Butovo, where they are dated to the 3rd century AD (Sultov 1985, 18), offer 
a close parallel to the mould mentioned above. 

In 1991, a geophysical survey was carried out at the site with the kilns. 21 magnetic anomalies were 
localised, which according to R. Falkner represent prospective pottery firing kilns. In these surveys, 
several fragments of discarded slip bowls were also found, indisputable evidence of local fine ceramic 
production (Falkner 1999, 108-112).

asaR DeRe, pLIsKa natIonaL hIstoRICaL anD aRChaeoLoGICaL ReseRVe (?)

In the northwestern part of the territory of the medieval city of Pliska (map 2/9), surrounded by a 
moat and embankment, are the remains of a household pottery kiln from the Roman era. It is located 4 
km north of the modern town of Pliska, on the left bank of the Asar Dere. It was recorded in 2010 during 
field archaeological surveys (Георгиев et al. 2011, 542).

Only the lower combustion chamber of the kiln has survived. It is dug into the solid terrain and 
belongs to the type of kilns with rectangular chamber and a central supporting pillar. A large amount of 
fragmented slip and ordinary pottery was found in the pre-kiln space, together with various objects and 
coins from the end of the 1st to the beginning of the 2nd century AD. Three diggings were found in the 
eastern part of the pre-kiln space. According to the researchers St. Stoychev and St. Ivanov, before the 
kiln was constructed on the site, there was a large digging that served for purifying the clay. Based on the 
archaeological material, they date the facility to the first quarter of the 2nd century (Стойчев, Иванов 
2014, 463-465; Стойчев, Иванов 2016, 503-505).

Among the ceramic material, shapes of plates, bowls, cups, krateroid vessels and amphorae are 
distinguished. They are decorated with incised lines, rouletting and stamping. The wares are made of 
clay without inclusions with orange-red colour after firing. The coating is brown slip (Иванов, Стойчев 
2013, 153-169). Of the red slip wares from the centres in the studied area, the fine ceramics from Asar 
Dere is closest to that from the production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni, which existed in 
the second – third quarter of the 2nd century AD.

Despite the documented quantity of fragmented ceramics, the lack of discarded production does not 
allow to state definitely that red slip production existed on the site.

KaZan CheIR LoCaLItY, KaRaVeLoVo VILLaGe, nIKoLa KoZLeVo MUnICIpaLItY

The production complex near Karavelovo, Shumen Province (map 2/10) was partially researched 
in the 1970s; it is a significant ceramic centre from the Roman era. In the specialised studies, the site is 
known as a household pottery centre near the village of Pet Mogili, but according to the administrative 
division it falls within the territory of Karavelovo. It was discovered by chance during construction works 
at about 2.5 km north of the village; it is located on a slope facing north, in the   Kazan Cheir site. Nearby 

Fig. 65. Ceramic mould and lamps from the area of   the alleged production 
complex north of Nicopolis ad Istrum (RHM-V. Tarnovo).
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are two settlement units synchronous in time, a villa and a vicus (?), which, according to the initial data, 
existed in the 2nd – 4th centuries AD (Стойчев 2014, 606-607).

As a result of the first rescue and subsequent regular archaeological excavations, the remains of 11 
kilns for firing household pottery (fig. 66), a large number of whole vessels, fragments and wasters (fig. 
67) were discovered. Until recently, the recorded structures and materials yielded by the research of 
the ceramic centre were known only from the brief information in the annual archaeological reports 
(Антонова, Атанасов 1977, 79; Атанасов 1978, 89-90; Атанасов 1979, 85) and a preliminary 
announcement (Антонова, Атанасов 1979, 28-31).

According to the research data, two types of products were manufactured in the complex: red slip ware 
(90%) and coarse gray-black pottery (10%). Household ware is divided into table, kitchen and storage. 
The table red slip forms comprise plates (Type XIII, # 50 – 53), bowls (Type XVI, # 122 – 130; Type XVII, 
# 141 – 144; Type XVIII, # 146 – 149), cups (Type IX, # 236 – 237; Type X, # 245 – 246, 254; Type XIII, # 
271 – 273; Type XVII, # 284), jugs (Type VII, # 309, 315), stoppers (# 324 – 325), ‘table’ amphorae (Type IV, 
# 332 – 340). The kitchen ware is represented by strainers (Type II, # 355 – 357), the storage ware by pots 
(Type III, # 374; Type IV, # 375 –383; Type V, # 384 – 385).

The clay used for the fine ware is mixed with fine fireclay particles and has orange or light brown 
colour of the surface after firing. The coating is orange-red and dark brown slip. The decoration is 
represented only by incised lines.

Several assumptions about the chronology of the ceramic production in the considered centre near 
Karavelovo are known from the scholarly literature. The first interpretation was made by the researchers 
of the site V. Antonova and G. Atanasov. In their view, the production complex functioned generally 
from the 2nd to the 4th century (Атанасов 1978, 90; Антонова, Атанасов 1979, 30). Subsequently, G. 
Atanasov continued the excavations alone and assumed that the ceramic centre existed from the 2nd to 
the 3rd century (Атанасов 1979, 85). In one of his publications on the archaeological sites in the vicinity 
of Karavelovo and Pet Mogili, St. Stoychev expresses the opinion that the household pottery kilns worked 
in the 2nd – 4th century (Стойчев 2014, 606). Another attempt for chronological interpretation belongs to 
A. Harizanov, who believes that the ceramic production started in the 2nd century and persisted until the 
end of the 3rd / first quarter of the 4th century (Харизанов 2015, 33).

From the data published so far, it is clear that the kilns operated in the 2nd – 4th centuries AD, but 
the lack of analysis on the ceramic material leads to unconvincing opinions about the chronology of the 
ceramic production. The results of the present study clearly point to a period spanning from the end of 
the 2nd or the very beginning of the 3rd century to the middle of the same century. Two coins found in the 

Fig. 66. Part of the discovered kilns in Kazan Cheir site near Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality  
(after Антонова, Атанасов 1979, fig. 1/B, with additions by the author).
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pre-kiln pit of kiln # 8 contribute to the dating of the site. One of the two bears the image of Emperor 
Caracalla (211-217), and the other is a provincial bronze coin of Caracalla and Julia Domna issued in 
the mint of Marcianopolis (Ivanov 2019b, 267-284). The numismatic data from the region show that in 
the indicated period the complex near Karavelovo worked actively, probably until the reign of Philip I 
(244-249) (Върбанов 2017).

The ceramic production complex near Karavelovo was probably set up by the population inhabiting 
the two synchronously existing settlements located in the immediate vicinity. The materials found in the 
villa point to a most active life in the 3rd century AD (Антонова, Атанасов 1979, 28).

Due to the lack of sufficiently published synchronous ceramic complexes in the area, we do not 

Fig. 67. Discarded red slip pottery from the area of   the kilns in Kazan Cheir site near Karavelovo: 1. Bowls, type XVII; 2. Bowls, 
type XVIII; 3 – Cups, type X B; 4 – 7. “Table” amphorae, type IV; 8. Mould used to make bowls (?) (Ivanov 2019b, 270, fig. 3).
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currently have specific data on the distribution of the red slip products from this workshop. Exact 
parallels originate only from the sites near the villages of Madara and Han Krum, which indicates that its 
distribution did not cover a wide range.

The ethnicity of the inhabitants is evidenced only by the nearby necropolis of 6 mounds, generally 
dated to the second half of the 2nd – first quarter of the 3rd c. AD (Атанасов 1994, 45). On the other hand, 
considering the formal features or decoration of the vessels, it is difficult to determine the origin of the 
producers, as both Eastern and Western influences can be observed among them.

DURostoRUM – ostRoV

The settlement known as vicus Gavidina (?) is located about 3 km east of the legionary camp of 
Durostorum near the present-day town of Silistra and 5 km west of the village of Ostrov (map 2/11) within 
the Republic of Romania (fig. 68/C). The area where Roman-era materials are found is approximately 24 
ha. Separate structures of the settlement have been discovered, among which are a bath from the 2nd – 
3rd century, a horreum (?), a necropolis from the 2nd century (Boyanov 2010, 53-54) and 19 pottery kilns 
(Muşeţeanu et al. 1998-2000). The kilns are located on the banks of the Danube and are facilities for 
firing fine and coarse ceramics (Muşeţeanu 2003).

For most of the examples presented so far, it is difficult to guess which ones were produced in the 
local pottery centre and which were imported from other places. The local production is evidenced by 
moulds for rectangular trays, paterae, terracottas (Rusu-Bolindeţ et al. 2018, 284-285) and discarded 
deformed cups belonging to types I, XIII and jugs of type I (fig. 69). Regarding the rest of the material 
found, we can assume that it was imported from Butovo and other provincial workshops (Rusu-Bolindeţ 
et al. 2018, 298-302). A similar situation is observed in other places in Lower Moesia and Dacia, where 
products from the large workshops near Nicopolis ad Istrum were exported to synchronously operating 
production complexes, with the imports exerting strong influence.

Mainly Eastern influences are distinguished in the production of Durostorum – Ostrov. According to 
C. Muşeţeanu, some of the kilns operated from the beginning of the 2nd to the middle of the 3rd century AD, 
and the rest of the facilities continued their activity until the 370s (Muşeţeanu 2003, 131-137). In a recently 
published summary study on this complex, A. Băltăc also assumes that the operation of the kilns related to 

Fig. 68. Plan of Durostorum; A. Military camp; В. Canabae; С. vicus with production complex;  
D. Territory of the early Byzantine fortress (after Иванов и др. 2006). 
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the 2nd – 4th centuries (Băltăc 2018, 
211-223). Despite the opinions 
expressed, the published wares 
with slip coating rather point to a 
period from the second half / end 
of the 2nd to the first half of the 3rd 
century AD, with quite accurately 
dated parallels from the province of 
Lower Moesia.

From what has been said so 
far, it is clear that the workshop 
near the village of Ostrov was a 
significant production complex, 
but for some red slip samples there 
is no reliable evidence of their being 
manufactured on the site.

MaRCIanopoLIs

The remains of the significant 
Roman and Late Antique urban 
centre of Marcianopolis lie under 
the Devnya River residential quarter 
of the modern town of Devnya 
(map 2/12). It was founded by 
Emperor Trajan (98-117) after the 
end of the Second Dacian War (106 
AD). The city was burned down 
by the Goths and the Carpi in 250. 
In the new administrative division 
in the late 3rd – early 4th century, 
Marcianopolis was declared the 
capital of the province of Moesia 
Secunda. According to available 
archaeological information, it was 
severely damaged by a raid of the 
Huns in 447. The city walls were 
rebuilt only in the reign of Emperor 
Justinian (527-565). Marcianopolis 
was finally destroyed and 
abandoned in 614-615, as a result of an attack by Avars and Slavs (Ангелов 1999, 8-9).

The confines of the ancient city yield a lot of archaeological evidence of fine ware production. The first 
researchers to suggest the existence of a local ceramic workshop in Marcianopolis were M. Mirchev and 
G. Toncheva (Мирчев, Тончева 1956, 73). These assertions were supported by about twenty whole and 
fragmented lamps accidentally found in 1975. The bottoms of some of the preserved examples bore the 
manufacturer’s stamp, i.e. a two-line inscription in Greek, Αγαϑόποδος. In shape, the lamps belong to the 
Attic type and are generally related to the 3rd century AD (Минчев 1977, 166).

According to A. Minchev, Agathopous, a producer of evidently Greek origin had a workshop in 
Marcianopolis whose products were successfully offered on the local market. A. Minchev reasonably 
dates the lamps to the first half of the 3rd century AD (Минчев 1977, 169). The production of fine ware 
in Marcianopolis is also confirmed by the later discovered pottery kilns and a model for lamps (Minčev, 
Georgiev 1991, 223-244; Ангелов 1999, 32).

Fig. 69. Discarded red slip pottery from the area of   the kilns  
near Durostorum-Ostrov: 1 – 2. Bowls, type III; 3. Cups, late variety of type I;  

4 – 7. Cups, type XIII; 8. Jugs, type I (after Rusu-Bolindeţ et al. 2018, 285-288).
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Cape sVetI atanas, toWn oF BYaLa

Cape Sveti Atanas (St. Athanasius) is a headland on the western Black Sea coast, near the modern 
town of Byala, Varna Province (map 2/13). A 5th – 6th century fortress is located on the cape. According 
to data of the archaeological researches, there was an earlier pottery production complex under the Late 
Antique structures (Йотов, Минчев 2015, 290).

To the south of the early Christian complex, a kiln for firing red slip ware was recorded in 2014. 
Discarded (fig. 70) and fully preserved vessels (fig. 71) as well as a large amount of sherds of plates, bowls, 
‘table’ amphorae and pots was found in the combustion chamber. Taking into account the stratigraphic 
position, the researchers of the site V. Yotov and A. Minchev date the kiln to the 3rd – the beginning of the 
4th c. AD (Йотов, Минчев 2015, 290). The comparative analysis of the forms and the information of the 
numismatic material allowed a more accurate dating of the production near Byala to the first half of the 
3rd century (Иванов 2019, 222-238).

Fig. 70. Discarded red slip products from the pottery kiln at Cape St. Atanas near the town of Byala: 1 – Bowls, type II;  
2 – “Table” amphorae, type IV (after Иванов 2019, 231, fig. 1-2).
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hIstRIa

The ancient city is located on the shores of Lake Sinaia, east of the modern village of Istria in the 
Republic of Romania (map 2/14). Histria was founded by colonists from Miletus in the middle of the 
7th century BC and is one of the earliest Greek West Pontic cities. In the Principate, the city flourished 
but its upward development was interrupted in the middle of the 3rd century AD by one of the Gothic 
raids. Subsequently, life in Histria was restored; the city, however, forever lost its former appearance as a 
significant economic and cultural centre (Condurachi 1954, 3-62; Suceveanu 1990, 233-264; Торбатов 
2002, 174).

Fig. 71. Red slip bowls, type XIX from the complex at Cape St. Atanas near the town of Byala (after Иванов 2019, 232, fig. 3-4).

Fig. 72. General plan of Histria with the location of the excavated pottery kilns: 1. Sector Sg; 2. Sector Z;  
3. Sector Basilica extra muros; 4. Large Late Roman gate; 5. Sector T; 6. Site P (after Suceveanu 2007, fig. 1; 

after Iliescu, Botiş 2018, 194, fig. 1).
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Several structures related to the pottery production in the Roman era have been recorded in the region 
of Istria (fig. 72) (Iliescu, Botiş 2018, 193-209). The first is a kiln for fine ware firing. It was discovered 
during archaeological excavations, under one of the towers at the main gate of the Late Antique city. It is 
dated to the first half of the 2nd century AD with coins from the time of Trajan, Hadrian and Faustina the 
Elder (Canarache, Dimitriu 1954, 171; Suceveanu 1967, 253). Another terracotta kiln and workshop were 
excavated 1 km northwest of the Late antique city gate, in the area of   the old fishpond (Iliescu, Botiş 2018, 
193-206, fig. 1-2, 10). According to Al. Suceveanu, the workshop generally dates back to the 2nd century 
(Suceveanu 1967, 243-268). It has recently been reported that probably ceramic lamps were also made in 
the mentioned places (Rusu-Bolindeţ 2010, 408-409).

According to the current archaeological information, the workshops near Histria are the easternmost 
point with reliable data on local fine ware production in the 2nd – 3rd century AD.
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ConCLUsIon

Based both on observations of places with production activity and analysis of the ceramic forms and 
decoration, some conclusions can be drawn about the development of the red slip ware production and 
the ethnocultural influences on the luxury ceramics manufactured in the area between the Danube and 
the Balkan Mountain Range in the 2nd – 3rd centuries AD.

periodization and characteristics
On the ground of well-dated complexes, two periods in the development of pottery production can 

be distinguished. The first covers the time from the first decades of the 2nd century AD to the 170s AD. 
Workshops appeared in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni, in Hotnitsa, Pliska and Histria. Among them, 
those in the urban area of   Nicopolis ad Istrum stand out.

The period is characterised by high quality performance in shaping the vessels and the application 
of a dense slip coating in orange-red, red, orange-brown or red-brown. An exception is part of the 
production of the kilns at Hotnitsa, where on some specimens the use of diluted brown slip is observed. 
Forms with eastern influences are typical, but there are also imitations of the western sigillata. The 
wares are richly decorated with stamped, barbotine and rouletted patterns. The impressions with planta 
pedis predominate, while those with vegetal and geometric ornaments are less common. The barbotine 
decoration on the vessels is presented mainly with ivy leaves and scrolls. The bands of rouletted motifs are 
typical for the complexes near Pavlikeni and Hotnitsa. Applied images of deities and mythical creatures 
are often observed.

The upper chronological framework of the period is marked by the years related to the invasion of 
the Costoboci in 170/171 AD. Reliable data on the devastation that occurred as a result of the barbarian 
attack are available only from the site near Pavlikeni. Regarding the other places with pottery kilns, it is 
only known that by the end of the 2nd century, they were no longer in operation.

The second period generally begins in the last quarter of the 2nd and ends in the middle / third quarter 
of the 3rd century AD. It is featured by the establishment of a number of production complexes in Mezdra, 
Suhache, Butovo, Pavlikeni, Nicopolis ad Istrum, Karavelovo, Durostorum – Ostrov, Marcianopolis and 
Byala, among which the ceramic centre near Butovo stands out. The Butovo workshop, together with 
the one near Mezdra, produced the highest quality red slip ceramics for the period. The clay used in 
them is well purified, and the slip coating is dense, of red colour and varying shades of orange or brown. 
Regarding the production of the other workshops in the considered territory, especially in its eastern 
half, pottery of reduced quality is observed. The inclusion of fine-grained sand particles in the clay 
is noticeable. Even fireclay was added to the fabric composition of the products from Karavelovo. In 
addition, the use of diluted slip with poor coverage should be mentioned.

Some of the forms typical for the period imitate specimens of Eastern sigillata. Others, however, 
have unique formal features, evidence of the already created ‘Lower Moesian style’. The great variety in 
the decoration of the red slip vessels is also apparent. The trays with relief decoration from Butovo are 
richly embellished with vegetal, animal and human images, geometric motifs, mythical creatures, deities 
and their attributes. Similar ornamentation is found in the applied images, mostly on the kraters. With 
the rest of the decoration on the products from Butovo and Mezdra, the barbotine style is favoured. 
Vine twigs with grapes, ivy leaves, spirals and commas occur. The rouletted patterns are typical for the 
complexes near Mezdra, Butovo and Byala. The stamped decoration is favoured mainly in the western 
region complexes and more precisely in the workshop near Mezdra. It is worth noting that the unknown 
until then technique of painted decoration appeared in this workshop. On the other hand, the workshops 
near Karavelovo and Byala, located in the eastern part of the territory in question, produced mainly 
vessels with incised decoration.

The Lower Moesian production was on a mass-scale and is observed far beyond the territory of 
the province. It reaches the lands north of the Danube, the province of Dacia and even the Northern 
Black Sea coast (map 17). However, its limited distribution to the areas south of the Balkan Range and 
the West Pontic coast is conspicuous. The almost complete absence of these products was established 
by the analysis of the available archaeological information and the red slip ware found in the province 
of Thracia. Probably one of the main reasons for the low popularity of Lower Moesian pottery in the 
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southern areas was the long high mountain range, which in ancient times was a too serious obstacle to 
overcome. On the other hand, in the 2nd – 3rd century AD the market of ceramic production in Thracia 
was fully satisfied both by the output of the time-tested local workshops and by the imports from the 
workshops of Western Asia Minor and the Eastern Mediterranean. The latter is especially true of the 
Black Sea coastal area, where a large amount of Pontic products, delivered directly by the merchant ships, 
is found in the large urban centres.

As a result of the barbarian invasion that lasted about three decades, the workshops in the interior of 
Lower Moesia functioned until the middle / third quarter of the 3rd century AD in general. The complexes 
near Butovo and Karavelovo existed until the reign of Philip I (244-249). The workshops near Mezdra, 
Pavlikeni and Marcianopolis are known to have survived until the reign of Emperor Trajan Decius (249-
251). At that time the other pottery workshops in the region also ceased to operate.

In the following years and centuries (until the end of the 6th – beginning of the 7th c.), the population 
of the area between the Danube and the Balkan used the red slip production of nearby or distant pottery 
centres located within the Roman Empire. The most distinguished among them were the North African 
and Asia Minor workshops, whose products in Late Antiquity abounded in the West Pontic and Danube 
settlements.

ethnocultural identification
In the course of the research, some conclusions were made regarding the ethnocultural identification of 

the potters who worked in the production centres between the Danube and the Balkan Mnts in the 2nd – 3rd 
century AD. The provincial production complexes appeared in an area with no traditions in manufacturing 
slipped pottery. The earlier opinion that the main bearers of the red slip tradition were migrants of Eastern 
origin was confirmed. The prevailing influences of the Eastern sigillata on the pottery from the production 
complexes near Nicopolis ad Istrum also support this assumption. The presence of such population, 
probably of Asia Minor origin, is evidenced by a number of epigraphic monuments found in the area.

The lack of specific data from other areas currently makes it impossible for the potters in the other 
workshops to be ethnically identified. Judging by the formal features or decoration on the vessels, 
it is difficult to determine the origin of the producers. The observed mixing of influences obviously 
contributed significantly to the emergence of a local Lower Moesian style in the appearance of the pottery. 

Map 17. Distribution of the Lower Moesian red slip ware in the 2nd – 3rd c. AD.
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Despite the above, the Thracian element in the red slip ware production should not be excluded. It is 
possible in some period the local Thracians to have mastered the technique in question and successfully 
offered their products on the provincial market. 

***
The remoteness of the Lower Danube territories of the empire from the developed ceramic centres 

of the Italic Peninsula, Gaul, Pannonia and North Africa along with the growing demand for luxury 
wares by the population can be cited as major factors in establishing a number of local workshops in 
the 2nd – 3rd century AD. They appeared in different periods and did not always exist synchronously in 
time. If Thracia and Lower Moesia, saw the start of the production of red slip ware in the years after the 
beginning of the 2nd century, in the provinces of Dacia and Upper Moesia saw the start of the situation 
was different. According to the latest data, the pottery production to the north of the Lower Danube was 
most active in the reign of the emperors of the Severan dynasty (late 2nd c. – 230 AD) (Rusu-Bolindeţ 
2014, 172; Rusu-Bolindeţ 2016, 379 -409), and those at the complexes in Viminacium and Margum – 
from the middle of the 2nd to the beginning of the 3rd century AD (Cvjetićanin 2010, 14). Another feature 
of the Dacian and Upper Moesian pottery is the exceptional western influence it experienced, while the 
one made in Lower Moesia and Thrace in most cases mimicked the Eastern forms. This is clearly seen in 
the fully published ceramic complexes, both north and south of Haemus (Sultov 1985; Кабакчиева 1986; 
Игнатов 1996, 71-124; Suceveanu 2000; Muşeţeanu 2003; Игнатов, Велков 2009, 106-129; Alexandrova 
2013, 17-108; Стоянов et al. 2016, 315-360; Ivanov 2019a, 1-31; Ivanov 2019b, 267-284).

The analysis of the forms and decoration contributed to a relatively clear chronological picture of 
the development of red slip ware in the Roman era between the Danube and the Balkan, which was 
the purpose of the dissertation. Undoubtedly, in the clay-rich region, other production complexes also 
existed synchronously, but the places with kilns have not been yet precisely located. Their discovery is a 
task and goal of the upcoming archaeological research which would significantly expand our knowledge 
of the production and use of Roman luxury pottery in the area.
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pLates
pLates tYpe I
1. Plate. Conical shape, flat close-to-bottom part. Mouth rim strongly everted, broad 
incised line on the upper surface. Inside, on walls and bottom, bands of rouletted 
decoration. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions:1 md 30.0 cm; h 5.3 cm; bd 11.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXIV/215, near kiln # 35. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
publications: Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXVI/4; Ivanov 2019a, 5, fig. 3/1. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # A-TOM 1476

2. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 1. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 32.0 cm; h (preserved) 4.5 cm.  
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
Unpublished. 
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni depots, without inv. #

3. Plate. Similar to # 1. Inside, on the bottom, band of rouletting. Orange clay without 
inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.0 cm; h 3.8 cm; bd 8.0 cm.  
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/156. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
publications: Кабакчиева 1983, 2-3, fig. 3; Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXVI/6; Kabakčieva et 
al. 1988, 8, # 6; Ivanov 2019а, 5, fig. 3/2. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1873

4. Plate. Similar to # 1. Inside, on the bottom, band of rouletting. Orange clay without 
inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.7 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 9.2 cm.  
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, near kiln # 1. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
Unpublished. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1131

5. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 1. Inside, on the flat bottom, three plantae pedis stamps. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: bd 7.6 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 5, fig. 3/3. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2060

1The following abbreviations are used throughout the catalogue: md = mouth diameter; h = height; bd = bottom diameter.
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6. Plate. Similar to # 1. Mouth rim highly everted and curved downwards, incised line 
on the upper surface. Bands of rouletted decoration inside on bottom. Ring-footed. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 cm; h 3.8 cm; bd 8.6 cm.  
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/136. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 9, # 10. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1474

pLates tYpe II
7. Plate. Flattened spheroid body. Solid mouth rim strongly everted and curved 
downwards. On the upper mouth surface, barbotine ‘commas’. Ring-footed. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.  
Dimensions: md 31.0 cm; h 6.0 cm; bd 10.7 cm.  
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 5, fig. 3/4. 
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

8. Plate, fragment. Stylised vegetal ornaments in barbotine technique on the upper 
mouth surface. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 32.0 cm; h 5.0 cm (preserved). 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
Unpublished. 
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

9. Plate. Similar to # 7. Five barbotine ‘commas’ on the upper mouth surface. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 15.3 cm; h 3.0 cm; bd 6.3 cm.  
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
Unpublished. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1475

10. Plate. Similar to # 7. Four barbotine ‘commas’ on the upper mouth surface. 
Inside, on the bottom plantae pedis and incised concentric circle. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.0 cm; h 3.5 cm; bd 7.3 cm.  
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979. 
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni. 
publications: Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXVI/5; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 9, # 11; Ivanov 
2019а, 5, fig. 3/6. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2056
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11. Plate. Similar to # 7. Four ‘commas’ in barbotine technique on the upper surface of the 
mouth. Flat bottom with bands of rouletting decoration on the inside. Orange clay with-
out inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 18.5 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 9, # 13; Ivanov 2019а, 5, fig. 3/7.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1971

12. Plate. Similar to # 7. Five ‘commas’ in barbotine technique on the upper mouth sur-
face. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 18.5 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 9, # 15.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1871

13. Plate. Similar to # 7. Flat bottom with two plantae pedis stamps and band of roulette 
decoration on the inner surface. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 19.7 cm; h 3.2 cm; bd 7.6 cm.
Findspot: mound necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 161, fig. XXVII/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 9, # 12.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2055

14. Plate, fragment. Similar to previous. Vegetal ornaments in barbotine technique on the 
upper mouth surface. Secondarily blackened due to smoking out the grave pit. Orange 
clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 18.0 cm; h 4.2 cm; bd 8 cm.
Findspot: mound necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 2, from pit.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

15. Plate, fragment. Similar to previous. Vegetal barbotine ornaments on the upper mouth 
surface. Secondarily blackened due to smoking out the grave pit. Light brown clay without 
inclusions, brown slip.
Dimensions: md 18.0 cm; h (preserved) 3.0 cm.
Findspot: mound necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 2, from pit.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 
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pLates tYpe III
16. Plate. Hemispherical shape. Elaborately profiled mouth. Two decorative handles at-
tached just below the mouth. Rouletted decoration on the inner surface. Ring-footed. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 26.8 cm; h 6.5 cm; bd 10.4 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/156.
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 161, fig. XXVII/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 9-10, # 17; Ivanov 
2019а, 6, fig. 4/2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1872

pLates tYpe IV
17. Plate, fragment. Body with lower hemispherical (or nearly conical) and upper cylin-
drical part, separated by a pronounced carination. Mouth slightly everted. On the bottom, 
inside, bands of rouletted decoration. Just below the cylindrical part, wide horizontal 
incised line. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 18.0 cm; h 4.2 cm; bd 9.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 6, fig. 4/4.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

18. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 17. On the bottom, inside, bands of rouletting. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 18.7 cm; h 4.2 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 6, fig. 4/5.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

19. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 17. Inside, on the flat bottom part, bands of rouletting. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 20.5 cm; h 5.0 cm; bd 7.4 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/197, near kiln # 4.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXVI/1; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 8, # 1; Ivanov 2019а, 
6, fig. 4/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1870

20. Plate, fragment. Similar to previous. Inside on the flat bottom part decoration of rou-
letted bands. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 26.4 cm; h 5.4 cm; bd 10.7 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 6, fig. 4/7.
storage: ACC-Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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21. Plate. Similar to previous. Inside, on the flat bottom part, two plantae pedis stamps 
and two incised concentric circles. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 15.3 cm; h 3.6 cm; bd 6.2 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/15.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXVI/4; Ivanov 2019а, 8, fig. 5/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1521

22. Plate, fragment. Similar to previous. Inside, on the bottom, bands of rouletted deco-
ration and plantae pedis stamped in the centre. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-
brown slip.
Dimensions: md 16.7 cm; h 4.7 cm; bd 7.3 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 8, fig. 5/2.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

pLates tYpe V
23. Plate. Cylindrical-conical shape. Vertical mouth rim. Cylindrical part limited by carina-
tion on both sides. On the inner side of the bottom, rouletted decoration. On the outer  
surface, wide incised line. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 24.0 cm; h 6.0 cm; bd 10.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXVI/1; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 8, # 4; Ivanov 2019а, 
5, fig. 4/3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2065

 24. Plate. Similar to # 23. On the inner side of the bottom, roughly executed rouletted 
decoration. On the outer surface, below the mouth, incised line. Light brown clay without 
inclusions, brown slip of poor quality. 
Dimensions: md 17.5 cm; h 4.5 cm; bd 7.4 cm.
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/12, depth 0.40 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 8, # 2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1990

25. Plate. Similar to # 23. On the inner flat bottom part, plantae pedis enclosed by rou-
letted belt. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 25.5 cm; h 6.5 cm; bd 11.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1964, at the house of Todor Kanchev.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo (?) or another workshop in the area.
publications: Кабакчиева 1983, 4-5, fig. 7; Sultov 1985, 62, fig. XXVI/2; Kabakčieva et al. 
1988, 8, # 3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 813

 137 



pLates tYpe VI
26. Plate. Body in the shape of flattened sphere. Mouth rim thickened and highly everted. 
Relief edge on the inner wall surface. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions,  
orange-red to gray-black slip. 
Dimensions: md 27.0 cm; h 4.3 cm; bd 10.0 ccm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, 161, fig. XXVII/7; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 10, # 19.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2066

27. Plate, part of the body. Similar to # 26. Inside, on the bottom, bands of rouletting. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 24.5 cm; h 4.4 cm; bd 14.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007; trench III/7.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

28. Plate, part of the body. Similar to # 26. Inside, on the bottom, bands of rouletting and 
a graffito resembling the letter B. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 30.0 cm; h 5.0 cm; bd 17.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007; trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

29. Plate. Similar to # 26. Inside, on the bottom, bands of rouletting. Orange clay without 
inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 34.0 cm; h 5.4 cm; bd 16.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

30. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 26. On the upper flat mouth surface, stamped rosettes 
radially set. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 36.0 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 23.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014; building Г in layer dated with coins from the time of 
Septimius Severus (193-211) to Claudius II (268-270).
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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pLates tYpe VII
31. Plate, fragment. Conical body shape. Elaborately profiled mouth rim highly everted. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 27.5 cm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

32. Plate. Similar to # 31. Walls more bevelled at the upper part. Ring-footed. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-red to gray-black slip. 
Dimensions: md 32.5 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 15.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, 162, fig. XXVIII/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo

pLates tYpe VIII
33. Plate, fragment. Conical shape. Mouth rim highly everted. Walls more bevelled at the 
upper part. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.0 сm; h 5.0 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

34. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 33. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 31.0 сm; h (preserved) 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011; trench III/11.
Date: first – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

35. Plate, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip.
Dimensions: md 32.0 сm; h 4.6 сm; bd 11.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2006; trench III/7.
Date: second – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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36. Plate, part of the body. Similar to previous. On the upper mouth surface, incised line. 
Inside, on the bottom, bands of rouletting. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 31.0 сm; h 5.0 сm; bd 12.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

pLates tYpe IX
37. Plate. Conical body shape. Walls more bevelled at the upper part. Ring-footed.  
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 28.5 cm; h 4.5 cm; bd 18.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1964; at the house of T. Kanchev.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, 162, fig. XXVIII/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 10, # 21. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 814

38. Plate, fragments. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 32.0 сm; h 4.5 сm; bd 22.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

39. Plate, fragment. Similar to previous. Light brown-pink-tinged clay without impurities, 
orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.0 сm; h 3.0 сm; bd 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

40. Plate, bottom fragments. Similar to previous. Inside, on the bottom, bands of roulett-
ing and radially set stamped vegetal ornaments. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-
red slip.
Dimensions: h (preserved) 3.0 сm; bd 16.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, fig. XXI/4.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

pLates tYpe X
41. Plate, fragment. Conical body shape. Inside, just below the mouth, incised line; on the 
walls, relief edge. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.5 cm; h 4.5 сm; bd 9.7 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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pLates tYpe XI
42. Plate. Conical body shape. Inverted mouth rim. Flat bottom. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 сm; h 6.0 сm; bd 17.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, 162, fig. XXVIII/6.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

43. Plate, part of the body. Similar to # 42. Inside, on the bottom, rouletted decoration. 
Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 25.0 cm; h 4.8 cm; bd 18.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
publications: Иванова 2014, 35, fig. 2/1.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

44. Plate. Similar to # 42. Inside, on the bottom, rouletted decoration and floral motif ap-
plied with finger. Convex bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 26.0 сm; h 4.8 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
publications: Иванова 2014, 35, fig. 2/1.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

45. Plate, part of the body. Similar to # 42. Inside, on the bottom, rouletted decoration. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 12.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

46. Plate, part of the body. Similar to # 42. Inside, on the bottom, rouletted decoration 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 23.0 cm; h 4.5 cm; bd 14.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

47. Plate, bottom fragment. Similar to # 42. Inside, on the bottom, rouletted decoration 
and part of floral motif applied on the slip with finger. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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pLates tYpe XII
48. Plate, part of the body. Conical shape. Mouth rim slightly everted and curved down-
wards. Inside, on the bottom, incised concentric circles and radially set oblique hatches. 
Concave bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 17.0 сm; h 3.5 сm; bd 11.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

49. Plate, bottom fragment. Similar to previous. Inside, on the bottom, incised concentric 
circles and radially set oblique hatches. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

pLates tYpe XIII
50. Plate, fragment. Conical (slightly convex) body shape. Thickened elaborately profiled 
mouth rim with slight grooving on outer surface. Orange clay with inclusions of fireclay, 
red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 cm; h (preserved) 4.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site near Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality.
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 272, fig. 4/1.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. # 

51. Plate, part of the body. Similar to # 50. Orange clay with inclusions of fireclay, or-
ange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 cm; h (preserved) 4.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976, sq. 6.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
Findspot: production complex in Kazan Cheir near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality.
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 272, fig. 4/2.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. # 

52. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 50. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
Findspot: production complex in Kazan Cheir near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality.
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 272, fig. 4/3.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. # 

53. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 50. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976, sq. 6.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
Findspot: production complex in Kazan Cheir near Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality.
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 272, fig. 4/4.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. # 
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pLates tYpe XIV
54. Plate. Hemispherical shape. Thickened everted mouth rim. Ring-footed. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 15.0 сm; h 4.5 сm; bd 6.4 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

55. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 54. Inside, on the bottom, one relief concentric circle. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.0 сm; h 3.5 сm; bd 12.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

56. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 54. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.5 сm; h (preserved) 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

pLates tYpe XV
57. Plate, fragment. Cylindrical-conical shape. Vertical mouth rim. Orange clay without 
inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 23.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov, trench III/12.
Date: first – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

58. Plate, fragment. Similar to # 57. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: md 17.0 сm; h (preserved) 6.5 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

BoWLs
BoWLs tYpe I
59. Bowl. Hemispherical shape. Mouth rim highly everted and curved downwars. On the 
upper mouth part, four barbotine ‘commas’. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 8.5 сm; h 3.4 сm; bd 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 33.
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60. Bowl. Similar to # 59. On the upper mouth surface, rouletted decoration. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h 3.8 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

61. Bowl. Similar to # 59. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: md 9.3 сm; h 4.0 сm; bd 3.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/138.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

62. Bowl. Similar to # 59. Orange clay without inclusions, pale red slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.1 сm; h 3.8 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/216.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1435

63. Bowl. Similar to # 59. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.7 сm; h 5.7 сm; bd 4.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XIV/72.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3051

64. Bowl. Similar to # 59. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.2 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 4.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov 1978 г, sq. XXXIV/213.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 165, fig. XXXI/6; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 11, # 32.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1427

65. Bowl. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.5 сm; h 4.8 сm; bd 4.7 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/131.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 11, # 30.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1874
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66. Bowl. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: md 13.0 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2404

67. Bowl. Similar to previous. On the upper mouth surface and Inside, on the bottom, 
rouletted decoration and incised concentric circle. Two horizontal incised lines on the 
exterior. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 cm; h 7.0 cm; bd 7.7 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1978, sq. XXXIV/135.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 159, XXIX/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 11, # 31; Ivanov 2019а, 8, fig. 5/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1477

68. Bowl. Similar to previous. On the upper mouth surface, stylised barbotine vegetal 
ornaments enclosed by two concentric circles. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 27.0 сm; h 9.5 сm; bd 9.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 163, fig. XXIX/3; Ivanov 2019а, 8, fig. 5/6.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni depots, inv. # ПИМ 342

69. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. On the upper mouth surface, stylised barbotine 
vegetal ornaments. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 30.0 сm; h (preserved) 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1966.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

70. Bowl. Similar to previous. On the upper mouth surface, barbotine vegetal ornaments 
and two incised lines. On the inside, bands of rouletted decoration. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 31.0 сm; h 12.0 сm; bd 11.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1978, sq. XVI/110, depth 1.20 m.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 180, fig. XLVI/2; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 11, # 29; Ivanov 2019а, 
8, fig. 5/7.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1977

71. Bowl, mouth fragment. Similar to previous. On the upper mouth surface, barbotine 
vegetal ornaments. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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72. Bowl, mouth fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 38.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

73. Bowl, fragment. Hemispherical shape. Mouth rim highly everted and curved  
downwards. Flat bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 16.0 cm; h (preserved) 3.5 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra.
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/8, from an altar together with coins from the 
time of Severus Alexander (222-235), Claudius II (269-270) and Diocletianus dated  
to 290-292 AD.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c. 
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe II
74. Bowl. Hemispherical shape. Mouth rim highly everted. Ring-footed. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 9.5 cm; h 5.3 cm; bd 3.6 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/215, at kiln # 35.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 45.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1889

75. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.6 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1478

76. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Light brown clay without inclusions, gray-red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 9.7 сm; h 5.6 сm; bd 4.1 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 41.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1879

77. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.8 сm; h 5.7 сm; bd 4.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, inv. # ПИМ 2360
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78. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 10.5 сm; h 6.6 сm; bd 3.6 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/111.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2396

79. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.1 сm; h 5.8 сm; bd 3.9 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/137.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3052

80. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Orange clay without inclusions, pink-red slip.
Dimensions: md 12.2 сm; h 6.4 сm; bd 4.9 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XIX/4.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 159, fig. XXIX/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2806

81. Bowl. Similar to # 74. Orange clay without inclusions, gray-red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.7 cm; h 7.7 сm; bd 5.6 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1974

BoWLs tYpe III
82. Bowl. Hemispherical shape. Vertical mouth rim. Inside, on the bottom, rouletted 
decoration. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 15.5 cm; h 6.0 cm; bd 4.8 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/12.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo 
municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 46.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1973

83. Bowl. Similar to # 82. Deformed due to high temperature during firing. Light brown 
clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.2 сm; h 4.5 сm; bd 4.7 сm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/12.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo 
municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 40.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2063
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BoWLs tYpe IV
84. Bowl. Hemispherical shape. Inverted mouth rim with triangular cross section. Leaf-
like barbotine ornament set in four places on the most bulging part below the mouth. 
Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h 7.5 сm; bd 8.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XХХIV/216.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 43; Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2064

85. Bowl. Similar to # 84. Leaf-like barbotine ornament set in four places on the most 
bulging part below the mouth. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 24.0 сm; h 10.0 сm; bd 9.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 160, fig. XXX/1; Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/4.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, inv. # ПИМ 2359

86. Bowl, fragments. Similar to previous. On the inner surface bands of rouletted decora-
tion. Secondarily blackened due to smoking out the grave pit. Light brown clay without 
inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 17.0 cm; h (preserved) 5.5 cm. 
Findspot: mound necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 2, from pit.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe V
87. Bowl. Hemispherical shape. Mouth rim slightly everted. On the upper mouth surface 
a groove. On the body two ‘commas’ in barbotine technique. Orange clay without inclu-
sions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 19.0 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 7.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 163, fig. XXIX/5; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 39; Ivanov 
2019а, 10, fig. 6/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1976

BoWLs tYpe VI
88. Bowl. Biconical shape. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.5 сm; h 7.0 сm; bd 4.1 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1977, sq. IV/285.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1442

89. Bowl. Similar to # 88. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 cm; h 6.0 cm; bd 5.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. ХIV/131, close to kiln # 7.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 37; Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/7.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1890
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BoWLs tYpe VII
90. Bowl. Biconical shape, slightly deformed by the high temperature during firing. 
Mouth rim slightly inverted. Carination immediately below the mouth. Brown clay with-
out inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 17.5 сm; h 7.7 сm; bd 7.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1978.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/8.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1538

BoWLs tYpe VIII
91. Bowl. Biconical shape. Thickened mouth rim, separated by a horizontal incised line. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 19.4 сm; h 10.4 сm; bd 6.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Gencheva 2012, 109, # 277; Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/9.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2847

92. Bowl. Similar to # 91. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 26.0 сm; h 12.5 сm; bd 10.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: first half / third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe IX
93. Bowl. Biconical shape. Mouth rim slightly inverted. Cylindrical and conical parts 
separated by articulate carination. Immediately below the mouth, a horizontal incised 
line. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 24.0 сm; h 13.5 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/1.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe X
94. Bowl. Lower hemispherical and upper conical (slightly convex) body. Everted flat 
mouth rim. Two (?) vertical handles, each with longitudinal flute. The hemispherical and 
conical parts separated by articulate carination and a wide incised line below. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 20.5 сm; h (preserved) 12.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/2.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe XI
95. Bowl, mouth fragment. Upper conical (slightly convex) part. Vertical mouth rim 
slightly bevelled inside. On the body exterior and below the mouth, stylised barbotine 
vegetal ornaments. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 20.5 сm; h (preserved) 6.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/3.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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96. Bowl, fragment. Biconical shape. Similar to # 95. Vertical handle with oval cross-
section and attached protrusion with stylised vegetal ornament stamped on it. Barbotine 
decoration on the exterior of the body. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/4.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

97. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h (preserved) 9.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

98. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: h (preserved) 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

99. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 23.0 cm; h (preserved) 6.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe XII
100. Bowl. Conical shape. Everted mouth rim with incised line on its upper surface.  
Immediately above the bottom, horizontal incised line. Concave bottom. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.4 сm; h 2.2 сm; bd 4.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1480

101. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.4 сm; h 3.0 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site (?) near Pavlikeni. 
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1892
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102. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.5 сm; h 2.8 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

103. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.9 сm; h 3.9 сm; bd 3.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site (?) near Pavlikeni. 
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2393

104. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.3 сm; h 4.5 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 165, fig. XXXI/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2390 

105. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.7 сm; h 3.3 сm; bd 4.6 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site (?) near Pavlikeni. 
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 14, # 57.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2050

106. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.2 сm; h 4.5 сm; bd 5.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 54.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2048

107. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.3 сm; h 4.5 сm; bd 5.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/215.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2809

108. Bowl. Similar to # 100. Orange clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.4 cm; h 4.6 cm; bd 6.4 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov, mound 6, east of grave # 2.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 53.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2052
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109. Bowl. Similar to # 100. On the outer mouth surface, section with vertical grooving. 
Flat bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.2 сm; h 5.2 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site (?) near Pavlikeni. 
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 14, # 56.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2049

110. Bowl. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, brown slip.
Dimensions: md 10.2 сm; h 4.3 сm; bd 4.4 сm. 
Findspot: unknown.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (?).
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1265

BoWLs tYpe XIII
111. Bowl. Upper cylindrical and lower hemispherical body. Two horizontal decorative 
handles just below the mouth. Orange clay without inclusions, pale red slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.4 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 165, fig. XXXI/4; Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/8.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1400

BoWLs tYpe XIV
112. Bowl. Cylindrical-conical shape. Horizontal incised line just below the mouth. Flat 
bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip 
Dimensions: md 8.5 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 4.7 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in sq. XXXIV/74. Recovered from the perimeter of kiln # 34, 
together with coin of Emperor Antonius Pius (138-161). 
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 165, XXXI/2; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 12, # 38; Ivanov 2019а, 
12, fig. 7/7.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1894

BoWLs tYpe XV
113. Bowl. Cylindrical-conical shape. Thickened and rounded mouth rim. Distinct in-
cised line just below the mouth. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.8 cm; h 9.6 cm; bd 8.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, south of kiln # 1.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo munici-
pality (?) or another workshop in the area. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1774

114. Bowl. Similar to # 113. Pale pink clay without inclusions, orange slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.3 cm; h 11.0 cm; bd 8.3 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/12, in front of kiln # 3.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo munici-
pality (?) or another workshop in the area. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1184
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115. Bowl. Similar to # 113. Deformed due to the high temperature during firing. Two 
incised lines below the mouth. Light brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 17.0 сm; h 9.5 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/12, in front of kiln # 3.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo munici-
pality or another workshop in the area. 
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 11, # 26.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1187

116. Bowl. Similar to # 113. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 28.0 сm; h 13.0 сm; bd 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni depots, inv. # ПИМ 345

117. Bowl. Similar to # 113. Rouletted decoration on the cylindrical part. Carination be-
low the decoration. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 25.0 сm; h 12.8 сm; bd 10.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1972. 
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 162, fig. XXVIII/8; Ivanov 2019а, 10, fig. 6/10.
storage: HM-Pavlikeni, without inv. #

118. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Rouletted decoration on the cylindrical part. 
Carination below the decoration. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h (preserved) 8.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1972. 
Date: second half of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

119. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Rouletted decoration on the cylindrical part. 
Orange-brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 cm; h (preserved) 4.5 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra.
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/14.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: Kaleto-Mezdra AC depots, without inv. #

120. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Rouletted decoration on the cylindrical part. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 4.5 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2012, trench III/14.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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121. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Stamped rosettes and oval ornament in zigzag 
pattern on the cylindrical part. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 23.0 сm; h 14.2 сm; bd 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
publications: Иванова 2014, 35, fig. 2/1.
storage: Kaleto-Mezdra AC depots, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe XVI
122. Bowl. Biconical shape. Mouth rim everted and curved upwards. Ring-footed. Orange 
clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.5 cm; h 5.2 cm; bd 5.5 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977, sq. 5.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1942

123. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.5 сm; h 6.0 сm; bd 5.7 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1961

124. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Orange clay with inclusions of fireclay, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.6 сm; h 5.7 сm; bd 5.6 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 274, fig. 5/1.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1961 А

125. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Orange clay with inclusions of fireclay, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 19.0 сm; h 8.5 сm; bd 6.7 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977, sq. 5.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1913

126. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Light brown clay with inclusions of fireclay, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 19.5 сm; h 7.6 сm; bd 6.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1952
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127. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Orange clay with inclusions of fireclay, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 21.0 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 274, fig. 5/3.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1945

128. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Light brown clay with inclusions of fireclay, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h 8.0 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 274, fig. 5/4.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1908 А

129. Bowl. Similar to # 122. Orange clay with inclusions of fireclay, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.5 сm; h (preserved) 8.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 274, fig. 5/5.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1917

130. Bowl, fragment. Similar to # 122. Grooving on upper conical part. Orange clay with 
inclusions of fireclay, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 23.0 сm; h (preserved) 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/1.
storage: RHM – Shumen, without inv. #

131. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 19.0 сm; h (preserved) 4.3 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

132. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 19.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1966.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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133. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h (preserved) 5.3 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

134. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.7 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

135. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine vegetal orna-
ments. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip 
Dimensions: md 19.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

136. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 9.0 сm.
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov, trench 1.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 11, # 23.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1904

137. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. On upper outer surface, barbotine vegetal orna-
ments. Ring-footed. Orange clay, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 23.0 сm; h 11.5 сm; bd 9.0 сm.
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov, trench 1, at the house of Magdalena Ilieva.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, 163, fig. XXIX/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 971

138. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 24.0 сm; h (preserved) 5.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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139. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 28.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

140. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth, stylised barbotine ornaments. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 30.0 сm; h (preserved) 4.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe XVII
141. Bowl. Biconical shape. Thickened and rounded mouth rim. Horizontal incised line 
on outer surface below mouth. Articulate carination between the two conical parts. Ring-
footed. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.5 сm; h 8.0 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977, sq. 6.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 272, fig. 4/5.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1907

142. Bowl. Similar to # 141. Light brown clay with inclusions of fireclay, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h 10.0 сm; bd 7.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1970

143. Bowl. Similar to # 141. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h 10.5 сm; bd 7.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1955

144. Bowl. Similar to # 141. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 23.0 сm; h 10.0 сm; bd 7.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977, from pit to kiln # 5.
Date: end of 2nd/first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 272, fig. 4/6.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1934
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145. Bowl, fragment. Similar to # 141. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 28.0 сm; h (preserved) 8.0 сm.
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe XVIII
146. Bowl, Biconical shape. Vertical mouth rim. Concave bottom. Orange clay with fire-
clay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.0 сm; h 5.3 сm; bd 4.2 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/2.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1962 А

147. Bowl. Similar to # 146. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.0 сm; h 5.7 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/3.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1969

148. Bowl. Similar to # 146. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.4 сm; h 6.0 сm; bd 4.6 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977, sq. 5, kiln # 4.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1908

149. Bowl. Similar to # 146. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. . 
Dimensions: md 14.0 сm; h 6.1 сm; bd 4.6 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality.
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo munici-
pality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1952 А

BoWLs tYpe XIХ
150. Bowl. Hemispherical shape. Everted mouth rim curved upwards. Cone-like barbotine 
patterns on the exterior. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 15.0 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 8.3 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Sultov 1985, 162, fig. XХХ/4. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo
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151. Bowl, fragment. Similar to # 150. Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments on the exte-
rior. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 сm; h (preserved) 5.2 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

152. Bowl, fragment. Similar to # 150. Row of stamped rosettes on the most bulging part. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 9.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2012, trench III/14.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

153. Bowl, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 24.0 cm; h (preserved) 6.5 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

BoWLs tYpe XХ
154. Bowl. Conical shape. Tapering mouth rim. Concave bottom. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.4 сm; h 3.0 сm; bd 3.5 сm; 
Findspot: Butovo village, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 51.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # 1895

155. Bowl. Similar to # 154. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 8.1 cm; h 4.8 cm; bd 5.1 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1963, at Magdalena Ilieva’s house, trench 1. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 52.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1398

156. Bowl. Similar to # 154. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h 5.0 сm; bd 6.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3049
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157. Bowl. Similar to # 154. Orange clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 cm; h 5.6 cm; bd 6.6 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov, mound 6, grave # 9.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 13, # 50.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1236

tRaYs
tRaYs tYpe I
158. Tray, round shape. Moulded. Everted mouth rim and two concentric circles incised 
on the exterior. Two symmetrically set flat handles. Low ring foot. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-red to dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 33.0 cm; h 4.0 cm; bd 25.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni depots, without inv. #

159. Tray, round-shaped, fragments. Relief decoration of various in size rosettes, centaur 
(?) and animal motifs on the upper surface along the periphery. Orange clay without in-
clusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni depots, without inv. #

160. Tray, round-shaped, mouth rim fragment. Relief rosettes radially set on the upper 
surface. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1962.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 15, # 71.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1939

161. Tray, round-shaped, fragment. Two incised concentric circles inside, in the bottom 
centre. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 48.0 cm; h 2.6 cm; bd 34.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2009, trench III/10, from an altar together with bones over 
layer of ash and charcoals.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

162. Tray, round-shaped, fragment. Solid handle attached to mouth, incised decoration. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 4.5 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/12.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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163. Tray, round-shaped, bottom fragment. On the inner surface, relief human face  
frontally, completed with incised lines. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

164. Tray, round-shaped, bottom fragment. Gorgon’s relief head (?) represented. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Findspot: found accidentally in 1982 on the left bank of former fishpond, ca. 200 m north 
of the northern city wall of Nicopolis ad Istrum.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex located immediately at the northern city wall of 
Nicopolis ad Istrum (?) or some other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1633

165. Tray, round-shaped, bottom fragment. On the inner central part, relief concentric 
circles and radially set rosettes. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni depots, without inv. #

166. Tray, round-shaped, part of bottom. Similar to # 165. Light brown clay without in-
clusions, brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

tRaYs tYpe II
167. Tray, oval-shaped. Missing handle and part of periphery. Relief mask in the centre of 
handle; small rosettes and vine twigs with grapes on the periphery. Orange clay without 
inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: L 35.0 cm; W 17.4 cm; h 3.2 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, yard of Petko Rusinov’s house, west of the kiln.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Султов 1977, 64; Sultov 1985, 189, fig. LI/1; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 16, fig. 76.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1220

168. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Relief rosettes, beaded ornament and indistinct im-
ages on the handle; ellipsoid ornaments on the periphery. Orange clay without inclusions, 
brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 3.1 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1931
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169. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Decoration of beaded ornament, various in size ro-
settes, plantae pedis, stylised leaves, circlets, lyre and dog. Orange clay without inclusions, 
brown slip 
Dimensions: h 2.9 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, yard of Petko Rusinov’s house, west of the kiln.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1363

170. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Relief decoration of various in size rosettes and plantae 
pedis. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 2.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/358.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1930

171. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Relief decoration of various in size rosettes, plantae 
pedis, bucranium, stylised leaves, circles divided in four sections and animal ornaments. 
Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 16, fig. 73; Gencheva 2012, 99, # 252.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1919

172. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Two relief volutes on the upper surface of handle.  
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC-Pavlikeni, without inv. #

173. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Incised volutes on the handle. Orange clay without 
inclusions, red-brown slip.  
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

174. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Decoration of incised lines on the handle. Orange-
brown clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

162 



175. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Decoration of incised lines and dots on the handle. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

176. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Decoration of incised lines and stamped circles on the 
handle. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2009, trench III/9.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

177. Tray, oval-shaped, fragment. Decoration of incised lines on the handle. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

tRaYs tYpe III
178. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Relief circlets, beaded ornament, plantae pedis, various 
in size rosettes, stylised leaves and volute on the handle. On the periphery, beaded orna-
ment and relief rectangles. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 3.3 cm; 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, yard of Petko Rusinov’s house, west of a kiln.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 17, # 83.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1362

179. Tray, rectangular, fragments. On the periphery, relief vine twig with grapes and large 
multi-leaf rosette. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1940

180. Tray, rectangular, fragment. On the upper surface of the handle, relief rosettes and 
indistinct animal motifs. On the periphery, relief rectangles. Light brown clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 3.2 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1963, yard of Magdalena Ilieva’s house, trench # 1.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 796
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181 . Tray, rectangular, piece of periphery. Decorated with relief rosettes, tree, running 
goatling and lion. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM-Pavlikeni, without inv. #

182. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decorated with incised lines on the handle and  
periphery. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 4.7 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

183. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decorated with incised lines on the handle and  
periphery. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 5.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014, building Г/2, in layer with coins from the time of  
Septimius Severus (193-211) to Claudius II (268-270).
Date: end of 2nd – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in western part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

184. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decorated with two incised lines on the periphery.  
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: h 2.8 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

185. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decoration of incised lines on the handle and periphery. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 4.8 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/13.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

186. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Coarse work. Decoration of incised lines on the handle 
and periphery. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/5.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
publications: Иванова 2014, 35, fig. 2/1.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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187. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decorated with incised lines on the periphery. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 4.5 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/7.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
publications: Иванова 2014, 35, fig. 2.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

188. Tray, rectangular, handle fragment. Decorated with incised volute and hatches on the 
upper surface. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre near Mezdra in Kaleto site. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014, building Г/3, in layer with coins from the time of Sep-
timius Severus (193-211) to Claudius II (268-270).
Date: end of 2nd – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in western part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

189. Tray, rectangular, handle fragment. Decorated with incised straight and waving lines 
on the upper surface. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre near Mezdra in Kaleto site. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014, building А.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

190. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decorated with incised lines and stamped concentric 
circles on the handle. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre near Mezdra in Kaleto site. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2009, trench III/9.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

191. Tray, rectangular, fragment. Decorated with incised line and stamped concentric 
circles on the periphery. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 2.4 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre near Mezdra in Kaleto site. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/12.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

192. Tray, rectangular, bottom fragment. On the upper surface, graffito resembling the 
letters ΔΚΧ. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre near Mezdra in Kaleto site. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #
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CUps
CUps tYpe I
193. Cup. Egg-shaped body, cylindrical upper part. Handle missing. Upright mouth rim. 
Five horizontal incised lines on the exterior of the upper part. Flat bottom. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.7 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 2.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 38, # 236.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2042

194. Cup. Similar to # 193. Two horizontal incised lines on the outer surface, below the 
mouth. Four rows of rouletted decoration on the shoulders. Vertical handle attached 
above and below to the body. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.0 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 3.6 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 21, # 109; Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/10.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1486

195. Cup. Similar to previous. Vertical handle attached above and below to the body. 
Ring-footed. Pale pink clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 5.9 сm; h 6.6 сm; bd 2.9 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1972, sq. XXVII/2.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1552

196. Cup. Similar to previous. Horizontal incised line on the outer surface, below the 
mouth and another on the body. Barbotine ‘commas’ on the shoulders. Light brown clay 
without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.7 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 3.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 12, fig. 7/9.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2891

197. Cup. Similar to previous. Slightly deformed due to high temperature while firing. 
Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments on the shoulders. Vertical handle attached above and 
below to the body. Dark brown clay without inclusions, traces of slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.0 сm; h 9.5 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 166, fig. XXXII/8.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1489
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198. Cup. Similar to previous. Slightly deformed due to high temperature while firing. 
Dark brown clay without inclusions, traces of slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.8 сm; h 11.2 сm; bd 4.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 166, fig. XIX/9.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2452

CUps tYpe II
199. Cup. Egg-shaped body. Slightly inverted mouth rim with a horizontal incised line 
below. Deformed due to high temperature while firing. Brown clay without inclusions, 
dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.4 сm; h 7.6 сm; bd 2.6 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, near kiln # 7.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 14, # 60.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1900

200. Cup. Similar to # 199. Pale pink clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.5 cm; h 9.0 cm; bd 3.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni..
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, inv. # ПИМ 2363

201. Cup. Similar to # 199. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.7 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971, sq. XVII/126.
Date: second-third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1516

202. Cup. Similar to # 199. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.0 сm; h 8.0 сm; bd 3.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/61.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 165, fig. XХXI/3; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 14, # 58.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1899
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203. Cup. Similar to # 199. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.0 cm; h 9.3 cm; bd 3.3 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov, sq. XVI/211, at kiln # 6.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 14, # 59.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1898

CUps tYpe III
204. Cup. Conical shape. Three horizontal incised lines on the exterior. Ring-footed.  
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.5 сm; h 7.6 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near the town of Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, north of kiln # 8.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 182, fig. XLVII/6; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 20, # 99; Ivanov 
2019а, 14, fig. 8/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1896

205. Cup. Similar to # 204. Mouth rim slightly everted. Horizontal incised lines and 
two bands of vertical carved ellipses on the outer body. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.1 cm; h 12.8 cm; bd 4.6 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 2, with coins from the reign of Marcus Aurelius 
(161-180).
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 182, fig. XLVII/6; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 20, # 98; Ivanov 
2019а, 14, fig. 8/2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1035

206. Cup, part of the body. Similar to previous. Missing bottom. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.3 cm; h (preserved) 10.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/242, east of kiln # 1.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 20, # 100.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1897

CUps tYpe IV
207. Cup. Biconical shape. Vertical mouth rim with line incised below it. Handles missing. 
Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.5 сm; h 7.0 сm; bd 3.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 21, # 107.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2043
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208. Cup. Similar to # 207. Two vertical handles with oval cross section. Orange clay with-
out inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.5 сm; h 6.0 сm; bd 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 21, # 113.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2034

209. Cup. Similar to # 207. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.5 сm; h 6.5 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 118.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2036

210. Cup. Similar to # 207. Light brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.5 сm; h 7.7 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1974, sq. XVI/393.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1498

211. Cup. Similar # 207. Brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.6 cm; h 6.0 cm; bd 3.1 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1487

212. Cup. Similar to # 207. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.6 сm; h 6.0 сm; bd 3.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/61.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 116.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1494

213. Cup. Similar to # 207. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.6 сm; h 6.2 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1973, sq. XVI/71.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1497
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214. Cup. Similar to # 207. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.6 сm; h 7.4 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 115.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1488

215. Cup. Similar to # 207. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.0 сm; h 7.4 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/111.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 21, # 106.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2038

216. Cup. Similar to # 207. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.3 cm; h 6.9 cm; bd 3.2 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov, mound # 6, grave # 2.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2454

217. Cup. Similar to # 207. Vertical handle with round cross section. Light brown clay 
without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.5 сm; h 7.8 сm; bd 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1501

CUps tYpe V
218. Cup. Biconical shape. Vertical mouth rim with two horizontal lines incised below 
it. Two vertical handles with oval cross section. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.8 сm; h 7.5 сm; bd 3.1 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/114.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 23, # 125; Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/8.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1902

219. Cup. Similar to # 218. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.6 cm; h 7.5 cm; bd 4.2 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, at kiln # 3.
Date: second-third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 23, # 124.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1175
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220. Cup. Similar to # 218. Band of rouletted decoration on the upper cylindrical part. 
Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.5 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 4.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 122; Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/9.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1511

221. Cup. Similar to # 218. Light brown clay without inclusions, traces of brown slip.
Dimensions: md 7.0 cm; h 6.4 cm; bd 3.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/13, in front of kiln # 3.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 123.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1178

CUps tYpe VI
222. Cup. Hemispherical shape. Vertical (a little convex) mouth with two horizontal in-
cised lines below. Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments on the exterior. Handles missing. 
Ring-footed. Pale pink clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h 10.5 сm; bd 5.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2457

223. Cup. Similar to # 222. Barbotine ‘commas’ on the body. Two vertical handles with 
oval cross section. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h 7.8 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Gencheva 2012, 107, # 272; Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/10.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2415

CUps tYpe VII
224. Cup. Lower hemispherical and upper conical (a little convex) parts. Thickened and 
slightly everted mouth rim. Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments on the upper cylindrical 
part. Missing handles. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 cm; h 17.0 сm; bd 8.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/11.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1522

CUps tYpe VIII
225. Cup. Cylindrical-conical body shape. Mouth rim vertical and slightly inverted. On 
the cylindrical part, carination limits on both sides a broad band with rouletting and styl-
ised barbotine vegetal ornaments. Orange clay without inclusions, pink-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 16.0 сm; h 17.5 сm; bd 9.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1975, sq. XVI/111.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 164, fig. XXX/5; Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/12.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1762
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226. Cup, part of it. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 10.5 сm; bd 7.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

CUps tYpe IX
227. Cup. Cylindrical-conical shape. Vertical mouth rim with two horizontal incised lines 
below. Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments on the cylindrical part. Handles missing. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.6 сm; h 7.8 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 114; Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1502

228. Cup. Similar to # 227. Barbotine ‘commas’ on the upper cylindrical part. Missing 
handles. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.4 сm; h 8.0 сm; bd 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1972, sq. XVII/192.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva еt al. 1988, 22, # 117; Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/4.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1526

229. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 227. Barbotine ‘commas’ on the upper cylindrical part. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h 6.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

230. Cup. Similar to # 227. Two barbotine ‘commas’ on the upper cylindrical part. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.2 сm; h 9.0 сm; bd 3.8 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/156.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1510

231. Cup. Similar to # 227. Barbotine stylised vegetal ornaments on the upper cylindrical 
part. Above, on the conical part, horizontal incised line. Two vertical handles with round 
cross section. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 сm; h 9.8 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1978, sq. XXXIV/215.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 14, fig. 8/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1508
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232. Cup. Similar to # 227. Barbotine ‘commas’ and pellets on the upper cylindrical part. 
Two vertical handles, one above the other on each side (four in total, the lower ones deco-
rative), each with longitudinal groove. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h 5.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

233. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 227. Barbotine pellets on the cylindrical part. Two vertical 
handles, each with longitudinal groove. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 cm; h (preserved) 6.5 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

234. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 227. Stamped rosettes on the upper cylindrical part. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.0 сm; h 5.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

235. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 227. Two vertical handles, one above the other on each 
side (four in total, the lower ones decorative), each with longitudinal groove and over 
them a trapezoid projections. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 сm; h 4.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/12.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

236. Cup. Similar to # 227. Four radially set vertical handles, each with two longitudinal 
grooves. Bottom missing. Orange-brown clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.0 cm; h (preserved) 9.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/5.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1909
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237. Cup. Similar to # 227. Two vertical handles, each with two longitudinal grooves. Bot-
tom missing. Light brown clay with inclusions of fireclay, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 cm; h (preserved) 9.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/4.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1929

CUps tYpe Х
238. Cup. Lower biconical and upper cylindrical shape. Mouth rim everted and curved 
upwards with one groove on the exterior. Stylised barbotine vegetal motifs on the cylin-
drical part. Two vertical handles, each with longitudinal groove. Ring-footed. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 cm; h 10.0 cm; bd 4.2 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 185, fig. XLVIII/12.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2839

239. Cup. Similar to # 238. Undecorated. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.7 сm; h 8.5 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 185, fig. XLVIII/7. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2035

240. Cup. Similar to previous. Undecorated. Pale orange clay without inclusions, red-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.2 сm; h 8.5 сm; bd 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex at Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2028

241. Cup. Similar to previous. Orange-red clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.4 cm; h 8.5 cm; bd 3.3 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1963, at Magdalena Ilieva’s house.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 23, # 130.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2032

242. Cup. Similar to previous. Orange-red clay without inclusions, dark brown to gray-
black slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.0 сm; h 8.2 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1963, yard of Petko Rusinov’s house.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1108
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243. Cup. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.5 сm; h 9.5 сm; bd 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 23, # 128.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1903

244. Cup, part of it. Similar to previous. Upper part slightly conical. Light brown clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.4 сm; h 7.4 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2012, trench III/14, depth 1.74 m.
Date: first half/third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

245. Cup. Similar to previous. Upper part slightly conical. Horizontal relief ring on the 
body. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h 12.5 сm; bd 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd/first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/6.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1938

246. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 сm; h (preserved) 9.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1977.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM-Shumen, without inv. #

247. Cup. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine leaves on the cylindrical part. Two ver-
tical handles with oval cross section and longitudinal groove on each. Concave bottom. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.9 сm; h 7.0 сm; bd 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 172, fig. XХХVIII/5; Kabakčieva 1988, 23, # 126.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2030

248. Cup. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine vine leaves and grapes on the cylindrical 
part. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.2 сm; h 7.6 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 172, fig. XXXVIII/7.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2419

 175 



249. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine vine leaves and grapes on the 
cylindrical part. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.0 сm; h (preserved) 6.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1962.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

250. Cup. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine leaves on the cylindrical part and the 
body. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.4 сm; h 8.5 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 172, fig. XХХVIII/6; Kabakčieva 1988, 23, # 127.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 704

251. Cup. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments on the cylindrical 
part and the body. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.0 сm; h 7.6 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1963.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva 1988, 23, # 129.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2039

252. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.0 сm; h (preserved) 6.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

253. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine vine leaves and grapes on the 
cylindrical part. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.0 сm; h (preserved) 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni depots, inv. # ПИМ 344

254. Cup. Shape similar to previous. Bands of oblique incised lines; the lower two of 
cross-hatching. Two vertical handles, each with longitudinal groove. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h 11.0 сm; bd 4.5 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
publications: Антонова, Атанасов, 1979, fig. I/14; Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/1.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1948
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CUps tYpe XI
255. Cup. Lower biconical and upper cylindrical (convex) part. Vertical mouth rim with 
two incised lines below. Vertical handle with oval cross section and longitudinal groove. 
Flat bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 7.0 cm; h 7.0 cm; bd 3.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/8, from an altar, with coins from the time of 
Severus Alexander (222-235) to Diocletianus, exactly dated from 290-292 AD.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

256. Cup. Similar to # 255. Missing handle. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 7.5 cm; h 7.5 cm; bd 3.4 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/8, from an altar, with coins of Severus Alex-
ander (222-235) to Diocletianus, exactly dated from 290-292 AD.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

CUps tYpe XII
257. Cup. Biconical shape. Everted and tapering mouth rim. Without handles. Flat bot-
tom. Pale orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 7.6 сm; h 5.2 сm; bd 3.4 bd. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/14, depth 1.45-1.70 м.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

258. Cup, part of it. Similar to # 257. Pale orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 8.0 сm; h 5.6 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

259. Cup, part of it. Similar to # 257. Pale orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h 6.5 сm; bd 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

260. Cup, part of it. Similar to # 257. Handle with oval cross section. Pale orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h 5.6 сm; bd 3.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #
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261. Cup. Similar to # 257. Pale orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h 6.6 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

262. Cup, part of it. Similar to # 257. Pale orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 8.2 cm; h 5.8 cm; bd 3.8 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/8, from an altar, with coins from Severus 
Alexander (222-235) to Diocletianus, exactly dated from 290-292 AD.
Date: second quarter / second half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

263. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 257. Barbotine decoration of pellets forming rectangles 
on the exterior. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 10.0 сm; h 3.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?).
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

264. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 257. Barbotine decoration of pellets and ‘commas’ on the 
exterior. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 11.0 сm; h 5.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?).
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

 CUps tYpe XIII
265. Cup. Biconical shape. Tapered and everted mouth rim. On the exterior, carination 
separating the mouth from the body. Vertical handle attached to the mouth above and the 
body below. Flat bottom. Orange-red clay without inclusions, dark red slip.
Dimensions: md 5.2 cm; h 6.9 cm; bd 3.2 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, yard of Petko Rusinov’s house, east of a kiln. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1231

266. Cup. Similar to # 265. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.3 cm; h 8.1 cm; bd 3.5 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1962, at Magdalena Ilieva’s house, trench # 1. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 183, fig. XLVII/9.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 693
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267. Cup. Similar to # 265. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.2 сm; h 8.4 сm; bd 3.3 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1966, at Todor Kanchev’s house, on the floor of kiln # 1. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva 1988, 21, # 103.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1350

268. Cup. Similar to # 265. Handle missing. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.6 cm; h 5.6 cm; bd 2.8 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1966, at Todor Kanchev’s house, from kiln # 1. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva 1988, 21, # 104.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1351

269. Cup. Similar to # 265. Barbotine stylised leaves on the body. Orange clay without 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

270. Cup. Similar to # 265. Light brown clay without inclusions, traces of brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.6 cm; h 8.5 cm; bd 3.6 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, sq. XIX/13, at kiln # 3.
Date: second half of 2nd c. (?)
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1174

271. Cup. Similar to # 265. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.6 cm; h 8.3 cm; bd 3.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978, sq. 5, kiln # 5.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/2.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1948 А

272. Cup. Similar to # 265. Ribbed upper conical part. Orange-brown clay with fireclay 
inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 7.0 сm; h 8.7 сm; bd 3.2 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/3.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1911
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273. Cup, fragment. Similar to # 265. Lower body preserved. Flat bottom. Orange-brown 
clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 5.0 сm; bd 3.2 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978, from pit to kiln # 5.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo 
municipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1939

CUps tYpe XIV
274. Cup. Biconical body. Funnel-like neck with bevelled mouth rim. Carinations separat-
ing the shoulders from the neck and the two conical parts. Concave bottom. Handle miss-
ing. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.8 cm; h 7.7 cm; bd 3.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1966, at Todor Kanchev’s house.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1028

275. Cup, part of it. Similar to # 274. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 8.0 сm; bd 4.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

CUps tYpe XV
276. Cup. Biconical body. Everted mouth rim, two incised lines on the exterior. Two ver-
tical handles with oval cross section. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, 
orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.4 cm; h 8.2 cm; bd 3.3 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1962, at Magdalena Ilieva’s house, trench 1.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo or the workshop unearthed in the 
north-west part of Pavlikeni (?).
publications: Kabakčieva 1988, 22, # 121.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 696

277. Cup. Similar to # 276. On the exterior, zones of triangles, rhombi and lines filled with 
cone-shaped ornaments. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.7 сm; h 8.8 сm; bd 3.7 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
publications: Sultov 1985, 172, fig. XXXVIII/1; Gencheva 2012, 108, # 275.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # 1026
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278. Cup. Similar to # 276. On the exterior, barbotine cone-shaped patterns. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.6 cm; h 7.8 cm; bd 3.2 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1962, at Magdalena Ilieva’s house.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
publications: Султов 1976, 44; Gencheva 2012, 108, # 274.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 706

279. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Below mouth stylised barbotine ornaments.  
Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.0 сm; h (preserved) 8.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM-Pavlikeni, without inv. #

280. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Waster. On the exterior, cone-like barbotine 
ornament. Dark brown-black colour. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 4.2 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM-Pavlikeni, without inv. #

281. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. On the exterior, cone-like barbotine ornament. 
Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 7.5 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

CUps tYpe XVI
282. Cup. Biconical body. Mouth rim everted and elaborately profiled. On the upper coni-
cal part, horizontal, vertical and oblique incised lines. Two vertical handles with longitu-
dinal groove on each and oval cross section. Appliquéd circles on the handles. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.5 cm; h 19.0 cm; bd 8.5 cm.
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, mound # 6, grave # 1.
Date: second half of 2nd – beginning of 3rd c (?).
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?).
publications: Sultov 1985, 170, fig. XXXVI/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1219

283. Cup, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: h (preserved) 13.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: second half of 2nd – beginning of 3rd c (?).
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?).
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 
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CUps tYpe XVII
284. Cup. Biconical body shape. Everted mouth rim with three incised lines on the outer 
surface curved upwards. On the body, two bands of slanting lines, cross-hatching in the 
second. Four vertical handles with oval cross section, two on both sides set one above the 
other. Ring-footed. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 cm; h 12.5 cm; bd 5.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 276, fig. 6/7.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1941

CUps tYpe XVIII
285. Cup. Biconical body. Straight mouth rim with horizontal incised line below. On the 
exterior, bands of cone-shaped ornament, spirals and pellets in barbotine technique. Bot-
tom missing. Light brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.2 cm; h (preserved) 16.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
publications: Султов 1976, 43; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 39, # 238.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo, inv. # А-ТОМ 1975

CUps tYpe XIX
286. Cup. Conical (slightly convex) body. Vertical and rounded mouth rim. Horizontal 
relief rings, rosettes and Dionysian scenes appliquéd on the exterior. Ring-footed. Orange 
clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.2 сm; h 7.0 сm; bd 6.2 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
publications: Sultov 1985, 166, fig. XXXII/3; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 20, # 101.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo, inv. # А-ТОМ 1901

CUps tYpe XХ
287. Cup. Cylindrical body. Vertical mouth rim with two incised lines on the exterior. 
Barbotine pellets and commas outside on the body. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 7.4 cm; h 12.0 cm; bd 3.4 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2008, trench III/9, depth 1.33 m, in layer with coins from 
Septimius Severus (193-211) to Claudius II (268-270).
Date: end of 2nd – first half/third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?).
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

288. Cup, part of it. Similar to # 287. On the exterior, barbotine decoration of pellets and 
‘commas’. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: md 6.0 (preserved) сm; bd 3.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half/third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?).
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #
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JUGs
JUGs tYpe I
289. Jug. Spherical (slightly biconical) body. Funnel-like neck with highly everted mouth 
rim. Vertical handle with oval cross section. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.3 сm; h 12.5 сm; bd 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1768

290. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.2 cm; h 12.5 cm; bd 4.6 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.  
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, mound # 4, grave # 3.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1214

291. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.3 cm; h 12.0 cm; bd 5.3 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, mound # 4, grave # 3.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2517

292. Jug. Similar to # 289. Missing part of the handle. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.8 сm; h 12.2 сm; bd 5.4 сm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, mound # 4, grave # 3.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2818

293. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.5 сm; h 20.5 сm; bd 8.0 сm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.  
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 3, grave # 2.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 26, # 144.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1042 А

 183 



294. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.5 сm; h 20.1 сm; bd 7.5 сm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 3, grave # 2.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1042 Б

295. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.5 cm; h 19.5 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. (?) or later. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 26, # 146. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2009

296. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, traces of slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.0 сm; h 16.5 сm; bd 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 26, # 145. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2010

297. Jug. Similar to # 289. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.2 cm; h 12.8 cm; bd 6.2 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1964, at Todor Kanchev’s house.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?), Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 817

298. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.4 сm; h 16.0 сm; bd 6.2 сm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c. (?) or earlier.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?), Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3267

299. Jug. Similar to # 289. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 4.0 сm; h 14.9 сm; bd 5.7 сm. 
Findspot: unknown.
Date: second half of 2nd с. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (?) or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2817
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JUGs tYpe II
300. Jug. Biconical body. Funnel-like neck. Just below the mouth, on the exterior, two 
horizontal incised lines. Vertical handle with three longitudinal grooves and oval cross 
section attached above to the neck and below to the shoulders. Ring-footed. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 5.0 cm; h 20.6 cm; bd 7.9 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1970, mound # 11, grave # 1.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (?) or some 
other workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, 167, fig. XXXIII/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1346

301. Jug. Similar to # 300. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 5.0 сm; h 21.6 сm; bd 8.7 сm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1970, mound # 11, grave # 1.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (?) or some 
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 26, # 143.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1345

JUGs tYpe III
302. Jug. Egg-shaped body. Funnel-like neck. Mouth rim thickened and everted. On the 
exterior, carination separating the shoulders from the body. Two vertical handles with 
longitudinal grooves and oval cross section attached above to the neck and below to the 
shoulders. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 сm; h 18.0 сm; bd 8.3 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. 
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 170, fig. XXXVI/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 25, # 141; Ivanov 
2019а, 9, fig. 8/1.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2004

JUGs tYpe IV
303. Jug. Egg-shaped body. Narrow neck and thickened elaborately profiled mouth rim. 
Two vertical handles with longitudinal groove on each. Ring-footed. Light brown clay 
without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 5.3 cm; h 20.0 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1969, mound # 6, grave # 1, with coins of Marcus Aurelius 
(161-180).
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni (?) or some 
other workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, 186, fig. XLIX/3; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 25, # 138.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2011

JUGs tYpe V
304. Jug. Egg-shaped body. Narrow neck. Thickened and everted mouth rim. On the ex-
terior, horizontal incised line below the mouth. Vertical handle with three longitudinal 
grooves and oval cross section attached above to the neck and below to the shoulders. 
Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, traces of brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.0 cm; h 21.2 cm; bd 6.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site (?) near Pavlikeni.
Date: second half of 2nd c. (?) or a little later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 167, fig. XXXIII/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 26, # 142.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2012
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JUGs tYpe VI
305. Jug, fragment. Mouth with twisted and ‘beak’ resembling protrusion attached to it. 
Oval ornaments and concentric circles stamped on the exterior. Orange clay without in-
clusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: h 7.0 cm (preserved). 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014, building В, in layer with coins from the reign of Maxi-
minus the Thracian (235-238) and Aurelianus (270-275).
Date: second / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

306. Jug, fragment. Similar to # 305. Incised line and oblique hatches on the exterior. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: h 6.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

307. Jug, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip.
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

JUGs tYpe VII
308. Jug. Oenochoe-like mouth. Vertical handle with oval cross section attached above to 
the neck and below to the shoulders. Flat bottom. Pale pink clay without inclusions, red-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 6.1 сm; bd 3.1 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XIV/133.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?), Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2143

309. Jug. Similar to # 308. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.5 cm; h 8.2 cm; bd 2.8 cm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/5.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1951
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310. Jug. Similar to # 308. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: h 8.8 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?), Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3055

311. Jug. Similar to # 308. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 8.8 сm; bd 3.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?).
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?), Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2145

312. Jug. Similar to # 308. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 10.9 cm; bd 3.7 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. Accidental find, recovered in 1972 during level-
ling the street, north of the village inn, from grave lined with bricks, together with two 
coins from the first half of the 3rd century. 
Date: first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1422

313. Jug. Similar to # 308. Deformed before firing. Orange clay without inclusions, red-
brown slip. 
Dimensions: h 12.0 сm. 
Findspot: unknown.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
publications: Султов 1976, 31; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 24, # 134.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2013

314. Jug. Similar to # 308. On the shoulders, horizontally set graffito ΑΡΤΕΜΙΔWΡΟС 
ЕКIN. Vertical handle with oval cross section attached above to the neck and below to the 
shoulders. Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h 18.0 сm; bd 8.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 24, # 133; Владкова 1995, 76.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1970
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315. Jug, fragment. Similar to previous. Vertical handle with oval cross section attached above 
to the neck and below to the shoulders. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, Nikola Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/4.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1971

JUGs tYpe VIII
316. Jug. Pear-shaped body. Two vertical handles with oval cross section. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.0 cm; h 12.0 cm; bd 4.4 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov, at Magdalena Ilieva’s house.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Gencheva 2012, 106, # 267.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 689

317. Jug. Similar to # 316. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.5 cm; h 16.4 cm; bd 5.7 cm. 
Findspot: flat necropolis in the north-west part of Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. Acci-
dental find from a grave, together with a coin of Emperor Caracalla (211-217).
Date: first quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 25, # 140.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 690

318. Jug. Similar to # 316. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.4 cm; h 15.9 cm; bd 6.2 cm. 
Findspot: flat necropolis in the north-west part of Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. Acci-
dental find from a grave, together with coin of Emperor Caracalla (211-217).
Date: first quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 186, fig. XLIX/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 691

319. Jug. Similar to # 316. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.5 cm; h 16.4 cm; bd 5.7 cm. 
Findspot: mound necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. Excava-
tions of B. Sultov, mound # 11.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1405

320. Jug. Similar to # 316. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.6 cm; h 10.0 cm; bd 3.5 cm. 
Findspot: unknown.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3209
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321. Jug. Similar to # 316. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.0 сm; h 12.0 сm; bd 4.4 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1769

322. Jug. Similar to # 316. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 2.8 сm; h 11.8 сm; bd 3.7 сm. 
Findspot: unknown.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2822

323. Jug. Similar to # 316. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 3.3 сm; h 17.6 сm; bd 6.2 сm. 
Findspot: unknown.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2821

stoppeRs
324. Stopper. Conical shape with hollow in the upper surface. Orange-brown clay without 
inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: d 4.7 cm; h 1.8 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/3.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1974

325. Stopper. Similar to # 324. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: d 5.3 сm; h 2.2 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/4.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1993
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‘taBLe’ aMphoRae
‘taBLe’ aMphoRae tYpe I
326. ‘Table’ amphora. Spherical body. Thickened and elaborately profiled mouth rim. Two 
vertical handles with longitudinal grooves and oval cross section. Concave bottom.  
Orange clay without inclusions, traces of orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 6.0 cm; h 22.3 cm.
Findspot: mound necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, 168, fig. XXXIV/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1770

‘taBLe’ aMphoRae tYpe II
327. ‘Table’ amphora. Egg-shaped body. Funnel-like neck. Thick and everted mouth rim. 
Carination below the mouth. Vertical handle with three longitudinal grooves and oval 
cross section attached above to the neck and below to the shoulders. Concave umbonal 
bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 8.3 cm; h 31.7 cm; bd 9.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?).
publications: Sultov 1985, 167, fig. XXXIII/1; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 24, # 132.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2007

328. ‘Table’ amphora. Similar to # 327. Two vertical handles (one missing) with longitu-
dinal grooves and oval cross section. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h (preserved) 37.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 28, # 150; Ivanov 2019а, 17, fig. 9/3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # A-TOM 1980

329. ‘Table’ amphora. Similar to # 327. Two vertical twisted handles. Concave bottom. 
Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.0 cm; h 59.0 cm; bd 15.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site (?) near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c. (?) or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2071

‘taBLe’ aMphoRae tYpe III
330. ‘Table’ amphora. Egg-shaped body. Neck shaped as inverted cone. Thick and everted 
mouth rim. Two vertical handles with three longitudinal grooves and oval cross section 
attached above to the neck and below to the shoulders. Concave umbonal bottom. Orange 
clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.0 cm; h 26.7 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findplace: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 28, # 157.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2061
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‘taBLe’ aMphoRae tYpe IV
331. ‘Table’ amphora. Biconical body. Cylindrical (slightly conical) neck. Highly everted 
mouth rim with incised lines on the upper surface. Two vertical flat handles fixed above to 
the neck and below to the shoulders. Concave umbonal bottom. Light brown clay without 
inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.0 сm; h 38.0 сm; bd 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2076

332. ‘Table’ amphora, fragment. Similar to # 331. Thick mouth rim with grooving on the 
upper surface. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.8 сm; h (preserved) 10.6 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/2.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1960

333. ‘Table’ amphora, fragment. Similar to # 331. Broad ribbed band on the neck. Orange 
clay with fireclay inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 сm; h (preserved) 9.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen, without inv. #

334. ‘Table’ amphora, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, 
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.4 сm; h (preserved) 11.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/9.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1926

335. ‘Table’ amphora fragment. Similar to previous. Two vertical flat handles attached 
above to the neck and below to the shoulders. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 cm; h (preserved) 10.8 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/6.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1912
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336. ‘Table’ amphora fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, 
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 10.6 сm; h (preserved) 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/8.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1930

337. ‘Table’ amphora fragment. Similar to previous. Orange-brown clay with fireclay 
inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.0 сm; h (preserved) 11.0 cm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1963

338. ‘Table’ amphora fragment. Similar to previous. Orange-brown clay with fireclay 
inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 9.2 сm; h (preserved) 13.6 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/1.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1964

339. ‘Table’ amphora fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, 
brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 16.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 277, fig. 7/7.
storage: RHM – Shumen, without inv. #

340. ‘Table’ amphora handle. Similar to previous. Oval cross section with three longitudi-
nal grooves. Orange-brown clay with fireclay inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen, without inv. #

KRateRoID VesseLs
KRateRoID VesseLs tYpe I
341. Krateroid vessel fragment. Thick mouth rim highly everted. On the upper almost cy-
lindrical part, stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments and appliquéd mask of Silenus. Light 
brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 cm; h (preserved) 15.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Султов 1976, 53; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 28, # 162; Владкова 2013, 69, # 9; 
Ivanov 2019а, 19, fig. 10/1-2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1961
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342. Krateroid vessel fragment. Similar to previous. Stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments 
below the mouth. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h (preserved) 11.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

343. Krateroid vessel fragment. Similar to previous. Thick mouth rim highly everted with 
three incised lines. Stylised barbotine vegetal patterns on the exterior. High foot. Orange-
brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 17.8 cm; h 16.0 cm; bd 8.0 cm. 
Findspot: necropolis in Kalvaka site near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, mound # 2.
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Султов 1976, 39; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 28, # 237.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1136

KRateRoID VesseLs  tYpe II
344. Krateroid vessel. Cylindrical-conical body. Mouth rim highly everted. On the cy-
lindrical part, relief edge, below it stylised barbotine vegetal ornaments and wide incised 
horizontal line. Two vertical handles with oval cross section and two longitudinal grooves. 
Orange clay without inclusions, pink-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.2 сm; h 16.1 сm; bd 8.9 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 169, fig. XXXV/4; Ivanov 2019а, 19, fig. 10/3.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3269

345. Krateroid vessel. Similar to # 344. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 23.0 сm; h 18.0 сm; bd 10.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, # ПИМ 343

346. Krateroid vessel part of the body. Similar to # 344. Orange clay without inclusions, 
orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 27.0 сm; h (preserved) 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

347. Krateroid vessel. Similar to previous. Without relief edge under the mouth. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 26.5 сm; h 20.0 сm; bd 12.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 185, fig. XLVIII/9; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 29, # 158; Ivanov 
2019а, 19, fig. 10/4.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2062
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KRateRoID VesseLs  tYpe III
348. Krateroid vessel with lower hemispherical and upper conical body. Thickened mouth 
rim highly everted. On the upper part, horizontally placed graffito ПAYΛ. Two verti-
cal handles (one missing) with longitudinal grooves and oval cross section. Ring-footed. 
Light brown clay with traces of orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 16.5 сm; h 12.2 сm; bd 8.6 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 27, # 151. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2027

stRaIneRs
stRaIneRs tYpe I
349. Strainer. Biconical body. Highly everted mouth rim with flat upper surface. Holes 
drilled in the lower conical part and bottom. Two vertical handles with oval cross section. 
Ring-footed. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.8 сm; h 5.9 сm; bd 7.8 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?).
publications: Gencheva 2012, 110, # 279.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2487

stRaIneRs tYpe II
350. Strainer. Conical body. Thick and highly everted mouth rim. Several rows of holes 
drilled in the bottom and the body. Inside, on the bottom, embossed ‘spike’. Light brown 
clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.8 сm; h 5.0 сm; bd 5.0 сm.
Findspot: unknown.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 40, # 251. 
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2054

351. Strainer. Similar to # 350. Beige clay without inclusions, light brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 12.5 сm; h 6.0 сm; bd 5.1 сm;
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1977, sq. XIV/84.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1541

352. Strainer. Similar to # 350. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.7 сm; h 6.8 сm; bd 5.6 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, 174, fig. XL/4.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1767
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353. Strainer. Similar to # 350. Conical (slightly convex) body. Orange clay without inclu-
sions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 15.0 сm; h 8.2 сm; bd 6.6 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 40, # 250.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1996

354. Strainer, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 26.0 cm; h (preserved) 8.0 сm; bd 7.5 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second half of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

355. Strainer. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.2 сm; h 5.3 сm; bd 5.0 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/5.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1977 А

356. Strainer. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 11.5 сm; h 5.5 сm; bd 4.5 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1977

357. Strainer. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.0 cm; h 4.5 cm; bd 4.0 cm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1975

358. Strainer, fragment. Similar to previous. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip.
Dimensions: md 16.0 сm; h 6.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #
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359. Strainer, fragment. Similar to previous. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip.
Dimensions: md 16.0 сm; h 5.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/7.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

360. Strainer, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: h 3.5 (preserved) сm; bd 5.2 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

361. Strainer, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 2.7 сm; bd 5.0 сm.
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

stRaIneRs tYpe III
362. Strainer. Lower biconical and upper cylindrical body. Holes drilled in the lower 
conical part and the bottom. Two handles (one missing) with oval cross section and  
longitudinal grooves. Light brown clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: md 19.4 cm; h 10.8 cm; bd 8.3 cm;
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1968, yard of Petko Rusinov’s house, west of kiln # 1.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
publications: Sultov 1985, 174, fig. XL/2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1249

pots
pots tYpe I
363. Pot. Egg-shaped body. Mouth rim highly everted and curved downwards. Concave 
umbonal bottom. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.2 cm; h 22.3 cm; bd 7.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov. The pot contained hidden 3727 Roman denarii, the latest of 
which are of Lucius Verus (161-169) from the time of his joint reign with Emperor Mar-
cus Aurelius to 169 AD. 
Date: third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 173, fig. XXXIX/1; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 26, # 147; Ivanov 
2019а, 20, fig. 11/1.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1979
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364. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip.
Dimensions: md 12.0 сm; h 4.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2012, trench III/14.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or some other 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: AC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

365. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Mouth rim highly everted and curved upwards. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 16.0 cm; h 4.0 cm (preserved). 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/11.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

366. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. On the upper surface of the mouth rim, two con-
centric circles. On the shoulders, wide incised lines. Two vertical handles each with longi-
tudinal groove. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 18.0 сm; h 9.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov, trench III/9.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the western part of Mezdra (?) or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

pots tYpe II
367. Pot. Lower biconical and upper cylindrical body. Mouth rim everted. Two vertical 
handles with oval cross section, each with two longitudinal grooves. Ring-footed. Orange 
clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 13.0 сm; h 15.7 сm; bd 7.0 сm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2005

368. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.3 сm; h (preserved) 5.0 сm.
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality or some 
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 
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369. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Mouth rim highly everted and curved upwards, 
grooving on the upper surface. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 17.0 сm; h (preserved) 8.0 сm.
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?) or some other workshop in the 
area.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

370. Pot, part of the body. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-
brown slip.
Dimensions: md 17.0 cm; h (preserved) 14.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6, depth 1.90 m.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

371. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Upper conical part. Orange clay without inclu-
sions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 24.0 cm; h 7.0 cm (preserved). 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2009, trench III/9, depth 2.0 m.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

pots tYpe III
372. Pot. Bell-shaped body. Mouth rim highly everted and curved upwards. Two horizon-
tal handles tightly attached to the body. Ring-footed. Light brown clay without inclusions, 
red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 23.0 cm; h 24.0 cm; bd 10.4 cm.
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo or another workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, 173, fig. L/1.
storage: RHM -V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2006

373. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 18.5 сm; h (preserved) 10.5 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov. 
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?) or another workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 
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374. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Two wide incised lines on the body. Vertical han-
dle with two longitudinal grooves. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.5 сm; h (preserved) 9.5 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/4.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. # 

pots tYpe IV
375. Pot, fragment. Biconical body. Mouth rim highly everted and curved upwards with 
grooved upper surface. Vertical handle with oval cross section and two longitudinal 
grooves. Three horizontal incised lines below the mouth. Orange clay with fireclay inclu-
sions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 10.0 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Антонова, Атанасов 1979, fig. I/13; Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/7.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, inv. # 1924

376. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 сm; h (preserved) 7.0 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. # 

377. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 9.0 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

378. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 22.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.0 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976-1978.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/1.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #
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379. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. On the exterior, band of ‘combed’ horizontal 
lines. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.7 сm; h (preserved) 7.0 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo  
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 278, fig. 8/6.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

380. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. On the exterior, band of ‘combed’ horizontal 
lines. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 21.0 сm; h (preserved) 4.5 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo  
municipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/2.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

381. Pot, wall fragment. Similar to previous. On the exterior, band of ‘combed’ horizontal 
and wavy lines. Light brown clay with fireclay inclusions, brown slip. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/3.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

382. Pot, wall fragment. On the exterior, band of ‘combed’ horizontal lines. Orange clay 
with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo  
municipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

383. Pot, wall fragment. Deformed due to high temperature in firing. On the exterior, 
band of ‘combed’ horizontal lines. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

pots tYpe V
384. Pot, fragment. Mouth in the shape of inverted cone. Orange clay with fireclay inclu-
sions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.5 cm; h (preserved) 2.5 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/5.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #
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385. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 20.0 сm; h (preserved) 3.5 сm.
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/6.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

386. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous (?). Concave umbonal bottom. Orange-brown clay 
with fireclay inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 4.5 сm; bd 8.5 сm. 
Findspot: Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo municipality. 
Excavations of V. Antonova and G. Atanasov in 1976.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in Kazan Cheir site, Karavelovo, N. Kozlevo mu-
nicipality. 
publications: Ivanov 2019b, 280, fig. 9/7.
storage: RHM – Shumen depots, without inv. #

pots tYpe VI
387. Pot, fragment. Upper conical part. Thickened vertical mouth rim with wide incised 
line below. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 15.0 сm; h 5.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6, depth 1.69 m.
Date: first half – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in west part of Mezdra (?) or some other work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

388. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Indistinct graffito on the exterior. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 17.0 сm; h 8.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6, depth 1.90 m.
Date: first half – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in west part of Mezdra (?) or some other work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

389. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: md 20.0 cm; h (preserved) 6.5 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014, building Г, recovered from layer dated with coins from 
Septimius Severus (193-211) to Claudius II (268-270).
Date: end of 2nd / first half-third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in west part of Mezdra (?) or some other work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

390. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Vertical handle with two longitudinal grooves. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 15.0 сm; h 8.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2009, trench III/9.
Date: first half-third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in west part of Mezdra (?) or some other work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #
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pots tYpe VII
391. Pot, fragment. Thick and elaborately profiled mouth rim, two horizontal incised lines 
on the exterior. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 14.0 сm; h 5.0 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/7.
Date: first half – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in west part of Mezdra (?) or some other work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

392. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. On the shoulders, stylised barbotine vegetal mo-
tifs. Preserved handle (the other missing) with three longitudinal grooves and oval cross 
section. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: md 16.0 сm; h (preserved) 12.0 сm.
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

393. Pot, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip.
Dimensions: md 24.0 cm; h (preserved) 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov.
Date: first half – third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in west part of Mezdra (?) or some other work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra depots, without inv. #

LIDs
LIDs tYpe I
394. Lid. Conical shape and cylindrical lid knob. Rounded base with interior flange. Styl-
ised barbotine ornaments on the exterior surface. Orange clay without inclusions, red-
brown slip.
Dimensions: d 13.0 сm; h 6.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/70.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Sultov 1985, 173, fig. XXXIX/4; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 27, # 154; Ivanov 
2019а, 20, fig. 11/2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1994

395. Lid. Similar to # 394. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: d 16.0 cm; h 7.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 27, # 153; Ivanov 2019а, 20, fig. 11/3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1995
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LIDs tYpe II
396. Lid. Conical shape. Flange highly curved inwards and downwards. Five barbotine 
‘commas’ on the exterior below the knob. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip.
Dimensions: d 9.0 сm; h 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1974, sq. XVI/393.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 20, fig. 11/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1545

397. Lid. Similar to # 396. Stylised barbotine vegetal motifs on the exterior below the 
knob. Gray-brown clay without inclusions, brown slip.
Dimensions: d 19.2 сm; h 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 27, # 155; Ivanov 2019а, 20, fig. 11/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1993

398. Lid, fragment. Similar to # 396. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: d 16.0 сm; h 6.5 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Ivanov 2019а, 20, fig. 11/7.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1544

399. Lid. Similar to previous. Missing periphery. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, 
red-brown slip.
Dimensions: h (preserved) 5.0 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: ACC – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

400. Lid, periphery fragment. Similar to previous. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, 
red-brown slip. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

401. Lid. Conical body with ribbed exterior. Knob resembling ring-footed hand-grip. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: d 13.3 сm; h 5.1 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/70.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo (?) or another workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, 173, fig. XXXIX/3; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 27, # 152.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2086
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402. Lid, fragment. Similar to previous. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown 
slip. 
Dimensions: d 9.5 сm; h 4.0 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2007, trench III/6, depth 1.40 m.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

403. Lid, fragment. Similar to previous. Wide ribbed band on the exterior. Orange clay 
without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: d 20.0 сm; h 3.5 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2009, trench III/9, depth 1.70 m.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

404. Lid, fragment. Similar to previous. Wide ribbed band on the exterior. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: d 18.0 cm; h 3.2 (preserved) сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2014, building В.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

LIDs tYpe III

405. Lid, fragment. Conical shape with flange strongly curved inwards and downwards. 
Two symmetrically set protrusions attached to the base. Conical knob handle. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-brown slip.
Dimensions: d 10.0 сm; h 5.8 сm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2012, trench III/14, depth 1.60 m.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #

406. Lid, part of lid. Similar to # 405. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: d 12.0 cm; h 6.0 cm. 
Findspot: pagan cult centre in Kaleto site near Mezdra. 
Excavations of S. Torbatov in 2011, trench III/13, depth 1.05 m.
Date: first half / third quarter of 3rd c.
production place: production complex in the west part of Mezdra (?) or another work-
shop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: АC Kaleto-Mezdra, without inv. #
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DoLIa
407. Dolium. Egg-shaped body. Mouth rim strongly everted and slightly curved down-
wards. Two horizontal and one wavy line on the exterior below mouth. Two archwise 
handles tightly fixed to the body. Flat bottom. Orange-brown clay without inclusions, 
red-brown slip.
Dimensions: md 45.0 cm; h 59.0 cm; bd 16.5 cm. 
Findspot: Prisovo village, V. Tarnovo municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality or another 
workshop in the area.
publications: Султов 1964, 49-64.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2074

408. Dolium (?), wall fragment. Relief band of oblique hatches and incised horizontal and 
wavy lines on the exterior. Among the latter, vertically winding serpent. Orange clay with-
out inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 12.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1964.
Date: end of 2nd / first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality or another 
workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. # 

KRateRs
409. Krater, wall fragment. Preserved part of appliquéd image of Heracles. Deity’s right 
hand and head missing. The appliqué shaped as an aedicula in the centre of which is Her-
acles, standing and with lion’s skin over arm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/260, building А, from the kiln.
Date: second half of 2nd or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 30, # 173; Владкова 2013, 68, # 6; Ivanov 2019а, 22, fig. 12/3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1956

410. Appliqué imaging Heracles. Lion’s skin on deity’s head. Orange-brown clay, faint 
traces of slip. 
Dimensions: h 9.5 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/220, north of kiln.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva 1988, 29, # 165; Владкова 2011, 70, # 19; Ivanov 2019а, 22, fig. 12/4.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2100

411. Krater, wall fragment. Preserved part of appliquéd image of Heracles. Missing lower 
part of the figure. Heracles is standing, nude, with lion’s skin over left arm and right hand 
resting on club. Orange-brown clay with faint traces of slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 11.5 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/70, north of kiln, depth 0.40 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 29, # 170; Владкова 2011, 68, # 7; Ivanov 2019а, 22, fig. 12/1.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1953
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412. Krater, wall fragment. Preserved part of appliquéd image of Heracles. Missing lower 
part of the figure. Heracles is standing, nude, with lion’s skin over left arm and right hand 
resting on club. To the right of the figure, quiver with arrows. Orange clay, orange-red slip.
Dimensions: h (preserved) 8.1 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XХХIV/37.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 30, # 171; Владкова 2011, 67, # 1.
storage: RHM-V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1962

413. Krater, wall fragment. Preserved part of appliquéd image of Heracles in an aedicula. 
Similar to # 412. Orange clay, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 7.3 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site, near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/37, north of kiln 1.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Владкова 2011, 67, # 2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2875

414. Krater, fragment with part of appliquéd image of Heracles. Similar to # 412. Cylin-
drical neck with mouth highly everted. Orange clay, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 32.0 cm; h (preserved) 10.0 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site, near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XIX/4, depth 0.50 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 30, # 172; Владкова 2011, 67, # 3.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1955

415. Krater, fragment with part of appliquéd image of Heracles. Similar to # 412. On both 
sides of the appliqué, vertically winding snakes. Orange clay, brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 7.5 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/82, north of kiln # 1, depth 0.30 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 30-31, # 174; Владкова 2011, 67, # 4.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1957

416. Krater, fragment with part of appliquéd image of Heracles in aedicula. Preserved 
right hand resting on club. On the left and below the appliqué, winding snake. Orange 
clay, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 11.5 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/82, north of kiln # 1, depth 0.30 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 29, # 169; Владкова 2011, 68, # 5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1954
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417. Krater, fragment with appliquéd long-bearded head of Silenus. On the right, part 
of horizontally winding snake. Cylindrical neck with highly everted mouth. Orange clay 
without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: md 34.0 cm; h (preserved) 10.0 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/223, southwest of kiln # 3.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 28, # 163; Владкова 2011, 69, # 10; Ivanov 2019а, 
22, fig. 12/2.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1960

418. Krater, fragment with appliquéd long-bearded head of Silenus. Similar to # 417. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 10.4 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/82, north of kiln # 1, depth 0.40 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Владкова 2011, 69, # 11.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2872

419. Krater, fragment with appliquéd long-bearded head of Silenus. Similar to # 417. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/61, depth 0.80 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Владкова 2011, 69, # 12.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2871

420. Krater, fragment with appliquéd erotic scene. Cylindrical neck with highly everted 
mouth rim. On the exterior, carination separating the neck from the body and bands of 
rouletted decoration. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 13.0 m. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/223, depth 0.80 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Владкова 2011, 71, # 22.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 3017

421. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration. Mask in beaded medallion and 
part of horizontally winding serpent. Above them, relief band of oblique hatches and two 
bands of rouletted decoration. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/390, depth 0.40 m.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 29, # 168; Владкова 2011, 70, # 15; Ivanov 2019а, 
22, fig. 12/6.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1959
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422. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration, representing two masks and wind-
ing up serpent. Orange clay without inclusions, red slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 12.0 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 29, # 166; Владкова 2011, 70, # 16; Ivanov 2019а, 
22, fig. 12/5.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1958

423. Krater, wall fragment. On the exterior, appliquéd snake winding up, incised wavy 
line and oblique hatches. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

424. Krater, wall fragment. On the exterior, appliquéd snake winding away. Part of dis-
carded products, dark brown colour. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni. 
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979.
Date: second half of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #

425. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration. Two figures facing each other. In-
distinct representation. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 6.2 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVII/82, north of kiln # 1.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 31, # 178; Владкова 2011, 71, # 23.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1963

426. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration. Preserved figure facing left. Indis-
tinct image. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 5.5 cm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/193.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Владкова 2011, 71, # 24.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1964

427. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration. Preserved image of eagle with fold-
ed wings and head turned left. Light brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Dimensions: h (preserved) 8.0 сm.
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/105.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 31, # 175; Владкова 2011, 72, # 25.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 1952
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428. Krater, fragment of handle. Over handle, triangular protrusion. On the upper flat 
surface, relief palmette. Light brown clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/105.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni (?) or an-
other workshop in the area.
publications: Султов 1976, 77; Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 44, # 275.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo depots, inv. # А-ТОМ 2103

429. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration. Image of bucranium and part of 
winding serpent. Light brown clay without inclusions, dark brown slip. 
Findspot: accidental find in 1982, recovered from the left bank of the former fishpond, ca. 
200 m north of the north city wall of Nicopolis ad Istrum.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex located next to the northern city wall of Nicopolis 
ad Istrum (?) or another workshop in the area.
Unpublished.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo inv. # А-ТОМ 1635

430. Krater, wall fragment. Circular appliqué imaging Heracles reclining with club in left 
hand and cup in the right. Behind him, two female figures, one poring wine from jug. 
Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa or another work-
shop in the area.
publications: Султов 1976, 57.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo

431. Krater, wall fragment. Vertical handle with three longitudinal grooves. On the body 
and handle, relief winding snake decorated with oblique hatches. Light brown clay with-
out inclusions, traces of slip. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa or another work-
shop in the area.
publications: Султов 1976, 63.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo

432. Krater, fragment of handle. It consists of three thinner, parallel handles, the outer 
ones with round cross section, the middle one twisted. On the handle, vertically winding 
snake. Light brown clay without inclusions, traces of slip. 
Findspot: Kashlata site near Hotnitsa, V. Tarnovo municipality. 
Excavations of B. Sultov.
Date: second half of 2nd c. or later.
production place: production complex in Kashlata site near Hotnitsa or another work-
shop in the area.
publications: Султов 1976, 63.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo

433. Krater, wall fragment with appliquéd decoration. Preserved part of the standing 
figure of Heracles. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo or another workshop in the area.
publications: Султов 1976, 56.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo
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434. Krater, wall fragment. On the body, winding relief serpent decorated with oblique 
hatches. Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo or another workshop in the area.
publications: Султов 1976, 63.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo

435. Krater, wall fragment. On the body, relief band and incised vegetal motifs. Light 
brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo or another workshop in the area.
publications: Sultov 1985, Tabl. XIX 4.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo

pateRae
436. Patera, handle. On the flat outer surface, relief images of birds, billy-goat, sphinxes, 
helmets and stylised vegetal ornaments. Light brown clay without inclusions, brown slip. 
Dimensions: length 7.1 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/50
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 33, # 194; Владкова 2011, 85, # 5; Ivanov 2019а, 22, 
fig. 12/8.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo inv. # А-ТОМ 1598

437. Patera, handle. On the flat outer surface, head of Medusa (?) and image of standing 
deity (Fortuna?), altar and lion (?) Light brown clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip 
Dimensions: length 7.3 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/115, close to kiln.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Владкова 2011, 93, # 50; Ivanov 2019а, 22, fig. 12/9.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo inv. # А-ТОМ 2888

438. Patera, handle. On the flat outer surface, relief image of Dionysus and some indis-
tinct figures below him. Orange clay without inclusions, red-brown slip. 
Dimensions: length 7.2 сm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/174, close to kiln.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Владкова 2011, 94, # 52; Ivanov 2019а, 22, fig. 12/10.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo inv. # А-ТОМ 1909
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439. Patera, handle with part of the mouth. On the flat upper surface, head of deity (prob-
ably Medusa), Dionysus imaged standing, with thyrsus in his right hand and chlamys over 
the left arm. Below, indistinct relief images. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-red 
slip. 
Dimensions: md 14.0 cm; length of handle 7.5 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XXXIV/175, close to kiln # 34.
Date: second – third quarter of 2nd c.
production place: production complex in Varbovski Livadi site near Pavlikeni.
publications: Kabakčieva et al. 1988, 33, # 196; Владкова 2011, 93, # 51; Ivanov 2019а, 
22, fig. 12/11.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo inv. # А-ТОМ 1908

440. Patera, handle with part of mouth. On the flat upper surface, relief dots, concentric 
circles, rosettes and dog running right. Orange clay without inclusions, orange-brown slip. 
Dimensions: length of handle 8.4 cm. 
Findspot: Varbovski Livadi near Pavlikeni.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1971-1979, sq. XVI/70, depth 0.40 m.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality. 
publications: Владкова 2011, 93, # 48.
storage: RHM – V. Tarnovo inv. # А-ТОМ 2641

441. Patera, handle with part of mouth. Cylindrical shape. Orange clay without inclu-
sions, red slip. 
Dimensions: length of handle 3.0 cm. 
Findspot: Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Excavations of B. Sultov in 1963.
Date: end of 2nd – first half of 3rd c.
production place: production complex near Butovo, Pavlikeni municipality.
Unpublished.
storage: HM – Pavlikeni, without inv. #
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